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ON HOLY GROUND 

BIETH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. 

Let us sit down on this green hill-side under the olive 
trees. They are friendly looking trees, with their gnarled, 
twisted trunks and willow-like leaves, silvery as the wind 
turns them up and shows the under side. In the old time 
there were large orchards of olives on this hill-side, and 
from them the hill was called the Mount of Olives. We look 
down the slope into the deep Kidron valley, and across the 
valley are the hills on which Jerusalem stands. Imagine the 
city as it was in Gospel days. Beyond these nearer buildings 
rose the highest hill of the city, with steep rough sides, called 
Mount Zion. King Herod's palace stood on Mount Zion, 
and from the high windows he could overlook the city and 
the country all about. He looked down the Kidron valley 
into the wilderness, and over the slope of the Mount of 
Olives he caught a glimpse of the blue water of the Dead 
Sea. Under the hill were the shops and busy streets of 
the city, and towards the north there were nice houses with 
trees and gardens about them. 

One part of the city we have not mentioned, which we 
should have noticed first of all. In the corner of the city 
nearest to us stood the temple, on a hill somewhat lower 
than Mount Zion, which rose directly from the Kidron valley. 
The top of this hill was naturally small but had been enlarged 
to give room for the temple and its open courts. Along the 
steep sides of the hill, a great wall of white stone had been 
built, and the space within the wall had been filled partly 
with earth and partly with arches of masonry, supporting 
the marble pavement of the temple courts. Along the top 
of the wall ran a beautiful porch or colonnade where one 
could walk and look out over the gardens of the Kidron. 
From this level, steps led under an arched gate-way to a 
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higher pavement, and from this by another beautiful gate to 
one still higher, and from this to the highest of all where the 
temple building stood. 

The temple itself was of white marble, its face towards 
the Mount of Olives and the east. Its walls were kept clean 
and shining. The roof, we are told, was covered with gilded 
points to keep the birds from lighting on it ; the great gold- 
covered doors stood open, and in the door-way hung a cur- 
tain of rich embroidery. Above the doors the open space 




Jerusalem, from the Mount of Olives. 

under the roof was filled by a gold vine, with golden leaves 
and grapes. The temple with all its whiteness and gold in 
the morning sunlight was too dazzling to look upon. 

This is not the temple of Solomon which we are de- 
scribing, nor the one that was built on the return from 
Babylon, but Herod's temple, the temple of Gospel days, 
which was far greater and grander than those which had 
been before it. 

At all times of the day priests were moving about the 
temple courts in their white linen robes, barefooted, with 
turbans on their heads. As soon as the sunlight was seen 
on the distant hill-tops of Hebron, by the watchman on the 
temple roof, his trumpet gave a signal to the priests to make 
ready a lamb to be offered on the great altar before the 
temple door ; and again towards evening another lamb was 
offered. This was a part of the priests' work. The same 
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priests did not serve all the time. Many hundred of them 
lived in Jerusalem and in some of the towns about. They 
were divided into twenty-four courses, each course coming 
up twice each year for one week's service. The days of the 
week were then divided among the members of the course, 
there being fifty or more priests employed each day. And 
on the Sabbath the whole course was busy. 

If we had looked at the hour of morning prayer, when 
the sunlight was glittering on the temple, or at the time of 
evening prayer when the shadows were lengthening from 
the west, we should have seen many people gathering in the 
temple courts ; and many others in their homes were turning 
their faces in prayer towards the temple. The priests made 
ready a lamb to offer upon the altar. And now they prepared 
to burn the sweet incense in the temple, that its fragrant 
smoke might be a picture of the prayer of. all the people 
rising to the Lord. Every priest desired to perform this 
holy duty of burning the incense ; no priest was allowed to 
do it but once, and the choice was made by lot. 

One day in the fall of the year when the course of Abia 
was on service, among the priests appointed for the day 
was a good old man named 
Zacharias from the hill coun- 
try of Judaea, perhaps from 
the old town of Hebron where 
many priests lived. On this 
day the lot fell upon Zacharias. 
He should bum the incense in 
the temple. The priests at the 
altar were waiting to offer the 
lamb; the people in the courts 
were bowing in prayer; other 
priests had entered the temple, 
one to remove the ashes from 
the golden altar, the other to 
spread fresh coals taken from the great altar before the 
temple door. Now, at the sound of music, Zacharias went 
inside the holy place. See the old priest with his long white 
robe, barefooted, with gray hair and beard, and a turban 
wound about his head, holding in his hand the golden bowl 
in which was the sweet gum to be scattered upon the coals 

20 
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before the Lord. And meantime all the people waited till 
he should come out from the temple and pronounce the bless- 
ing upon them. 

Zacharias was in the holy place, the larger and outer 
room of the temple. A veil hid from him the most holy 
place, where the ark with the tables of the commandments 
should have stood, with the cherubim on its golden lid. It 

should have stood there, 
but it had long ago been 
lost, perhaps when the 
city was taken by Neb- 
uchadnezzar and the 
army of Babylon. Still 
it was the most holy 
place, never entered but 
once each year when 
the high priest burned 
incense there before the 
Lord. Zacharias stood 
outside the veil. On his 
right hand was the 
golden table with the bread which always lay in order before 
the Lord; on his left was the golden ^ * candlestick, " a stand 
with a central stem and three branches on either side, all 
bearing little lamps; in the middle before the veil stood 
the golden altar, on which the coals were glowing for the 
incense. Zacharias drew near to the altar and sprinkled 
the sweet gum, thinking, as its fragrant smoke arose, that 
so the prayers of all the people were going up to the Lord. 
Among them was the prayer of his own heart that he might 
have a son. Then before he turned to go, in this holy place 
in the presence of the Lord, an angel stood by him and 
spoke in answer to his prayers. 
Listen while we read the story. 




Robinson's arch : part of an ancient bridge 
between the temple hill and Zion. 



There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest 
named Zacharias, of the course of Abia : and his wife was of the daughters 
of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth. And they were both righteous 
before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord 
blameless. And they had no child, because that Elisabeth was barren, and 
they both were now well stricken in years. And it came to pass, that while 
he executed the priest's office before God in the order of his course, accord- 
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ing to the custom of the priest's office, his lot was to burn incense when he 
went into the temple of the Lord. And the whole multitude of the people 
were praying without at the time of incense. And there appeared unto 
him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 
And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him. 
But the angel said unto him. Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; 
and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name 
John. And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his 
birth. For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither 
wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even 
from his mother's womb. And many of the children of Israel shall he turn 
to the Lord their God. And he shall go before him in the spirit and power 
of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the dis- 
obedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for 
the Lord. And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shall I know this? 
for I am an old man, and my wife well stricken in years. And the angel 
answering said unto him, I 

am Gabriel, that stand in 1 

the presence of God; and 
am sent to speak unto thee, 
and to show thee these glad 
tidings. And, behold, thou 
shalt be dumb, and not able 
to speak, until the day that 
these things shall be per- 
formed, because thou be- 
lievest not my words, which 
shall be fulfilled in their 
season. And the people 
waited for Zacharias, and 
marvelled that he tarried so 
long in the temple. And 
when he came out, he could 
not speak unto them: and they perceived that he had seen a vision in 
the temple: for he beckoned unto them, and remained speechless. And it 
came to pass, that, as soon as the days of his ministration were accom- 
plished, he departed to his own house. . . . 

Now Elisabeth's full time came that she should be delivered; and she 
brought forth a son. And her neighbours and her cousins heard how the 
Lord had shewed great mercy upon her; and they rejoiced with her. And 
it came to pass, that on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; 
and they called him Zacharias, after the name of his father. And his 
mother answered and said. Not so; but he shall be called John. And they 
said unto her. There is none of thy kindred that is called by this name. 
And they made signs to his father, how he would have him called. And he 
asked for a writing table,* and wrote, saying, His name is John. And they 
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Hebron, in the hill country of Judaea. 



* A little tablet, perhaps covered with wax, on which he wrote with a 
sharp point. 
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marvelled all. And his mouth was opened immediately, and his tongue 
loosed, and he spake, and praised God. And fear came on all that dwelt 
round about them: and all these sayings were noised abroad throughout all 
the hill country of Judsa. And all they that heard them laid them up in 
their hearts, saying. What manner of child shall this be ! And the hand of 
the Lord was with him. And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and prophesied, saying. 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; 

For he hath visited and redeemed his people. 

And hath raised up an horn of salvation for us 

In the house of his servant David; 

As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have been since the 

world began: 
That we should be saved from our enemies, and from the hand of all that 

hate us; 
To perform the mercy promised to our fathers, 
And to remember his holy covenant ; 
The oath which he sware to our father Abraham, 
That he would grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the hand of our 

enemies 
Might serve him without fear. 

In holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of our life. 
And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest : 
For thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; 
To give knowledge of salvation unto his people 
By the remission of their sins, 
Through the tender mercy of our God ; 
Whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us. 
To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death. 
To guide our feet into the way of peace. 

And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the deserts * 
till the day of his shewing unto Israel. — Luke I. 5-23, 57-80. 



THE BIRTH OF THE LORD AND THE VISIT OF 
THE SHEPHERDS. 

If we go southward from Jerusalem across a broad plain 
and over a range of hills, we come in sight of Bethlehem. 
This is a rough hill-side where we stand; the stones are 
thrown up in thick walls about the fields, and the slope is 
terraced to keep the soil from being washed away. At the 
foot of the hill is a valley with fields of wheat and olive 

* The wilderness of Judaea, to the west of the Dead Sea. 
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orchards. And there is Bethlehem, its gray stone houses 
clustered thick together on a hill beyond the valley. The 
rich gardens and orchards about it give it its name, which 
means ^*the house of bread." 

If we turn more to the east we look out over the barren 
hills of the wilderness of Judaea, the deserts where John the 
Baptist lived. In summer they are very dry and bare, but 
with the winter rains many little flowering plants spring up 
which give pasturage to flocks of sheep. Looking over the 
town, we see a part of the wilderness where the mountains 




Looking towards Bethlehem from Jerusalem. 

are high, with deep gorges between leading down to the 
Dead Sea. Through one deep valley we see the water ; and 
the mountains on its eastern shore stand as a long purple 
wall against the sky. 

Bethlehem was David's home; here are the pasture hills 
where he tended his father's sheep, and where, as he watched 
through the long nights, he learned how ' ' the heavens declare 
the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handy- 
work. ' ' 

We are to read of a time when many people of the family 
of David were coming back again to the town of their fore- 
father, that a list might be made of all their names. The 
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Roman emperor had commanded this in all the countries 
under his power, as a help in gathering taxes and soldiers 
for his army. An inn where travellers find shelter is called in 
that country a khan. The inn in Bethlehem was perhaps only 
an open yard with a high stone wall about it, with arched re- 
cesses around the sides for shelter. So many people came 
that the khan was filled and there was no room for more. 

Among those who travelled by this way from the north 
were Mary and Joseph. They had come a journey of several 
days from Nazareth, the little town of Galilee where they 
lived, to be enrolled, for they were of the family of David. 
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Bethlehem, from the north. The church with pitched roof, near left of picture, 
stands over the cave of the Nativity. 

They were drawing near to Bethlehem. They came down 
this very hill-side where we stand and crossed the valley 
to the town. But the khan was full. They turned aside, and 
it has been believed from very long ago that they found rest 
in a cave in the hill-side, where animals were sheltered. 
There are many such caves in the hills about Bethlehem, and 
they are often used as sheepfolds, and stables, and even as 
houses. We can go to-day by steps down into the cave, and 
forgetting all that has been done to change the place, we 
seem to see it as it was that night when Mary and Joseph 
came, — a plain, rude cave. Here the Lord was born, and 
His mother wrapped Him in soft bands of cloth and laid 
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Him in a manger, one of the little feeding-boxes from which 
the animals took their food. 

As we stand here and remember the night long ago, we 
think of the heavenly light and heavenly voices in the past- 
ures not far away, where shepherds were keeping watch 
over their flock. It is almost as if the shepherds were with 
us in the cave and we heard from them the angels' message, 
and bowed with them about the manger, feeling something 
of the wonderful holiness which the Lord brought into the 
world. But it is better to read the story. 



And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from 
Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was 
first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And all went to be 
taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 
out of the city of Nazareth, 
into Judaea, unto the city of 
David, which is called Bethle- 
hem; (because he was of the 
house and lineage of David:) 
to be taxed with Mary his es- 
poused wife, being great with 
child. And so it was, that, 
while they were there, the 
days were accomplished that 
she should be delivered. And 
she brought forth her first- 
born son, and wrapped him 
in swaddling clothes, and laid 
him in a manger; because 
there was no room for them 
in the inn. 

And there were in the 
same country shepherds 
abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by 
night. And, lo, the angel of 
the Lord came upon them, 
and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them: and 
they were sore afraid. And 

the angel said unto them, Fear not : for, behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is bom this day 
in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall 
be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God, and saying. 




(Hofmaaa : B. Benda, Lausanne ; Wm. H. Bau, Phila.) 
The birth of Jesus. 
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Glory to God in the highest, 

And on earth peace, good will toward men. 

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into 
heaven, the shepherds said one to another. Let us now go even unto Beth- 
lehem, 'and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made 
known unto us. And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, 
and the babe lying in a manger. And when they had seen it, they made 
known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. And 
all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by 
the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her 
heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. — Luke II, 
1-20. 



VISIT OF THE WISE MEN. 

In the days when the Lord was born people knew almost 
nothing about heaven and the Heavenly Father. But there 
was a country far to the east of Palestine, where wise men 
lived who had some knowledge of heavenly things, which 
had been handed down from very long ago. They knew that 




Rachel's tomb, on the road to Bethlehem. 

the Lord was to come into the world, and when a bright star 
was sent them from heaven they knew it meant that the 
Lord was born. The land of Palestine would be His home, 
for from very ancient days, long before the time of Abra- 
ham, it had been known as the Holy Land. They prepared 
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presents for the Lord and made ready for their journey 
that they might go and worship Him. No doubt they 
travelled with their camels, as people do in that country, 
especially when they must pass through the desert. 

If we had been standing near the gate of Jerusalem some 
months later we should have seen a train of stately camels 
swinging steadily along 
on their journey, hand- 
somely harnessed with 
bright straps and tas- 
sels. They carried their 
heads high, and per- 
haps from the halters 
of some of them hung 
little sweet-toned bells. 
Some were loaded with 
provisions and comforts 
for the journey ; on 
others the wise men 
and their servants rode. 
They came to the city 
gate and asked, ** Where 
is he that is born King 
of the Jews?" 

King Herod lived 
near by in his great 
fortress palace on 
Mount Zion. He was 
not the king that the wise men were looking for 




(Hofmann : B. Benda, Lausanne ;, Wm. H. Bau, Phila.) 
Worship of the wise men. 



The 



Romans had made Herod king of the country. He was 
not a Jew, and the people hated him and were afraid of 
him. He was now an old man and sick, but he was all the 
more cruel and suspicious, and fearful that some one would 
take away his kingdom. Imaging the feelings of Herod 
when he learned that wise men from the East were asking 
for one who was born King of the Jews; and imagine the 
feelings of the people in the city who hated Herod and were 
afraid what he might do. 

Herod could not answer the wise men's question. But 
there were the priests and scribes in the temple, who spent 
their time in studying the sacred books of the law and of the 
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prophets. They would know what had been promised about 
the coming of the King. Herod hid his real motives, and tried 
to learn who the new King was, that he might kill Him. But 
the Lord was protected from his power. This is the story. 

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod 
the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying. 
Where is he that is bom King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in 
the east, and are come to worship him. When Herod the king had heard 
these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he 
had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he 
demanded of them where Christ should be born. And they said unto him, 
In Bethlehem of Judaea : for thus it is written by the prophet. 

And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, 
Art not the least among the princes of Juda: 
For out of thee shall come a Governor, 
That shall rule my people Israel. 

Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them 
diligently what time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, and 
said. Go and search diligently for the young child ; and when ye have found 

him, bring me word again, 
that I may come and wor- 
ship him also. When they 
had heard the king, they de- 
parted; and, lo, the star, 
which they saw in the east, 
went before them, till it came 
and stood over where the 
young child was. When they 
saw the star, they rejoiced 
with exceeding great joy. 
And when they were come 
into the house, they saw the 
young child with Mary his 
mother, and fell down, and 
worshipped him : and when 
they had opened their treas- 
ures, they presented unto him 
gifts; gold, and frankincense, 
and myrrh. And being 
warned of God in a dream 
that they should not return 
to Herod, they departed into 
their own country another 
way. 

And when they were de- 
parted, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, 
saying. Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into 
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Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek 
the young child to destroy him. When he arose, he took the young child 
and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt: and was there until 
the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the 
Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son. Then 
Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding 
wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and 
in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according to the 
time which he had diligently enquired of the wise men. Then was fulfilled 
that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying. 

In Rama was there a voice heard. 
Lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children. 
And would not be comforted, because they are not. 

But when Herod was dead, 
behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeareth in a dream to Joseph 
in Egypt, saying. Arise, and 
take the young child and his 
mother, and go into the land 
of Israel: for they are dead 
which sought the young child's 
life. And he arose, and took 
the young child and his mother, 
and came into the land of 
Israel. But when he heard 
that Archelaus did reign in 
Judaea in the room of his 
father Herod, he was afraid 
to go thither: notwithstand- 
ing, being warned of God in 
a dream, he turned aside into 
the parts of Galilee: and he 
came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth : that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by the prophets. He shall be called a Nazarene. — Matthew II. 




(Copyright, 1903, by William H. Rau, Phila.) 
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The verses that we last read told how Joseph and Mary 
and the Holy Child came back from Egypt after the death 
of Herod. But Herod's son was a bad king like his father. 
They must not stay in Bethlehem but go again to Nazareth, 
where Joseph and Mary had lived before they went to Beth- 
lehem to be enrolled. 

Nazareth is far away to the north among the hills of 
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Galilee. To reach the town we climb up a steep, rocky path 
from the great plain of Esdraelon, and find ourselves in a 




Nazareth, from the east. The spring is in the inclosure of the church in the fore- 
ground of picture, from which the water is carried by aqueduct to the village 
fountain, the small building to the left, to which the broad paths lead. 

little upland meadow, with hills all around, which shut us 
off from the world. The stone houses which make the little 
town, stand on a sunny hill-side at the upper end of the 

meadow, shaded by orchard 

^^^^■"^^ trees. Outside the town is 

the fountain where the water 
of a spring is poured out 
upon a pavement. Here the 
travellers stop to drink, and 
all the people of the village 
come to wash their wool and 
to fill their jars to carry on 
their heads back to their 
homes. Here Mary, and the 
Lord Himself, must often 
have come for water. 

Let us climb the high hill 
above the town. Now we 
look down on the flat roofs 
and domes, and the little 
meadow lying before the 
town. We see white lines leading over the hills in several 
directions. They are the paths which lead out from Naza- 




(Copyright, 1903, by C. H. Graves, Phila.) 
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reth. Some of them are worn deep into the soft rock, where 
the people have walked for so many, many years. We see 
the great plain of Esdraelon to the south and the moun- 
tains of Samaria beyond. Eastward, beyond Mount Tabor, 
ar»e the purple hills across the Jordan ; westward is the blue 
Mediterranean, so near 
that we see the white 
surf rolling on the 
beach; in the north we 
look over hills upon 
hills to the snowy Her- 
mon far away. AH this 
the Lord must often 
have seen while Naza- 
reth was His home. 

Coming down from 
the hill we pass through 
the narrow streets of 
the town and see the 
little houses where the 
people live. We pass 
work-shops of smiths 
and shoemakers and 
carpenters. Here a 
carpenter sits on the 
floor of his shop pre- 
paring work for his 

boys to finish. We remember that Joseph worked at this 
trade, and that the Lord Himself was known as '*the car- 
penter." We must think also of the synagogue which was 
the Jews' church, where the people met on the Sabbath to 
hear the Scriptures, and to worship. How much more the 
Divine words of Scripture meant to the Lord, than to others 
who heard them ! 




(Hofmann : B. Benda, Lausanne ; Wm. H. Ban, Phila.) 
The child Jesus. 



And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: 
and the grace of God was upon him. — Luke IL 40, 
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THE PASSOVER AT TWELVE YEARS OLD. 

It was spring, when the fields waved with grain and the 
hills were bright with flowers. All the people who could 
were making ready to go to Jerusalem to the Passover. 
Many thousand Jews from Egypt and Africa, Italy, Greece, 
Asia Minor, and Palestine were on their way to the Holy 
City. A company went each year from Nazareth, Mary and 
Joseph with them, and this time, being twelve years old, 
Jesus went also. It was a journey of perhaps four days 
down the rough hill-side, across the broad plain and over 
the hills beyond. They were eager for the first view of the 




Nazareth, from the south. 



city. As it came in sight over the hill-tops we can imagine 
that a shout of joy went up from the company, and perhaps 
they sang, **I was glad when they said unto me. Let us go 
into the house of the Lord. Our feet shall stand within thy 
gates, Jerusalem," and the rest of that beautiful Psalm. 
The city was full of people. The khans and the houses were 
filled with guests. Tents were pitched in the gardens and on 
the roofs, and outside the walls in the valleys and on the 
hill-sides. 

It was the Passover which had brought them all together, 
the great feast in memory of the deliverance of the people 
from Egypt long ago. The feast lasted seven days, but one 
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(Copyright, 1903, by William H. Rau, Phila.) 

A potter and his wheel, Nazareth. 



day was the chief day, when the Passover Iamb was killed 

and eaten. The day before, all raised bread and all yeast 

had been put out of the 

houses, and all dishes and 

furniture had been cleaned. 

On the chief day, in the after- 
noon, thousands crowded into 

the temple courts, which were 

gaily trimmed in honor of the 

feast, and stood in long rows 

before the temple, each with 

a lamb. At the blowing of 

the trumpets the lambs were 

killed. Long lines of priests 

in white robes passed the 

blood up to the altar in gold 

and silver bowls. The fat 

was burned by the priests on 

the altar, and the lambs were taken away to be carefully 

roasted for the feast. In the evening the people gathered 

in companies of ten to 
twenty, reclining about 
the low table. On the 
table were the roast lamb, 
thin cakes of bread, bitter 
herbs, a dish of preserved 
fruits, and wine. During 
the feast Psalms of re- 
joicing were sung. At a 
certain time one of those 
present, usually the 
youngest boy, asked the 
meaning of the feast, and 
one of the old men told 
the story of the escape 
from Egypt and the first 
Passover. Before mid- 
night the feast was ended. 
Other ceremonies occu- 




(Photograph by E. W. Strawbridge.) 

Coming from the fountain, Nazareth. 



pied several following days, but the people need not stay to 
them, and many of them began to scatter to their homes. 
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There was great confusion as one company after another 
made ready to start in the cool of the moonlight evenings. 
Camels and donkeys were being saddled and loaded, the nar- 
row streets were crowded with people running back and 
forth shouting to one another and to their animals, and as 
fast as they were ready hurrying on towards the gates of 
the city. Among the rest the Nazareth friends started, 
Mary and Joseph with them. They would not go far the 
first night, but would stop outside the city to see that all 




(Hofmann : Franz Hanfstaengl Art Publishing House, Munich and New York.) 
With the doctors in the temple. 

were there, that nothing had been left behind, and to arrange 
themselves for the journey. Why do we see Mary and Jo- 
seph turning back again to Jerusalem, sorrowfully search- 
ing in the streets and the temple courts ? 

Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the pass- 
over. And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after 
the custom of the feast. And when they had fulfilled the days, as they 
returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his 
mother knew not of it. But they, supposing him to have been in the com- 
pany, went a day's journey; and they sought him among their kinsfolk and 
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acquaintance. And when they found him not, they turned back again to 
Jerusalem, seeking him. And it came to pass, that after three days they 
found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing 
them, and asking them questions. And all that heard him were astonished 
at his understanding and answers. And when they saw him, they were 
amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with 
us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. And he said unto 
them. How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my 
Father's business? And they understood not the saying which he spake 
unto them. And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was 
subject unto them : but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart. 

And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God 
and man. — Luke II. 41-52, 



THE LORD'S BAPTISM AT THE JORDAN. 



We once sat together on the Mount of Olives looking down 
upon the temple and the houses of Jerusalem. To-day let us 
go over the crest of the hill following this road which leads 
to Jericho. On the slope of the Mount of Olives we pass the 
little town of Bethany, 
looking out towards the 
south and east over the 
barren hills of the wil- 
derness. A short day's 
journey on this rough 
road, among the brown, 
dry hills, brings us to 
the brow of the high 
cliffs which overlook the 
plain of the Jordan. It 
is a sunny plain some 
eight miles wide, between 
these hills on which we 
stand and the blue moun- 
tains which rise as a wall 
on its eastern side. 




(Copyright, 1903, by C. H. Orayes, Phila.) 
The Hasbany River, the northern branch 
of the Jordan. 



Along the middle of the 
plain a line of dark green shows where the Jordan runs, and 
following the line towards the south we see the dark blue 
water of the Dead Sea. This plain is really a deep trough 
in the earth's surface, so deep that if a channel should be 

21 
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cut to let in the water from the Mediterranean it would rise 
to the hill-tops where we stand. 

It is a beautiful green plain wherever it is watered by 
springs and streams. By our side where we stand there is a 
chasm, between the brightly colored cliffs, so deep that we 
can hardly see the brook which we hear running in the bot- 
tom. This brook is the Kelt, supposed by some to be the 
Cherith of the old time, by which Elijah was hid when the 
ravens brought him food. Where the brook runs out into 
the plain just at our feet, the city of Jericho stood in the 
New-Testament days, surrounded by its gardens and or- 
chards. As we go down the hill to cross the plain towards 
the Jordan we see some ruins of the city. 

Turn a little towards the north across the sunny mead- 
ows. As we draw near the river the ground breaks steeply 




Plain of Jericho, looking south. 

down to a lower level. This lower plain, a mile or so in 
width, is filled with a thicket of trees among which the 
Jordan runs. It is a swift stream about one hundred feet 
in width, and there are places where it usually may be 
forded. Here and there is an opening among the trees with 
a stony beach by the water's side. At a place called Beth- 
abara — perhaps at the ford a little below the Sea of Galilee 
— the people, long ago, were gathering from Jerusalem and 
JudaBa, and the country round about Jordan. They had 
come to hear a man of the desert, who preached repentance. 
John the Baptist was a man with weather-beaten face 
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and with uncut hair; for he was a Nazarite, one set apart 
to the service of the Lord. He wore a garment of coarse 
camel's hair cloth bound with a leathern girdle. His home 
had been in the deserts bordering the Dead Sea, and his food 
had been the great brown locusts (grasshoppers, the children 
would call them), and wild honey. Even to-day the poor 
Arabs eat the locusts, drying their bodies and stewing them 
or mixing them with other food. The wild honey was plen- 
tiful in the wilderness, for in the rainy winter there were 
many flowers from which the bees gathered it and laid it 
away in the caves of the rocks. 

John had lived in the desert, but now he was sent to 
baptize and to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. 
Read the story, and how the Lord Himself came to be bap- 
tized by John in the Jordan. 

In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of 
Judaea, and saying, Repent ye : for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. For 
this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, 

The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 

Make his paths straight. 

And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle 

about his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey. Then went 

out to him Jerusalem, and all 

Judaea, and all the region 

round about Jordan, and were 

baptized of him in Jordan, 

confessing their sins. But 

when he saw many of the 

Pharisees and Sadducees come 

to his baptism, he said unto 

them, generation of vipers, 

who hath warned you to flee 

from the wrath to come? 

Bring forth therefore fruits 

meet for repentance: and think 

not to say within yourselves, 

We have Abraham to o u r By the bank of Jordan. 

father: for I say unto you, 

that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham. And 

now also the ax is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree 

which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 

I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance : but he that cometh after 

me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear : he shall baptize 

you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: whose fan is in his hand, and he 
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will throughly purge his floor,*' and gather his wheat into the garner ; but 
he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire. 

Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized 
of him. But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, 
and comest thou to me? And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be 
so now : for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered 
him. And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the 
water : and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of 
God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: and lo a voice from 
heaven, saying. This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. — 
Matthew III, 



THE LORD'S TEMPTATIONS. 

Thebe are some days when we are unhappy ; when things 
go wrong and people seem unkind; even the sunshine and 
beautiful flowers and trees do not seem beautiful. We are 
unhappy, and the trouble is in ourselves. No matter what is 
around us, there are no bright happy thoughts and feelings in 
our minds. We are in a wilderness. At such times bad and 
selfish feelings come out from their hiding places like wild 
beasts. When the Lord was on earth He had unhappy days. 
He was '^a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief." He 
never did what was not good, and never said what was not 
true, but there were days when unhappy feelings came to 
Him, days when evil spirits tried with all their power to 
overcome Him. Then He was in the wilderness and with the 
wild beasts. We read of such a time of trial soon after the 
Lord was baptized by John. 

This was not the only time of temptation in the Lord's 
life. When it was ended, we read that the devil departed 
from Him for a season. And as we read the story of the 
Lord's life we shall find that He spent nights in prayer, 
and that as long as He lived on earth there were times of 
trial greater than ever come to us. Besides what is told 



* There are threshing-floors near every little town in Palestine. The 
earth is made level, and when the grain is cut it is brought here to be 
threshed out by driving the cattle around and around over it, sometimes 
drawing a drag with sharp points in the bottom. Then the farmer takes 
his " fan," a large wooden shovel, and throws the grain up into the air, till 
the chaff is blown away and the good grain is thoroughly cleaned. 
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us in the Gospels about the Lord's temptations, they are 
described in other parts of the Scriptures; the Psalms of 
sorrow and the accounts of famines and of wars have this 
deeper meaning. 

At the side of the Jordan valley, a mile to the north from 
the road by which we come down from Jerusalem, there is a 
stern barren cliff, very rough and wild. At its foot is a 
spring and the ruins of an old city, the Jericho of the Old- 
Testament time. The cliff is stained and seamed and full of 
caves. Many hermits have lived in these caves, and some 




Mount Karantel, the cliff behind old Jericho. 

live there to-day ; for there is an old tradition that the Lord 
was tempted in this mountain. We may well believe that in 
His temptation He turned aside among these bare and lonely 
hills. They would be a picture of His unhappy state of mind. 

Then was Jesus led up of the spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 
of the devil. And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was 
afterward an hundred. And when the tempter came to him, he said. If thou 
be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. But he 
answered and said. It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. Then the devil taketh 
him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple,* and 

* The angle of the temple wall rose high above the Kidron valley. 
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saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is 

written, 

He shall give his angels charge concerning thee : 

And in their hands they shall bear thee up. 

Lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 

Jesus said unto him, It is written again. Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy 
God. Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and 
sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; and 
saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and 




IBy permission of Palestine Hizploration Fund.) 

Wilderness of Judaea, looking south from Masada. 

worship me. Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is 
written. Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou 
serve. Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered 
unto him. — Matthew IV. 1-11, 



THE FIRST FOLLOWERS. 



The temptation in the wilderness was passed, and the 
Lord came again to the place where John was baptizing. 
People of every kind had come together to see and hear 
John, questioning whether he were the Messiah, the great 
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King, whom they were all expecting. There were publicans, 
as the tax-gatherers were called, and soldiers, and priests, 
and Pharisees from Jerusalem, and common people from 
the country all about. And there were fishermen from the 
Sea of Galilee, who 
listened earnestly to 
John and were ready 
to follow the Lord. 
There were others in 
other places who were 
ready when the Lord 
should call them. 

The Lord, who 
made all things, in 
His great love for 
men had come to live 
with them and save 
them! He had been 
living among men 
now for thirty years. 
He had been a little 
child in Bethlehem ; 
He had lived many 
years in Nazareth ; 
He .had questioned 
with the doctors in 

the temple at Jerusalem. He had been living in the midst 
of them, but they did not yet know that He was the Lord. 
John's Gospel simply and sadly says. 




(Copyright, 1903, by William H. Rau, Phila.) 
A Bethlehem street. 



He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world 
knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 
But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons 
of God, even to them that believe on his name: which were bom, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and 
truth.— John 7. 10-14, 



The same Gospel then goes on to tell of the first recog- 
nition of the Lord among the followers of John the 
Baptist. 
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The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. This is he of wham 
I said, After me cometh a man which is preferred before me: for he was 
before me. And I knew him not: but that he should be made manifest to 
Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with water. And John bare record, 
saying, I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode 
upon him. And I knew him not : but he that sent me to baptize with water, 

the same said unto me, Upon whom 
! thou shalt see the Spirit descending, 

. and remaining on him, the same is 
W^^ .Wt^^ ^^ "^r-* ^^ which baptizeth with the Holy 

Ghost. And I saw, and bare record 
that this is the Son of God. 

Again the next day after John 
stood, and two of his disciples; and 
looking upon Jesus as he walked, he 
saith. Behold the Lamb of God! 
And the two disciples heard him 
speak, and they followed Jesus. 
Then Jesus turned, and saw them 
(Copyright, 1903, by William H.Rau.Phiia.) following, and saith uuto them. 

Carriers of water and milk, Nazareth. What seek ye ? They said unto 

him. Rabbi, (which is to say, being 
interpreted. Master,) where dwellest thou? He saith unto them. Come and 
see. They came and saw where he dwelt, and abode with him that day: 
for it was about the tenth hour. One of the two which heard John speak, 
and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. He first findeth 
his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messias, 
which is, being interpreted, the Christ. And he brought him to Jesus. 
And when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona: 
thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone. 

The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and findeth Philip, 
and saith unto him. Follow me. Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of 
Andrew and Peter. Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him. We have 
found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus 
of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. And Nathanael said unto him. Can there 
any good thing come out of Nazareth ? Philip saith unto him. Come and see. 
Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, Behold an Israelite 
indeed, in whom is no guile! Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest 
thou me ? Jesus answered and said unto him. Before that Philip called thee, 
when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee. Nathanael answered and saith 
unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel. 
Jesus answered and said unto him. Because I said unto thee, I saw thee 
under the fig tree, believest thou? thou shalt see greater things than these. 
And he saith unto him. Verily, verily, I say unto you. Hereafter ye shall see 
heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the 
Son of man. — John 7. 29-51, 
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THE BEGINNING OF MIRACLES. 



We have followed with the Lord from the Jordan into 
Galilee, and come now with Him to the little town of Cana, 
probably the village called Kefr Kenna, just over the hills 
to the northeast of Nazareth. The flat-roofed stone houses 
of the little town stand close together on a southwestern hill- 
side. At the foot of the slope is a fine spring of clear water 
at which the people of the village fill their jars, and the rest 
runs down in a stream to water the orchards of olives and 
pomegranates and the grain fields, and out through the little 
valley into a great meadow. This town was Nathanael's 
home, and perhaps the Lord was already near Cana when 
Philip called Nathanael as he sat under the fig tree. 

^^ There was a marriage in Cana of Galilee.'' A wedding 
in that country and in those days was quite different from 
weddings you have 
seen. Often the 
bride and bride- 
groom prepared for 
the wedding by 
fasting and prayer. 
On the wedding day, 
often in the evening, 
the bridegroom 
went to the bride's 
home with a party 
of his friends to 
bring her to his 
house with music 
and rejoicing. As 
they came they were 

joined by friends who made a gay procession, carrying 
lamps and torches and flowers. At the bridegroom's home 
the marriage feast was ready, and the feasting and rejoicing 
often lasted for some days. A friend of the bridegroom 
took charge, called the governor of the feast. We shall re- 
member the procession and the marriage feast when we read 
of the wise and foolish virgins waiting for the bridegroom, 
and of the king who made a marriage for his son and at 




(Copyright, 1903, by William H. Kau, Phila.) 

Cana of Galilee. 
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supper time sent his servants to call those that were bidden 
to the marriage. There was a marriage feast in Cana. 

We think of a low flat-roofed house built about an open 
court into which the doors and windows of the rooms opened, 

perhaps under the shelter 
of a porch or gallery. Low 
tables were spread, about 
which the guests reclined on 
couches, resting on the left 
arm with the right hand 
free. By the door were 
six large stone jars for 
water, where the guests 
might wash their hands 
before and after eating, 
and where the dishes also 
might be rinsed according 
to the strict rules of the 
Jews. The water for the 
jars was no doubt brought 
from the spring at the foot of the hill. We must read about 
the marriage in Cana, and the first miracle which showed 
the disciples the Lord's wonderful power. 

And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the 
mother of Jesus was there: and both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to 
the marriage. And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto 
him, They have no wine. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do 
with thee? mine hour is not yet come. His mother saith unto the servants, 
Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it. And there were set there six waterpots 
of stone, after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, containing two or 
three firkins apiece.* Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with water. 
And they filled them up to the brim. And he saith unto them. Draw out 
now, and bear unto the governor of the feast. And they bare it. When the 
ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and knew not 
whence it was: (but the servants which drew the water knew;) the governor 
of the feast called the bridegroom, and saith unto him, Every man at the 
beginning doth set forth good wine; and when men have well drunk, then 
that which is worse: but thou hast kept the good wine until now. This 
beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth 
his glory; and his disciples believed on him. — John II. 1-11, 



{Photograph by J. K. Smyth.) 

The spring at Cana. 



* They were large jars, holding from eighteen to twenty-seven gallons 
«ach. 
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DRIVING THE TRADERS FROM THE TEMPLE. 

We remember the Passover, the great feast in the spring 
of every year, in memory of the deliverance from Egypt. At 
that time the Jews came from all parts of Palestine and from 
distant lands to Jerusalem. We remember the beautiful 
temple with the holy chamber where Zacharias burned the 
incense. Before the door was the great altar of burnt-offer- 
ing, where the fire was always burning. About the temple 
and the altar was the court where priests moved to and fro. 
A few steps led down to the court of the men of Israel. I^rom 
this court more steps led under a beautiful gate-way to the 




The Dome of the Kock and temple area. 

court of the women, from which still other steps led to the 
great court of the Gentiles which reached to the colonnades 
on the brow of the high city wall. 

Some eighteen years had passed since the day when the 
Lord was found in the temple, among the doctors, hearing 
and asking questions. It was again the season of the Pass- 
over. The city was full of people and especially the temple 
courts, for they must make ready their lambs for the feast. 
Many of them had come a long journey and had brought the 
money to buy the Passover lamb, and doves or oxen for offer- 
ings which they might need to make. There were traders 
ready to sell to the people and at very large prices; and 
these traders, by paying large rents to the priests, were 
allowed to set up their stalls and carry on their trade in the 
very courts of the temple itself. When people came to wor- 
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ship they found men calling out their wares and quarrelling 
and cheating those who were buying offerings. And there 

were others who would 
change the pilgrims' money, 
for they came from all parts 
ojf the country and the 
world, and brought such 
money as they had. They 
must have it changed for 
Jewish money. Every one 
must have exactly the right 
coin, a half-shekel silver 
piece, to pay as a tax to 
the temple. The money- 
changers were often dis- 
honest men, and there was 
much quarrelling over the 
coins. And from all this 
How very different from the 
holy thoughts and prayers with which priests and people 
should come into the Lord's temple! 

This is what the Lord found when He came to the Pass- 
over. He drove out the traders and the money-changers, 
and the courts of the temple were once more quiet for those 
. who came to worship and pray. So He will help us to drive 
out all that is selfish from ourselves, that He may find a 
dwelling-place in us. And 
so He was driving out all 
selfish thoughts and feel- 
ings from His own human 
life, that it might be the 
perfect temple and taber- 
nacle of God among men. 



A Jewish money-changer. 

the priests were making gain. 



And the Jews' passover 
was at hand, and Jesus went 
up to Jerusalem, and found in 
the temple those that sold oxen 
and sheep and doves, and the 
changers of money sitting: and 




(Copyright, 1903, by William H. Rau, Phila.) 

Sheep sale at the Damascus Gate, Jerusalem. 



when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the 
temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers' money, 
and overthrew the tables; and said unto them that sold doves. Take these 
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things hence; make not my Father's house an house of merchandise. And 
his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath 
eaten me up. Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What sign 
shewest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these things? Jesus answered 
and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 
up. Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, 
and wilt thou rear it up in three days? But he spake of the temple of his 
body. When therefore he was risen from the dead, his disciples remem- 
bered that he had said this unto them; and they believed the scripture, and 
the word which Jesus had said. 

Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, many 
believed in his name, when they saw the miracles which he did. But Jesus 
did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men, and needed 
not that any should testify of man : for he knew what was in man. — John 
IL 13-25. 



AT JACOB'S WELL. 

The Passover was kept in the spring. Perhaps the sum- 
mer and autumn months had passed while the Lord was 
teaching in Judaea, and the winter had now come, when the 




Jacob's well and Mount Gerizim. 



growing grain had yet four months to harvest. The Lord 
led the disciples again towards Galilee, and they must pass 
through the middle part of the country called Samaria. If 
we journey along the way by which they went, as we come 
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near to the mountains Ebal and Gerizim the path leads into 
a beautiful broad green meadow. Then it turns westward 
through the notch between the two mountains and passes 
Shechem, and then on to the north. 

But stop as we begin to turn from the beautiful meadow 
around the shoulder of Mount Gerizim. It is a charming 
spot; and remember how much has happened here. Here 
Abraham camped when he first came into the country ; Jacob 
afterwards lived here and bought this land, and just where 
we stand he dug a well that he might water his flocks and 
have no dispute with others who used the neighboring 
springs. It was a deep well or cistern dug in the rock. By 
going down a few steps among ruins which surround the 
place, one can still see the well and the much worn stone 
which forms its mouth. Jacob gave this beautiful meadow 

to Joseph. And do 
^ you remember how 
Jacob once sent Jo- 
seph to find his breth- 
ren as they kept the 
flocks? This is the 
field where he wan- 
d e r e d looking for 
them; and here in 
this same ground the 
bones of Joseph were 
buried when the peo- 
ple came from Egypt. 
But after many 
years the children of 
Israel who lived in 
these valleys were 
carried captives to countries far away, by the armies of the 
king of Assyria who lived at Nineveh, and other people 
were brought to live in this land. They worshipped idols, 
and when they were troubled by the wild beasts they thought 
it was because they did not know the worship of the God 
of the land. One of the old priests was brought back to 
teach them about the Lord, but they kept their idols and 
never learned to worship the Lord alone. The Jews would 
not let these strangers help in rebuilding the temple at Jeru- 




(Copyright, 1903, by William H. Bau, Phila.) 
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(Photograph by the principal of Bishop Gobart's 
school, Jerusalem.) 

The stone on Jacob's well. 



salem after the return from Babylon, and the Samaritans 

had built a temple of their own on Mount Gerizim. The 

temple on Mount Gerizim 

was in ruins at the time 

that the Lord passed 

through Samaria, but still 

the Samaritans worshipped 

there, and they do even 

now. The Samaritans and 

the Jews were never 

friends, and sometimes 

there was even fighting 

between them. 

The Lord with His dis- 
ciples was passing through 

Samaria. He came to this beautiful meadow. It was prob- 
ably about noon, and being weary with His journey He 

rested on the well while 
the disciples went on 
into the town to buy 
f o o d, — p erhaps to 
Shechem or perhaps 
to Sychar, now called 
Askar, nearer by, at the 
foot of Mount Ebal. 

Let us read what 
happened at Jacob's 
well. 

When therefore the Lord 
knew how the Pharisees had 
heard that Jesus made and 
baptized more disciples than 
John, (though Jesus himself 
baptized not, but his dis- 
ciples,) he left JudsBa, and 
departed again into Galilee. 
And he must needs go 
through Samaria. Then 
Cometh he to a city of Sa- 
maria, which is called Sychar, 
near to the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Now 
Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, 
sat thus on the well: and it was about the sixth hour. There cometh a 







(Hofmann : B. Benda, Lausanne ; Wm. U. Ran, Phila.) 
The Lord at Jacob's well. 
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woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto her, Give me to 
drink. (For his disciples were gone away unto the city to buy meat.) 
Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou, being 
a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews 
have no dealings with the Samaritans. Jesus answered and said unto 
her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, 
Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have 
given thee living water. The woman saith unto him. Sir, thou hast noth- 
ing to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then hast thou that 
living water? Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us 
the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle? 
Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall 
thirst again: but whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him 
shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him 




Shechem, from the west. 

a well of water springing up into everlasting life. The woman saith unto 
him. Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come hither to draw. 
Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither. The woman 
answered and said, I have no husband. Jesus said unto her. Thou hast 
well said, I have no husband: for thou hast had five husbands; and he 
whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that saidst thou truly. The 
woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet. Our fathers 
worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place 
where men ought to worship. Jesus saith unto her. Woman, believe me, 
the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jeru- 
salem, worship the Father. Ye worship ye know not what: we know what 
we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. But the hour cometh, and now 
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is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in 
truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and 
they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. The 
woman saith unto him, I know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ : 
when he is come, he will tell us all things. Jesus saith unto her, I that 
speak unto thee am he. 

And upon this came his disciples, and marvelled that he talked with 
the woman: yet no man said, What seekest thou? or, Why talkest thou 
with her? The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into 
the city, and saith to the men, Come, see a man, which told me all things 
that ever I did: is not this the Christ? Then they went out of the city, 
and came unto him. In the mean while his disciples prayed him, say- 
ing. Master, eat. But he said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye 
know not of. Therefore said the disciples one to another. Hath any man 
brought him ought to eat? Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will 
of him that sent me, and to finish his work. Say not ye, There are yet four 
months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you. Lift up your 
eyes, and look on the fields ; for they are white already to harvest. And he 
that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that 
both he that soweth and he that reapeth may reoice together. And herein 
is that saying true. One soweth, and another reapeth. I sent you to reap 
that whereon ye bestowed no labour : other men laboured, and ye are entered 
into their labours. 

And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him for the saying 
of the woman, which testified, He told me all that ever I did. So when the 
Samaritans were come unto him, they besought him that he would tarry 
with them : and he abode there two days. And many more believed because 
of his own word; and said unto the woman, Now we believe, not because 
of thy saying : for we have heard him ourselves, and know that this is indeed 
the Christ, the Saviour of the world. — John IV. 1-42. 



HEALING AT THE POOL OF BETHESDA. 

If we could walk together through the streets of Jeru- 
salem we should see many strange things. The gates of the 
city are interesting. They are archways in the wall which 
are closed with heavy wooden doors. They all are named, 
some of them for the towns to which the roads from the 
gates lead, — the Jaffa Gate, the Damascus Gate. The streets 
are very narrow, often arched over, and with steps where 
the way is steep. The shops are small. Many of them you 
would not try to enter, but would make your bargain stand- 
ing in the street. There are also outdoor markets for fruit 
and other things. And everywhere people who by their faces 
and dress and manners take us back to Bible days. 

22 
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There is a place in the city where, if we should look 
from the roofs of the houses or from the back windows of 
the shops, we should see a large pool of water, shut in by 
the walls of the buildings. It is a reservoir to which the 
water comes from outside the city walls. It is called the 

**Pool of Hezekiah." In 
other parts of Jerusalem 
there are other such pools, 
but most of them are now 
dry. 

Not far from the eastern 
gate of the city, in the yard 
of the church of St. Anna, is 
a pool that is called still by 
a name which means the 
same as Bethesda, ''house 
of mercy." The pool is cut 
almost wholly in the rock, 
and is double, like the pages 
of an open book. About the 
sides and between the two 
halves of the pool were 
porches supported by pillars. 
Many sick people lay in the 
shade of these porches, some of them on their light beds or 
mats, ''waiting for the moving of the water." There was 
a beautiful tradition that at certain times an angel troubled 
the water and gave it healing power. On the wall of this 
pool has been found a painting of the angel coming down 
to the water. 

There was a feast at Jerusalem. It was perhaps the 
Passover after that when the Lord drove the traders from 
the temple, or a feast which was held a little earlier in the 
spring. The temple courts and the squares of the city 
were filled with pilgrims. There was a multitude by the 
pool of Bethesda as the Lord came among them on a Sab- 
bath day. 




(Copyright, 1903, by William H Rau, Phila.) 

Pool of Hezekiah, Jerusalem. 



After this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jeru- 
salem. 

Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called 
in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches. In these lay a great 
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multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving 
of the water. For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and 
troubled the water: whosoever then first after the troubling of the water 
stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had. And a certain 
man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years. When Jesus 
saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he 
saith unto him. Wilt thou be made whole ? The impotent man answered him. 
Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool: 
but while I am coming, another steppeth down before me. Jesus saith unto 
him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. And immediately the man was made 
whole, and took up his bed, and walked. 

And on the same day was the sabbath. The Jews therefore said unto 
him that was cured. It is the sabbath day: it is not lawful for thee to 




An old pool, Jerusalem. 



carry thy bed. He answered them, He that made me whole, the same 
said unto me. Take up thy bed, and walk. Then asked they him. What 
man is that which said unto thee, Take up thy bed, and walk? And 
he that was healed wist not who it was: for Jesus had conveyed himself 
away, a multitude being in that place. Afterward Jesus findeth him 
in the temple, and said unto him. Behold, thou art made whole: sin no 
more, lest a worse thing come unto thee. The man departed, and told 
the Jews that it was Jesus, which had made him whole. And therefore 
did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to slay him, because he had 
done these things on the sabbath day. — John V, 1-16, 
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IN THE SYNAGOGUE AT NAZAEETH. 

We remember the town of Nazareth with its little meadow 
high up among the hills of Galilee. There was the village 
spring, and near by, the streets and houses clustered on 
the sunny hill-side. This was the Lord's home from the 
time when He was brought back from Egypt as a little 
child. From here He went to the Passover when He was 
twelve years old, and returned to be subject to Mary and 
Joseph. Here He worked with Joseph as a carpenter, and 
day by day, all unknown to those about Him, He brought 
the Divine love and power down into the world. From Naza- 
reth, when the Lord was about thirty years old. He went 
to the Jordan to be baptized by John. And now on a Sab- 
bath day He came back to the town which had been His 
home, to the people who had seen Him so often but known 
Him so little. 

There was a synagogue in Nazareth, a Jewish church, 
where the Scriptures were read on Sabbath days, and per- 
haps on other days the syna- 
gogue was used as a school. 
On the Sabbath morning the 
people hurried through the 
street, for they were taught 
to go quickly, not stopping 
to speak by the way. They 
left their sandals at the 
door, and each man bound 

Phylactery for the forehead: width of j^j^ phyl^CtcrieS OU his forC- 
box two inches. , t i t . i i i 

head and arm, — little boxes 
in which were folded away strips of parchment with verses 
from the law. This was the way they kept the command 
to bind the law for a sign upon their hands, and to make 
it as frontlets between their eyes. Inside, the synagogue 
was a plain, large hall, with a flat roof supported on rows 
of columns. At one end was a case where the rolls of the 
Bible were carefully kept in their covers. Before it hung an 
ever-burning lamp. At this end, facing the rest of the peo- 
ple, those who loved the chief seats in the synagogue took 
their places. Near the middle of the room was a platform 
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on which stood a reading-desk, and around this the men 
were sitting on the stone-paved floor. The women had 
a part to themselves, perhaps in a gallery at the end of 
the room. 

The services were opened by a reader standing at the 
desk on the platform, who read certain prayers followed by 
verses from the law and by more prayers. During the prayer 
the people stood. The rest of the time they sat on the floor. 
They all joined in some sentences of praise, and often re- 
sponded **Amen" to the reader's words. Later in the 
service a sacred roll was reverently taken from the case 




Nazareth, from the hill above the town. 

by the keeper of the synagogue and its covers tenderly 
removed. It was a roll of parchment or of soft leather 
written very neatly by hand. It was as if the pages of 
a book were written only on one side and were fastened 
together edge to edge in one long strip. A stick was at- 
tached to each end, and as the reader found his place he 
imroUed the scroll from one stick and rolled it up on the 
other. Some one from the company was invited to read the 
lessons for the day, and afterwards the reader usually sat 
down upon the platform to teach the people from what had 
been read. 

On that Sabbath in Nazareth the keeper took from the 
case the roll of the Prophet Isaiah, and it was given to the 
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Lord to read. When He had opened the roll He found the 
place where it is written, ^*The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the 
poor." And when He had finished reading He closed the 
roll, gave it again to the keeper, and sat down to teach the 
people, * * and the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue 
were fastened on him. ' ' Imagine yourself in the synagogue 
as you read the story. 

And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there 
went out a fame of him through all the region round about. And he taught 
in their synagogues, being glorified of all. 

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as 
his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and 
stood up for to read. And there was delivered unto him the book of 
the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the 
place where it was written, 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me. 

Because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; 

He hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, 

To preach deliverance to the captives. 

And recovering of sight to the blind, 

To set at liberty them that are bruised, 

To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 

And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. 
And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him. 
And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your 
ears. And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which 
proceeded out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this Joseph's son ? And 
he said unto them. Ye will surely say unto me this proverb, Physician, heal 
thyself : whatsoever we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in thy 
country. And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in his 
own country. But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the 
days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, 
when great famine was throughout all the land; but untT) none of them 
was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that was 
a widow. And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseus * the 
prophet ; and none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian. And 
all they in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with 
wrath, and rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led him unto the 

* The prophets are called Elijah and Elisha in the Old Testament, 
and the stories are told in 1 Kings xvii. and 2 Kings v. In the old 
time Gentile people in other lands had been more ready than the Jews 
to obey the Lord's prophets, and now they were more ready to receive 
the Lord. 
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brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they might cast him 
down headlong. But he passing through the midst of them went his 
way, and came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and taught them 
on the sabbath days. And they were astonished at his doctrine: for his 
word was with power. — Luke IV, 14-32, 



CALLED TO BE DISCIPLES. 



The Sea of Galilee is a beautiful mountain lake of 
clear, blue water, lying deep among the hills. The hills 
rise steeply from the water along both shores, but at the 
northwestern part of the sea they stand back from the 
beach, leaving a crescent-shaped meadow about a mile in 
width. This is the plain of Gennesaret. Many things 
which are told in the Gospels took place in this plain and 




Magdala and the plain of Gennesaret. 

by this shore. In the old time it was a very fruitful 
meadow; the soil is good and it was watered by several 
large springs. The hills about keep off the cold wind, 
and the gardens of Gennesaret were famous for early 
fruits. Several cities stood near the shore. Capernaum 
was probably in the northern corner of the plain, where 
the Fig Spring breaks out from under a cliff. Near the 
southern corner of the plain was Magdala, and several little 
towns between. 
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(Copyright, 1903, by VM.liam H. Rau, Phila.) 
Drying and mending nets, Tiberias. 



The plain of Gennesaret was a busy place. Besides the 
farmers working in the fields, many traders were passing 
with caravans of camels, carrying goods from Damascus 

over to the Mediter- 
1 / ranean shore; and in 

l* / these towns lived many 

fishermen who supplied 
fish from the lake to 
the markets of Jeru- 
salem and other towns. 
Sometimes they fished 
from the shore, as we 
see Eastern fishermen 
to-day, skilfully throw- 
ing a net so that it falls 
in a circle on the water, 
then diving in and gath- 
ering the net together ; or they fastened one end of a large 
net to the shore, and carried the other end out into the lake, 
encircling as many fishes as they could. Sometimes they 
fished from boats, of which there are still a few on the Sea 
of Q-alilee. They are stout boats some twenty-five feet 
long, with pointed ends, a little deck in the bow and stern, 
a three-cornered sail 
and heavy oars. The 
white sails are very 
pretty on the blue 
lake. 

The Lord had 
come from Nazareth 
to make His home 
at Capernaum, in 
this busy plain by 
the shore of this 
beautiful lake. He 
walked along the 
shore where the 
beach of shells and 

pebbles divides the clear water from the meadows. Behind 
Him were the grain fields sheltered by the pasture-hills; 
before Him was the blue water stretching away some six 




Fishing-boat on the Sea of Galilee. 
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miles to the purple eastern shore. And as He walked He 
called some fishermen from their nets, to go with Him and 
be His faithful disciples. In one Gospel we read : — 



From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say. Repent: for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon 
called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they 
were fishers. And he saith 
unto them, Follow me, and 
I will make you fishers of 
men. And they straight- 
way left their nets, and 
followed him. And going 
on from thence, he saw 
other two brethren, James 
the son of Zebedee, and 
John his brother, in a 
ship with Zebedee their 
father, mending their nets; 
and he called them. And 
they immediately left the 
ship and their father, and 
followed h i m. — Matthew 
IV, 17-22, 

The fishermen 
knew the voice that 
called. Some of 
them had seen the 
Lor(J at the Jordan 
and had heard John^s 
words, ''Behold the 
Lamb of God." An- 
other Gospel tells us 
also of a sign of His 
great power which 
the Lord gave to the fishermen as He called them. 




And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon him to hear the 
word of God, he stood by the lake of Gennesaret, and saw two ships standing 
by the lake: but the fishermen were gone out of them, and were washing 
their nets. And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon's, and 
prayed him that he would thrust out a little from the land. And he sat 
down, and taught the people out of the ship. Now when he had left speak- 
ing, he said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets 
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for a draught. And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have 
toiled all the night, and have taken nothing : nevertheless at thy word I will 
let down the net. And when they had this done, they inclosed a great 
multitude of fishes: and their net brake. And they beckoned unto their 
partners, which were in the other ship, that they should come and help them. 
And they came, and filled both the ships, so that they began to sink. When 
Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying. Depart from me; 
for I am a sinful man, Lord. For he was astonished, and all that were 
with him, at the draught of the fishes which they had taken: and so was 
also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. 
And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch 
men. And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and 
followed him. — Luke V. 1-11. 

Another man whom the Lord called to be a disciple was 
Matthew, or Levi, who afterwards wrote the story of the 
Lord's life that bears his name. He was a publican, a col- 
lector of taxes, perhaps of duties upon goods brought into 
the country from beyond the Jordan. The people hated the 
publicans, but the Lord found many among them who were 
glad to hear Him. 

And after these things he went forth, and saw a publican, named Levi, 
sitting at the receipt of custom : and he said unto him, Follow me. And he 
left all, rose up, and followed him. And Levi made him a gi*eat feast in 
his own house: and there was a great company of publicans and of others 
that sat down with them. But their scribes and Pharisees murmured against 
his disciples, saying. Why do ye eat and drink with publicans and sinners? 
And Jesus answering said unto them, They that are whole need not a physi- 
cian; but they that are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners 
to repentance. — Luke V. 27-32. 



HEALING THE SICK. 

The Lord went into the synagogue in Nazareth on the 
Sabbath day, and read from the Scriptures and taught the 
people. When He came from Nazareth to Capernaum, He 
taught them also on the Sabbath days ; and they were aston- 
ished at His doctrine, for He taught them as one that had 
authority, and not as the scribes. 

The Lord showed His love and His great power in other 
ways, by healing many that were sick. There were also peo- 
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pie who were possessed with devils or unclean spirits. In 
those days the evil spirits had gained such power that they 
actually took possession of men, and made them say and do 
as the evil spirits pleased, and made them do harm to them- 
selves and others. Even children were possessed in this way. 
But when the Lord came near, the devils were afraid and 
cried out; and when He commanded them to depart, they 
obeyed. The evil spirits knew the Lord, for He resisted and 
overcame them first in His own heart. They knew that they 

1 




Ruins of synagogue at Tell Hum, Sea of Galilee. 

must obey. And the same Lord who cast them out protects 
us from them, so that people are not possessed to-day as 
they were in the old time. The Lord is with us in every 
temptation, so that evil may not overcome us without our 
leave. 

Now we are with the people in the synagogue at Caper- 
naum, on a Sabbath day. 



And in the synagogue there was a man, which had a spirit of an unclean 
devil, and cried out with a loud voice, saying, Let us alone; what have we 
to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I 



348 



ON HOLY GROUND. 



know thee who thou art; the Holy One of God. And Jesus rebuked him, 
saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him. And when the devil had 
thrown him in the midst, he came out of him, and hurt him not. And they 
were all amazed, and spake among themselves, saying, What a word is 
this ! for with authority and power he commandeth the unclean spirits, and 
they come out. And the fame of him went* out into every place of the 
country round about. 

And he arose out of the synagogue, and entered into Simon's house. 
And Simon's wife's mother was taken with a great fever ; and they besought 

him for her. And he stood 
over her, and rebuked the 
fever; and it left her: and 
immediately she arose and 
ministered unto them. 

Now when the sun was 
setting,* all they that had 
any sick with divers diseases 
brought them unto him; and 
he laid his hands on every 
one of them, and healed 
them. And devils also came 
out of many, crying out, and 
saying. Thou art Christ the 
Son of God. And he re- 
buking them suffered them 
not to speak: for they knew 
that he was Christ. 

And when it was day, he 
departed and went into a 
desert place: and the peo- 
ple sought him, and came 
unto him, and stayed him, 
that he should not depart 
from them. And he said 
unto them, I must preach 
the kingdom of God to other cities also: for therefore am I sent. 
And he preached in the synagogues of Galilee. — Luke IV. 33-44. 




(Hofmaun : B. Benda, Lausanne; Wm. H. Kau, Phila.) 

The Lord healing the sick. 



And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness 
and all manner of disease among the people. And his fame went throughout 
all Syria : t and they brought unto him all sick people that were taken with 
divers diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with devils, 
and those which were lunatick, and those that had the palsy; and he healed 



* The report of what the Lord had done in the synagogue had spread 
to every home, but it was the Sabbath day, when no work was done. At 
sunset the Sabbath rest was over, and they could bring their sick friends 
to the Lord and ask His help. 

t Syria means the country about Damascus. 
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them. And there followed him great multitudes of people from Galilee, and 
from Decapolis,* and from Jerusalem, and from Judsea, and from beyond 
JoTdan.^Matthew IV, 23-25, 



THE PALSIED MAN. 

The Lord had been away from Capernaum for a time, but 
had come back again to the little town by the sea, which was 
called His home. The people had seen a great many signs 
of His wonderful kindness and power. He had healed in 
their synagogue, and when the sun set they had come about 
the house and been healed of many sicknesses. They heard 
that He was there, and came again to find Him. The multi- 
tude pressed about the door. We think of a house not very 




Flat earthen roofs, Damascus. 

different from that in Cana where the marriage feast was 
held, when the Lord made the water wine. It was a low 
house of perhaps two stories, built about a courtyard. The 
doors and windows of the house opened upon this court and 
a gate-way led to it from the street. Perhaps around the 
court, opening from the rooms of the second floor, there was 
a balcony shaded by a light roof where the Lord was stand- 



* Decapolis, the region of " the ten cities," was mostly east of Jordan, 
and southward of the Sea of Galilee. 
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ing. Near Him in the chamber or on the balcony Pharisees 
and doctors of the law were sitting, who had come from dis- 
tant places, listening and watching sharply, ready to find 
fault. The court below was full of eager people, and the gate- 
way which opened from the street. 

Among those who heard that the Lord was there were 
the friends of a man sick of the palsy, and they came, four 
of them, carrying the light couch or mat on which he lay. 
Palsy is paralysis, a disease in which one cannot move or 
cannot control his motions. The poor man who was brought 
to the Lord seems to have been unable to move at all. If his 
friends could only bring him to the Lord He would surely 
help him. 

There were usually stairs on the outside of the house 
leading to the flat roof, and often the houses were built in 




The Fig Spring and Sea of Galilee : Papyrus growing 
in tlie water. 

such a way that one could walk from one roof to another. 
The roofs in that country are made by laying long level 
rafters, across these short sticks, on these brush, and on this 
a layer of mud which is rolled hard. They climbed to the 
roof, perhaps by an outer stair, and from it they could reach 
the lighter tiling or thatch over the balcony where we think 
of the Lord as standing. They uncovered it, and let the sick 
man down before the Lord. See them tenderly lowering the 
bed, the Pharisees sitting by watching, the crowd in the court 
below with eager faces. The Lord spoke to the sick man, 
' ' and immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth 
before them all." Read the story, and the words which the 
Lord spoke when He healed the palsied man. 
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And again he entered into Capernaum after some days; and it was 
noised that he was in the house. And straightway many were gathered 
together, insomuch that there was no room to receive them, no, not so much 
as about the door: and he preached the word unto them. And they come 
unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy, which was borne of four. And 
when they could not come nigh unto him for the press, they uncovered the 
roof where he was: and when they had broken it up, they let down the bed 
wherein the sick of the palsy lay. When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto 
the sick of the palsy. Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. But there were certain 
of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts. Why doth this 
man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only? And 
immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so reasoned within 
themselves, he said unto them, Why reason ye these things in your hearts? 
Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven 
thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk? But that ye may 
know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he saith 
to the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee. Arise, and take up thy bed, and 
go thy way into thine house. And immediately he arose, took up the bed, 
and went forth before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and 
glorified God, saying. We never saw it on this fashion. — Mark II, 1-12. 



KEEPING THE SABBATH. 

'* Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy." This is 
one of the Ten Commandments which the Lord gave to the 




(Copyright, 1903, by WUliain H. Eau, Phila.) 

Tiberias and Sea of Galilee. 



children of Israel at Mount Sinai. Sabbath means rest. We 
ought on that day to lay aside our everyday work, and to 
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learn about the Lord and heaven, and to make the day as 
heavenly as we can. Then it will be a help towards the true 
heavenly rest when there is no more hard effort in putting 
away wrong thoughts and feelings, and in doing right. 

The Jews forgot that the Sabbath ought to be a heavenly 
day, that they ought to think about the Lord and heaven, and 
that they ought to do good, kind things which would make 
the day like heaven. They said that people must keep the 
day by not doing the least thing that was useful. They must 
not walk but a little way; they must carry only the least 
little thing. They must do almost nothing to help those 
that were sick. There were large books full of rules about 
what could be and could not be done. If one kept them he 
would surely not make the day at all like heaven. Did the 
Lord keep the Sabbath so? He healed the sick and did 

works of kindness on 

that day more than on 
other days. On that 
day He taught the 
people in the syna- 
gogue. 

It was a Sabbath 
day. The Lord was 
walking with the dis- 
ciples in one of the 
beaten paths through 
the wheat fields. 
There were no walls 
or fences. As they 
walked the Lord was 
teaching, and the dis- 
ciples as they listened 
picked some of the 
ears of wheat which 
overhung the path, 
and rubbed out the grains in their hands and ate them. 
There were some who found fault, not because they had 
taken the grain, for it was the law among the Jews that 
a traveller might pick what he wanted to eat ; but they found 
fault because the disciples had done this work on the Sab- 
bath. But the Lord said that they did no wrong. Indeed 
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At a village well. 
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the disciples' eating as they walked was a picture of what 
we all do on the Sabbath day if we listen to the Lord's teach- 
ing and are strengthened by it in heavenly life. 

At that time Jesus went on the sabbath day through the com; and his 
disciples were an hungred, and began to pluck the ears of corn, and to eat. 
But when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto him, Behold, thy disciples 
do that which is not lawful to do upon the sabbath day. But he said unto 
them. Have ye not read what David did, when he was an hungred, and they 
that were with him; how he entered into the house of God, and did eat 
the shewbread, which was not lawful for him to eat, neither for them which 
were with him, but only for the priests? * Or have ye not read in the law, 
how that on the sabbath days the priests in the temple profane the sabbath, 
and are blameless? But I say unto you. That in this place is one greater 
than the temple. But if ye had known what this meaneth, I will have mercy, 
and not sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the guiltless. For the Son 
of man is Lord even of the sabbath day. — Matthew XII, IS. 

Read what happened on another Sabbath. 

And when he was departed thence, he went into their synagogue : and, 
behold, there was a man which had his hand withered. And they asked him, 
saying. Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath days ? that they might accuse him. 
And he said unto them. What man shall there be among you, that shall. have 
one sheep, and if it fall into a pit on the sabbath day, will he not lay hold 
on it, and lift it out ? How much then is a man better than a sheep ? Where- 
fore it is lawful to do well on the sabbath days. Then saith he to the man, 
Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it forth; and it was restored 
whole, like as the other. Then the Pharisees went out, and held a council 
against him, how they might destroy him. — Matthew XII, 9-14, 



THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT. 

We remember the beautiful shore where the Sea of Galilee 
and the plain of Gennesaret meet, where Capernaum stood, 
which was the Lord^s home after leaving Nazareth, and 
where the fishermen lived whom the Lord called to be His 

* You can read about David and the shewbread in 1 Sam. xxi. David 
eating the holy bread of the tabernacle and sharing it with others repre- 
sented the Lord strengthening Himself with the Divine knowledge of what 
is good and imparting of that strength, by His instruction, to those about 
Him. Like the eating of the grain as they walked, it was a true picture 
of the Sabbath. The priests busy in the temple were still another picture 
of heavenly usefuhiess, which is the real Sabbath. 

23 
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disciples. From the southern corner of the green plain a 
valley opens up into the hills, with steep rocky sides. Clouds 
of pigeons fly out from its cliflfs giving it the name of the 
* ' Pigeon Valley. ' ' Looking up the valley from the shore we 
see a mountain much higher than the rest. It has a broad 
top rising a little at either end, and is called the *' Horns of 
Hattin. ' ' Hattin is a little town near by. The people living 
in the plain and sailing on the sea often looked up to this 
mountain above their home, and we think of it as the moun- 




(By permission of Palestiue Exploration Fund.) 

Plain and Horns of Hattin, from ruins of Irbid. 

tain into which the Lord led the disciples and the multitude, 
to speak to them the Blessings and Sermon on the Mount. 

Come with me up through the valley and climb the steep 
slope. As we saw from below, the top is broad, rising higher 
at either end. In fact, there is a sort of natural wall all 
about enclosing a large level space in the mountain's top. 
From the highest points, what a wide, beautiful view! 
Meadows checkered with many-colored crops, and green hills 
crowned here and there by little towns; far in the north, 
overlooking all the rest, the snowy ridge of Hermon. Below 
us as we face the Sea of Galilee are lovely sweeps of meadow, 
reaching to the brink, beyond which we see the dark blue 
water in its deep basin, and fainter blue mountains on the 
eastern shore. At our feet the meadows are broken by the 
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rugged gorge up which we came, and through this opening 
we see the head of the Sea of Galilee and the lovely plain 
of Gennesaret, in the old time so green and so full of busy 
life. 

This mountain-top is a peaceful, sunny place up above 
the busy world. It seems a fitting place for the Lord to lift 
the thoughts of the 
people to higher 
things; to help them 
to look down on their 
every-day life, and to 
teach them the heav- 
e n 1 y motives from 
which Christian peo- 
ple ought to live. 
Perhaps it was in 
one of the higher 
tops that He spent 
the night in prayer, 
and in the morning 
appointed the twelve apostles. Then He came down to a 
level place, perhaps to this little plain between the moun- 
tain's *' horns," and sitting here with them in this peaceful 
spot above the world, taught them the Blessings and the 
rest of the Sermon on the Mount. 




Looking down the Pigeon Valley to the 
Plain of Gennesaret. 



And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain : and when he 
was set, his disciples came unto him : and he opened his mouth, and taught 
them, saying, 

Blessed are the poor in spirit : for their's is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are they that mourn : for they shall be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek : for they shall inherit the earth. 

Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness : for 
they shall be filled. 

Blessed are the merciful : for they shall obtain mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart : for they shall see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of 
God. 

Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for 
their's is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, 
and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for 
my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in 
heaven : for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. — 
Matthew V. 1-12, 
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The Lord went on to tell the disciples and others what 
power for good they would have in the world, if they faith- 
fully lived the heavenly truth which He was teaching them. 

Ye are the salt of the earth : but if the salt have lost his savour, where- 
with shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast 
out, and to be trodden under foot of men. Ye are the light of the world. 
A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, 
and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all 
that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. — 
Matthew F. 13-16. 




(By penuisdoD of Palestine iiixplorutiuu l<uud.) 

Plain of Geniiesaret: mountain of the Blessings in the distance. 

The Ten Commandments were still and are forever the 
laws of life, but the Lord showed that they must be kept in 
thought and feeling, as well as in act, if life is to be genuinely 
good. 

Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am 
not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you. Till heaven 
and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till 
all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least com- 
mandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the 
kingdom of heaven : but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say unto you. That except 
your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Phari- 
sees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom "of heaven. 

Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time. Thou shalt not kill ; 
and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment : but I say unto 
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you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in 
danger of the judgment : and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall 
be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be 
in danger of hell fire.* Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and 
there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; leave there thy 
gift before the altar, and go thy way ; first be reconciled to thy brother, and 
then come and offer thy gift. Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles 
thou art in the way with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee 
to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into 
prison. Verily I say unto thee. Thou shalt by no means come out thence, 
till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing. 

Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not 
commit adultery : but I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman 
to lust after her hath com- 
mitted adultery with her 
already in his heart. And 
if thy right eye offend thee, 
pluck it out, and cast it 
from thee: for it is profit- 
able for thee that one of 
thy members should perish, 
and not that thy whole body 
should be cast into hell. 
And if thy right hand 
offend thee, cut it off, and 
cast it from thee: for it is 
profitable for thee that one 
of thy members should 
perish, and not that thy 
whole body should be cast 
into hell.t It hath been 
said. Whosoever shall put 
away his wife, let him give 
her a writing of divorce- 
ment: but I say unto you. 
That whosoever shall put 
away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit 
adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth 
adultery. 

Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time. Thou 
shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths : but 
I say unto you, Swear not at all ; neither by heaven ; for it is God's throne : 
nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is 
the city of the great King. Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because 
thou canst not make one hair white or black. But let your communication 




(From stereograph, copyright by Underwood & Underwood, 

N. Y.) 

Looking north from Mount Tabor : mountain 
of the Blessings over figure. 



* The expressions imply increasing degrees of contempt and hatred. 
t Every habit of thought and of act which leads to evil must be promptly 
and bravely put away. 
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be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of 
evil.* 

Ye have heard that it hath been said. An eye for an eye, and a tooth for 
a tooth : but I say unto you. That ye resist not evil : t but whosoever shall 
smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if any man 
will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy eloke also. 
And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain. Give to 

him that asketh thee, and 
from him that would bor- 
row of thee turn not thou 
away. 

Ye have heard that it 
hath been said, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour, and 
hate thine enemy. But I 
say unto you, Love your 

P^^^V ^^B ^HKl ^^^D 6^6mies, bless them that 
^^^K ^^K ^^^iL^-. ^H ^urse you, do good to 
^^^Hi^Hf J^^WHS* ^V them that hate you, and 
^^^^ ^-^ pray for them which de- 

spitefuUy use you, and 
persecute you; that ye 
may be the children of 
your Pather which is in heaven ; for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil 
apd on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For if 
ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the pub- 
ifeans the same ? And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more 
than others? do not even the publicans so? Be ye therefore perfect, even 
as-^our Father which is in heaven is perfect. — Matthew V. 17-48. 

The Lord then spoke of giving alms, and of prayer, and 
of fasting, and showed that all of these to be pleasing to Him 
must be genuine and from the heart. 

Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: 
otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven. 

Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before 
thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may 
have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But 
when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what they right hand 
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Asking alms. 



* Swearing stands for the teaching of truth and the acceptance of 
truth on authority, as it had been taught and accepted in the Jewish Church. 
" Yea, yea ; Nay, nay" means the interior perception that a thing is true 
or false, which the Lord's disciples were beginning to enjoy. 

t The only power to resist evil is the Lord's. If we would have its 
protection, we must make sure that there is nothing of resentment or 
retaliation in ourselves. 
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doeth: that thine ahns may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in 
secret himself shall reward thee openly. 

And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for 
they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the 
streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have 
their reward. But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when 
thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy 
Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. But when ye pray, 
use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do : for they think that they shall 
be heard for their much speaking. Be not ye therefore like unto them : for 
your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him. After 
this manner therefore pray ye : Our Father which art in heaven. Hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil : For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 
Amen. For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will 
also forgive you: but if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will 
your Father forgive your trespasses. 

Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance : 
for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily 
I say unto you. They have their reward. But thou, when thou fastest, anoint 
thine head, and wash thy face; that thou appear not unto men to fast, but 
unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy Father, which seeth in secret, 
shall reward thee openly. — Matthew VI. 1-18, 

And now the Lord speaks of the good things of this 
world, and of heavenly treasure. We must not let the things 
which last but for a time, turn away our hearts from bless- 
ings which are forever. The Lord points to the birds and 
the flowers, and bids us to learn from them to trust His 
loving care. 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust 
doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves do not break through nor steal : for where your treasure 
is, there will your heart be also. The light of the body is the eye : if there- 
fore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. But if thine 
eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light 
that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness! No man can serve 
two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else 
he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon. Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what 
ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall 
put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment ? Behold 
the fowls of the air : for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into 
bams; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better 
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than they? Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his 
stature? And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the 
field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: and yet I say 

unto you, That even Solomon in 
all his glory was not arrayed like 
one of these. Wherefore, if God 
so clothe the grass of the field, 
which to day is, and to morrow 
is cast into the oven, shall he not 
much more clothe you, ye of 
little faith? Therefore take no 
thought, saying, What shall we 
eat? or. What shall we drink? 
or. Wherewithal shall we be 
clothed? (For after all these 
things do the Gentiles seek:) for 
your heavenly Father knoweth that 
ye have need of all these things. 
But seek ye first the kingdom of 
God, and his righteousness; and 
all these things shall be added 
unto you. Take therefore no 
thought for the morrow : for the morrow shall take thought for the things 
of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. — Matthew VI, 19-34, 




(Ck)pyright, 1903, by C. U. Graves, Phila.) 
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We must judge ourselves before we can judge others; 
we must do to them as we would have them do to us. We 
must learn to do what is right, although there will be times 
for every one when it will be hard. 

Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye judge, 
ye shall be judged : and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to 
you again. And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, 
but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? Or how wilt thou 
say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, 
a beam is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out 
of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out 
of thy brother's eye. 

Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls 
before swine, lest they trample them under their feet and turn again and 
rend you. 

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and 
it shall be opened unto you: for every one that asketh receiveth; and he 
that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. Or what 
man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? 
Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? If ye then, being evil, know 
,how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father 
which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him? Therefore all 
things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them : for this is the law and the prophets. 
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Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the 
way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 
because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, 
and few there be that find it. — Matthew VII, 1-14. 

The deeds, not the professions, show the real quality of 
every life. A man who keeps the Lord's sayings grows in 
character and gains a strength which no storm of trial or 
temptation can overthrow. 



Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but 
inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits. 
Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every good 
tree bringeth forth good fruit ; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 
A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring 
forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 
down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 
Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom 
of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 
Many will say to me in that day. 
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied 
in thy name? and in thy name have 
cast out devils? and in thy name 
done many wonderful works? And 
then will I profess unto them, I 
never knew you: depart from me, 
ye that work iniquity. Therefore 
whosoever heareth these sayings of 
mine, and doeth them, I will liken 
him unto a wise man, which built 
his house upon a rock: and the 
rain descended, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew, and beat upon 
that house; and it fell not: for it 
was founded upon a rock. And 
every one that heareth these sayings 
of mine, and doeth them not, shall 
be likened unto a foolish man, which 
built his house upon the sand: and the rain descended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and 
great was the fall of it— Matthew VII, 15-27, 




(Copyright, 1903, by C. H. Graves, Phila.) 
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The scribes and Pharisees in their teaching explained this 
word and that, and told what learned men had taught. It 
was different when the Lord spoke, for He spoke from His 
perfect wisdom, and from the experience of His own life. 
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And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people 
were astonished at his doctrine : for he taught them as one having authority, 
and not as the scribes. — Matthew VII. 28, 29, 



THE CENTURION'S SERVANT. 

The Lord came down from the mountain where He had 
spoken the Blessings, and came to Capernaum. There were 
soldiers in the city, placed there by Herod whom the Romans 
had made ruler of Galilee. He was a son of the Herod who 
was king in Jerusalem when the Lord was born. The leader 
of the soldiers was a centurion, which means the commander 
of a hundred men. A servant of the centurion who was dear 




Tiberias, looking south. 

unto him was sick and ready to die ; sick of the palsy, griev- 
ously tormented. The centurion heard of the Lord and 
believed that He could help him. He knew how he himself 
obeyed his commander, and how his soldiers and his servants 
obeyed him. Here was one who could command diseases and 
be obeyed. 

But the Jews despised those who were not Jews. Remem- 
ber their feeling towards the Samaritans. We learned of it 
when we read of the Lord's talking with the woman of Sama- 
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ria at Jacob's well. The centurion felt unworthy to go to 
the Lord, but sent to Him some of the old and honored Jews, 
asking for His help. And the Lord gave it, for all who seek 
His help are equally His children. 

Now when he had ended all his sayings in the audience of the people, 
he entered into Capernaum. 

And a certain centurion's servant, who was dear unto him, was sick, and 
ready to die. And when he heard of Jesus, he sent Unto him the elders of the 
Jews, beseeching him that he would come and heal his servant. And when 
they came to Jesus, they besought him instantly, saying, That he was worthy 
for whom he should do this : for he loveth our nation, and he hath built us 
a synagogue. Then Jesus went with them. And when he was now not far 
from the house, the centurion sent friends to him, saying unto him. Lord, 
trouble not thyself: for I am not worthy that thou shouldest enter under 
my roof : wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to come unto thee : but 
say in a word, and my servant shall be healed. For I also am a man set 
under authority, having under me soldiers, and I say unto one. Go, and he 
goeth; and to another. Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, 
and he doeth it. When Jesus heard these things, he marvelled at him, and 
turned him about, and said unto the people that followed him, I say unto 
you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. And they that were 
sent, returning to the house, found the servant whole that had been sick. — 
Luke VII. 1-10. 



THE WIDOW'S SON. 

If you look at the map of Palestine you see one break in 
the eyen shore of the country, where Mount Carmel projects 
into the sea. Just above Mount Carmel is the beautiful 
green plain of Esdraelon which reaches far into the country. 
On its northern side are the hills of Galilee; on its east- 
em border are three mountains, Tabor, Little Hermon, and 
Gilboa. Between these mountains branches of the plain 
reach eastward to the Jordan. The people of Nazareth 
looked down upon this plain from the hill above their town. 
They crossed it in journeying from Nazareth towards Jeru- 
salem. It is a rich meadow, and in the old time beautiful 
farms were there and busy towns. 

The Lord with many of His disciples was passing through 
the part of the plain which lies between Little Hermon and 
Mount Tabor. They came to Nain, a small town at the foot 
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of Little Hermon, looking northward towards the higher 

mountain. No doubt there was a wall about the town and an 

arched gate-way. As 
they came near to the 
city a sad procession 
was passing out 
through the gate. A 
young man had died, 
the only son of his 
mother, and she was 
a widow, and they 
were going to the 
tomb in the caves of 
the hill-side near by. 
Much people of the 
city showed their 

pity for the poor widow by turning to go with her to the 

grave. No doubt the usual loud cries of grief were heard. 

They did not know _ 

about the other world 

into which we awaken 

when we die, and where 

we live forever. It 

seemed to them that 

the young man's life 

was ended. How sad 

they must have been ! 
The Lord pitied 

them; but He knows 

that when one dies he 

only falls asleep, and 

that he soon awakens 

into the other world 

where his home is 

ready, and where kind 

angels are waiting to 

welcome him. The 

Lord showed the peo- 
ple that He has power 

to raise us from the 

sleep of death, by awakening the widow's son to life in this 

world. See the Lord taking the young man by the hand; 
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THE MESSENGERS OF JOHN. 
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see the happy mother and the glad faces of all his friends 
as the young man sat up and began to speak. It is a picture 
of what the Lord does for every one of us. When we die 
the Lord raises us up, and our friends come about us, glad 
to welcome us. We should remember what the Lord did 
at the gate of Nain, when we hear people say that any one 
has died. 



Atid it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city called Nain; 
and many of his disciples went with him, and much people. Now when he 
came nigh to the gate of the 
city, behold, there was a dead 
man carried out, the only son 
of his mother, and she was a 
widow: and much people of 
the city was with her. And 
when the Lord saw her, he 
had compassion on her, and 
said unto her. Weep not. 
And he came and touched 
the bier: and they that bare 
him stood still. And he said. 
Young man, I say unto thee, 
Arise. And he that was dead 
sat up, and began to speak. 
And he delivered him to his mother. 




{PuVlihlied Uy f\ If. GitiTfji, Phik.) 

Mount Tabor, from Nain. 



And there came a fear on all: and 
they glorified God, saying, That a great prophet is risen up among usj 
and, That God hath visited his people. And this rumour of him went 
forth throughout all JudaBa, and throughout all the region round about. — 
Luke VIL 11-17. 



THE MESSENGERS OF JOHN. 



We all remember John the Baptist who came to make 
ready a people prepared for the Lord. We remember how 
the angel in the temple foretold his coming ; how he was born 
in the hill country of Judaea, and how his father wrote, **His 
name is John." We remember how he lived in the deserts, 
and how he taught repentance and baptized at the Jordan. 
The Lord came and was baptized, and John said of Him, 
'* Behold the Lamb of God!" But we read that ''Herod the 
tetrarch, being reproved by him for Herodias his brother 
Philip's wife, and for all the evils which Herod had done, 
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added yet this above all, that he shut up John in prison/' 
The Herod who did this was the one that we learned of when 
we read about the centurion in Capernaum. It was Herod 
Antipas, the ruler of Galilee and of Peraea, a district east of 
Jordan, a son of the Herod who was king in Jerusalem when 
the Lord was born. 

The old historian Josephus tells us that John was impris- 
oned in the castle of Machaerus, which was a stronghold 
among the mountains east of the Dead Sea. The mountains 
here are very rough and wild. There are deep gorges 
between them, with walls of black and many-colored rocks. 
On one of the steepest and roughest of the mountains, a 
strong fortress had been built, defended by high towers. 
Parts of the walls are still standing, and under the fortress 
are dungeon cells cut in the rock. 

From the towers of the fortress and the palace there was 
a wide view over the wild mountains near at hand, across 

^,^ _ the Dead Sea and the Jor- 

f^ dan valley, over the wil- 

derness of Judaea to 
Hebron and Bethlehem 
and Jerusalem. Perhaps 
John may have seen 
from his prison the Jor- 
dan where he had bap- 
tized, and the wilderness 
where he had lived as a 
young man, and his first 
home in the hill country 
of Judaea. Far in the 
northwest were the hills of Galilee where the Lord was 
living and teaching, and doing His wonderful works of heal- 
ing. John had disciples, faithful men who followed him and 
learned from him. They came and went from the prison 
and brought word of the Lord, and of the wonderful works 
that He was doing. 
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Tiberias and Sea of Galilee, 



And the disciples of John shewed him of all these things. And John 
calling unto him two of his disciples sent them to Jesus, saying, Art thou 
he that should come? or look we for another? When the men were come 
unto him, they said, John Baptist hath sent us unto thee, saying, Art thou 
he that should come? or look we for another? And in that same hour he 
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cured many of their infirmities and plagues, and of evil spirits; and unto 
many that were blind he gave sight. Then Jesus answering said unto- them^ 
Go your way, and tell John what things ye have seen and heard; how that 
the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead 
are raised, to the poor the gospel is preached. And blessed is he, whosoever 
shall not be offended in me. 

And when the messengers of John were departed, he began to speak 
unto the people concerning John, What went ye out into the wilderness for 
to see? A reed shaken with the wind? But what went ye out for to see? 
A man clothed in soft raiment? Behold, they which are, gorgeously appar- 
elled, and live delicately, are in kings' courts. But what went ye out for to 
see? A prophet? Yea, I say unto you, and much more than a prophet. 
This is he, of whom it is written. 

Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, 
Which shall prepare thy way before thee. 

For I say unto you. Among those that are born of women there is not a 
greater prophet than John the Baptist : but he that is least in the kingdom 
of God is greater than he. And all the people that heard him, and the 
publicans, justified God, 

being baptized with the ^^^ J 

baptism of John. But the ' 

Pharisees and lawyers re- 
jected the counsel of God 
against themselves, being 
not baptized of him. And 
the Lord said, Whereunto 
then shall I liken the men 
of this generation? and to 
what are they like? They 
are like unto children sit- 
ting in the marketplace, and 
calling one to another, and 
saying. We have piped un- 
to you, and ye have not 
danced; we have mourned 
to you, and ye have not 
wept. For John the Bap- 
tist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine; and ye say. He hath 
a devil. The Son of man is come eating and drinking; and ye say. Behold 
a gluttonous man, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners! 
But wisdom is justified of all her children. — Luke VII. 18-35. 
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There is only a little more to read about John the Baptist, 
and it is a sad story. 



At that time Herod the tetrarch heard of the fame of Jesus, and said 
unto his servants, This is John the Baptist ; he is risen from the dead ; and 
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therefore mighty works do shew forth themselves in him. For Herod had 
laid hold on John, and bound him, and put him in prison for Herodias' sake, 
his brother Philip's wife. For John said unto him. It is not lawful for thee 
to have her. And when he would have put him to death, he feared the multi- 
tude, because they counted him as a prophet. But when Herod's birthday 
was kept, the daughter of Herodias danced before them, and pleased Herod. 
Whereupon he promised with an oath to give her whatsoever she would ask. 
And she, being before instructed of her mother, said. Give me here John 
Baptist's head in a charger. And the king was sorry: nevertheless for 
the oath's sake, and them which sat with him at meat, he commanded it to 
be given her. And he sent, and beheaded John in the prison. And his head 
was brought in a charger, and given to the damsel: and she brought it to 
her mother. And his disciples came, and took up the body, and buried it, 
and went and told Jesus. — Matthew XIV. 1-12. 



THE ANOINTING IN GALILEE. 

When we read about the marriage feast at Cana of Gali- 
lee, we learned of the low tables and the couches used in the 
Bible land. The table was sometimes shaped like a horse- 
shoe or a letter **U," the couches being placed about the 
outer side, leaving the inner side open for the servants to 
come and go. It was a mark of kindness to anoint the head 
of a guest with oil ; and in that country where the paths are 
rough and dusty, and where they usually wore only sandals 
covering the bottoms of their feet, it was refreshing to wash 
the feet with water on coming to the house. 

It was in Galilee, soon after the raising of the widow's 
son at Nain, and the coming of the messengers from John the 
Baptist, that the Lord was invited by a Pharisee to eat with 
him. They were reclining about the table, when a woman 
who was a sinner came in by the open door and stood at the 
Lord's feet behind Him, weeping. She had brought a little 
alabaster jar of ointment. Alabaster is a beautiful stone like 
marble. The ointment was olive oil made fragrant with 
spices. These little jars for ointment were sometimes rose- 
bud shape, pointed at the bottom, with a lid made fast with 
wax. Sometimes there was a long, slender neck which let the 
ointment run slowly, a few drops at a time. The woman 
broke the jar, and poured the ointment on the Lord's feet. 
Her tears were a sign of her sorrow for what she had done 
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wrong. The ointment showed her grateful love for the Lord 
who would help her to do better. To feel that the Lord helps 
us to leave what has been wrong and to do better, is to be 
forgiven. 



And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And 
he went into the Pharisee's house, and sat down to meat. And, behold, a 
woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat 
in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster box of ointment, and stood at 
his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did 
wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed 
them with the ointment. Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him 
saw it, he spake within himself, saying. This man, if he were a prophet, 
would have known who and 
what manner of woman this 
is that toucheth him: for she 
is a sinner. And Jesus an- 
swering said unto him, Simon, 
I have somewhat to say unto 
thee. And he saith. Master, 
say on. There was a certain 
creditor which had two debt- 
ors: the one owed five hun- 
dred pence, and the other 
fifty. And when they had 
nothing to pay, he frankly 
forgave them both. Tell me 
therefore, which of them will 
love him most? Simon an- 
swered and said, I suppose 
that he, to whom he forgave 
most. And he said unto him, 
Thou hast rightly judged. 
And he turned to the woman, 
and said unto Simon, Seest 
thou this woman? I entered 
into thine house, thou gavest 
me no water for my feet: but 
she hath washed my feet with 

tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head. Thou gavest me no kiss : 
but this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss my feet. 
My head with oil thou didst not anoint : but this woman hath anointed my 
feet with ointment. Wherefore I say unto thee. Her sins, which are many, 
are forgiven ; for she loved much : but to whom little is forgiven, the same 
loveth little. And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven. And they that 
sat at meat with him began to say within themselves, Who is this that 
forgiveth sins also? And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; 
go in peace. — Luke VII. 36-50. 

24 
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PARABLES BY THE SEA-SIDE. 

We are again by the shore where the plain of Gennesaret 
meets the Sea of Galilee. The clear waves are lapping on 
the little beach of shells and pebbles, as we look out across 
the bright waters to the mountains of the eastern shore. We 
can step into one of the fishermen's boats and push out a 
little from the land to enjoy this beautiful scene. The green 
plain of Gennesaret is close at hand. Behind it are the hills 
which protect it from the cold wind, where little thorny 
bushes -blossom among the black rocks. Here at one corner 
of the plain is the rough, rocky valley through which we see 
the mountain of the Blessings, and from which the clouds 
of pigeons fly out over the plain to find food. 

The Lord once sat where we are now sitting, in one 
of the little fishing-boats, and taught the people who stood 
listening on the shore. The same plain was spread before 
Him, the same hills, but it was not then deserted and lonely 
as it is now, and where the thistles grow now there were 
grain fields. Little towns* stood near the shore, shaded by 
their orchards. There were many fishermen along the beach 
with their boats and nets. Traders were passing with lines 
of camels, and men were busy in the fields and gardens. In 
the autumn, when the early rains softened the ground after 
the summer's drought, the farmers loosened the earth with 
their rude ploughs, and the sower scattered grain broadcast. 
Some fell upon the paths beaten hard by many passing feet, 
and it was quickly picked up by the hungry birds. In the 
borders of the plain, ledges of rock from the hills lay near the 
surface of the soil. There was no depth nor moisture for the 
roots of the grain which sprouted in such places. Along the 
paths and in neglected corners of the fields thistles were 
growing, and the grain which fell among them was quickly 
crowded out. But some fell into good ground, and brought 
forth abundant fruit. 

The people on the shore who listened to the Lord had 
often seen all this. Perhaps farmers were at that moment 
sowing in the field near by, when the Lord in His teaching 
said, * * Behold, a sower went forth to sow. ' ' It was a parable. 
Within this simple story there was a lesson about heaven and 
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heavenly life. The people themselves who stood listening 
were the field ; the Lord was the sower ; His words were the 
grain. Some among those who listened were like the beaten 
path; their minds were taken up with other things so that 
the Lord's word did not take root, and was quickly snatched 
away. Some were like the shallow ground; they listened 
with interest, but made little effort to obey. Some tried, but 
evil things like thorns and thistles sprang up and crowded 
out the Lord's words. But some, like good ground, heard 
the word and understood it, and brought forth fruit with 
patience. Read just what the Lord said. 

The same day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the sea side. And 
great multitudes were gathered together unto him, so that he went into a 
ship, and sat; and the whole multitude stood on the shore. And he spake 
many things unto them in parables, saying. Behold, a sower went forth to 




Fishing-boat by the Gennesaret shore. 

sow; and when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls 
came and devoured them up: some fell upon stony places, where they had 
not much earth : and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deep- 
ness of earth: and when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because 
they had no root, they withered away. And some fell among thorns; and 
the thorns sprung up, and choked them: but other fell into good ground, 
and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirty- 
fold. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

And the disciples came, and said unto him. Why speakest thou unto 
them in parables? He answered and said unto them. Because it is given 
unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is 
not given. For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have 
more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away 
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even that he hath. Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they 
seeing see not ; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand. And 
in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, 

By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand ; 
And seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive : 
For this people's heart is waxed gross, 
And their ears are dull of hearing. 
And their eyes they have closed ; 
Lest at any time they should see with their eyes, 
And hear with their ears, 
And should understand with their heart, 
; And should be converted. 

And I should heal them.* 

But blessed are your eyes, for they see : and your ears, for they hear. For 
verily I say unto you. That many prophets and righteous men have desired 
to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them ; and to hear those 
things which ye hear, and have not heard them. Hear ye therefore the 
parable of the sower. When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and 
understandeth it not, then 

r^ Cometh the wicked one, 
I and catcheth away that 
which was sown in his 
heart. This is he which 
received seed by the way 
side. But he that received 
the seed into stony places, 
the same is he that hear- 
eth the word, and anon 
with joy receiveth it; yet 
hath he not root in him- 
(Copyri^t, 19^ by crn. Graves, Phiia.) Self, but dureth for a 

Ploughing in the plain of Sharon. while : for when tribula- 

tion or persecution ariseth 
because of the word, by and by t he is offended. He also that received seed 
among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, 
and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful. 
But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, 
and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. — Matthew XIII. 1-23. 

That same day by the shore the Lord taught the people 
in other parables. He told them of tares growing among the 

* It was better that the people should not understand the Lord's teach- 
ing, than that they should understand and then go back to their evil ways, as 
they would have done. 

t " By and by" is used in the old sense of " immediately." 
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wheat. The tares were a weed which they all knew well, 
which looked much like the wheat while it was growing. But 
the ears were thin, and the grains, though heavy and hard 
to separate from the wheat, were not good for food, but were 
even a little poisonous. The good grain stood for the Lord's 
word, growing up into good, useful deeds, and these tares 
for thoughts leading to wrong actions. 

The Lord told them of mustard seed, which in that coun- 
try grows into a plant so high that it is above your head as 
you ride on horse-back. By this parable He taught how 
much of heaven may grow from the little beginnings which 
we make here on earth. He spoke of leaven or yeast to teach 
that when we learn of heavenly things it will make disturb- 
ance in our minds between what is bad and what is good, but 
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Reapers in the field. 

that if we are faithful, our hearts will be made purer by this 
temptation. He told of treasure, and of a pearl of great 
price, to show how precious the things of heaven are, and 
that it is worth while to give up every selfish wish for the 
sake of them. 

The Lord had spoken of the sowing, and the tares, and the 
mustard seed, things near by in the fields about the people. 
Now He turned their thoughts to the beach, where perhaps 
at that moment fishermen were drawing up their nets and 
gathering the good fish into vessels, but casting the bad away. 
And He made this a lesson of heaven, showing how good and 
evil people, and the good and bad in every heart, will be 
separated by the help of angels, when at the end of our life 
in this world we awaken into the spiritual world. The fire 
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into which the evil are cast is the burning of their own evil 
passions, from which the Lord cannot save them, because 
they do not wish to be saved from them. So the Lord taught 
the people lessons of eternal life, in parables, in these simple 
stories of what was going on before their very eyes. The 
lessons are so full of wisdom that we shall never know all 
their meaning. 

Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of 
heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field: but 
while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and 
went his way. But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth 
fruit, then appeared the tares also. So the servants of the householder 
came and said unto him. Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? 
from whence then hath it tares? He said unto them, An enemy hath 
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done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and 
gather them up? But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, 
ye root up also the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the 
harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers. Gather ye 
together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them : but gather 
the wheat into my barn. 

Another parable put he forth unto them, saying. The kingdom of heaven 
is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field : 
which indeed is the least of all seeds : but when it is grown, it is the greatest 
among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 
lodge in the branches thereof. 

Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven is like 
unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till the 
whole was leavened. 

All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables; and 
without a parable spake he not unto them : that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by the prophet, saying. 
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I will open my mouth in parables ; 

I will utter things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the 
world. 

Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and his 
disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable of the tares 
of the field. He answered and said unto them. He that soweth the good seed 
is the Son of man; the field is the world; the good seed are the children 
of the kingdom ; but the tares are the children of the wicked one ; the enemy 
that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the 
reapers are the angels. As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in 
the fire ; so shall it be in the end of this world. The Son of man shall send 
forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that 
offend, and them which do iniquity ; and shall cast them into a furnace of 
fire : there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then shall the righteous 
shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to 
hear, let him hear. 

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the 
which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and 
selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field. 

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking 
goodly pearls: who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and 
sold all that he had, and bought it. 

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the 
sea, and gathered of every kind: which, when it was full, they drew to 
shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad 
away. So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, 
and sever the wicked .from among the just, and shall cast them into the 
furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

Jesus saith unto them, Have ye understood all these things? They 
say unto him, Yea, Lord. Then said he unto them. Therefore every scribe 
which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that 
is an householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure things new 
and old. 

And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished these parables, he 
departed thence. — Matthew XIII. 24-53. 



CALMING THE WINDS AND WAVES. 

If we stood by the Sea of Gralilee on a calm bright morning 
when the water was smooth and shining and the little waves 
washed gently on the stones, we should hardly believe that 
within an hour the peaceful lake might be covered with 
stormy white-capped waves. We step into the fishing-boat 
moored by the shore, and the fishermen row slowly out into 
the lake with their heavy oars ; but soon a fresh breeze rises. 
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They put up their mast and spread their three-cornered sail, 
and one or two of the men guide the boat while the rest lie 
down to sleep. But soon they are aroused, for the wind has 
become a storm and the waves are high. Such sudden wind- 
storms are common 
on the Sea of Galilee. 
The lake lies deep 
among the hills, and 
the winds which 
sweep over the coun- 
t r y come down 
through the valleys 
upon the water in 
dangerous squalls. 

The Lord had been 
teaching the people in 
parables. He was sit- 
ting in a boat and 
they were gathered 
on the Gennesaret shore. It was now evening, and they 
sent the people away, and turned the boat to cross over the 
sea. We must read what happened as they sailed. 




At Tell Hum, Sea of Galilee. 



And the same day, when the even was come, he saith unto them, Let us 
pass over unto the other side. And when they had sent away the multitude, 
they took him even as he was in the ship. And there were also with him 
other little ships. And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves 
beat into the ship, so that it was now full. And he was in the hinder part 
of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him. 
Master, carest thou not that we perish ? And he arose, and rebuked the wind, 
and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was 
a great calm. And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful ? how is it that 
ye have no faith? And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another. 
What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him? — 
Mark IV, 35-41. 



THE DEVILS AND THE SWINE. 



It was perhaps early morning after the stormy night on 
the sea, when the boat with the Lord and the disciples drew 
to the east shore of the Sea of Galilee. There was no broad 
meadow there, like the plain of Gennesaret, but steep slopes 
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rose up to the pasture land above, — the rich pasture land of 
Bashan, where long ago half the tribe of Manasseh made its 
home when the children of Israel came from Egypt. In some 
places the slopes rose from the very water's edge, in other 
places from a narrow beach. Here and there a rough valley 
came down from the upland and spread out in a little level 
place by the water. There is such a valley and spot of level 
ground near the middle of the eastern shore, with a ruined 
town called Kersa. This is probably the place to which the 
Lord and the disciples came. A path from the shore led up 
the rough valley to the pastures above. The sides of the 
valley were rocky, and there were caves which were used as 
tombs. 

They landed near the town, and perhaps were taking the 
path which led up the valley from the shore, when they saw 
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a very sad sight. '^Two possessed with devils" (Mark and 
Luke speak only of one), ** coming out of the tombs, exceed- 
ing fierce, so that no man might pass by that way." Evil 
spirits had such power at the time when the Lord came into 
the world. As these poor men met the Lord the spirits 
knew Him, and cried out with fear. They knew that the 
Lord would send them away. Still, they wanted to do harm, 
and prayed the Lord that they might go out into a herd 
of swine that was feeding on the slope above the lake. The 
Jews had been forbidden to eat the flesh of swine, but they 
often disobeyed and kept them. The Lord let the devils go 
into the swine. They were unclean and swine-like spirits, and 
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in this way they showed themselves as they truly were. 
Should you not think that the people of that city would have 
been glad to have the poor men saved from the evil spirits ? 
Should you not think that they would have loved the Lord 
who came with such power, and would have asked Him to 
stay with them? But it was not so. 

And they came over unto the other side of the sea, into the country of 
the Gadarenes.* And when he was come out of the ship, immediately there 
met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit, who had his dwelling 
among the tombs ; and no man could bind him, no, not with chains : because 
that he had been often bound with fetters and chains, and the chains had 
been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken in pieces : neither could 
any man tame him. And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, 
and in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones. But when he saw 
Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him, and cried with a loud voice, and 
said. What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most high God? 
I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not. For he said unto him, 
Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit. And he asked him. What is thy 
name? And he answered, saying, My name is Legion: for we are many. 
And he besought him much that he would not send them away out of the 
country. Now there was there nigh unto the mountains a great herd of swine 
feeding. And all the devils besought him, saying. Send us into the swine, 
that we may enter into them. And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And 
the unclean spirits went out, and entered into the swine : and the herd ran 
violently down a steep place into the sea, (they were about two thousand;) 
and were choked in the sea. And they that fed the swine fled, and told it in 
the city, and in the country. And they went out to see what it was that was 
done. And they come to Jesus, and see him that was possessed with the 
devil, and had the legion, sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind: and 
they were afraid. And they that saw it told them how it befell to him that 
was possessed with the devil, and also concerning the swine. And they 
began to pray him to depart out of their coasts. And when he was come into 
the ship, he that had been possessed with the devil prayed him that he might 
be with him. Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him. Go home 
to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, 
and hath had compassion on thee. And he departed, and began to publish 
in Decapolis how great things Jesus had done for him: and all men did 
marvel. — Mark V. 1-20. 



* The scene of this miracle is indicated by several names in the dif- 
ferent Gospels and in different texts. Gadara was the capital of the 
Peraea, Herod's district beyond Jordan, and the name may be used to 
describe the locality in a general way. 
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THE RULER'S DAUGHTER. 

There was a synagogue in Capernaum, like the one that 
we learned about in Nazareth, where the people met for 
worship on Sabbath days. They sat on the floor of the large 
plain building listening to one on the platform who read 
from the roll of the Scriptures and afterwards sat down 
and taught them. Some of the chief men sat in the best 
places on mats or cushions. Jairus, a ruler of the syna- 
gogue, was one of these. His house was in the town, no 
doubt a low, flat-roofed, comfortable house, built about an 
open court. He lived with his wife and their only daughter, 
a little girl twelve years of age. But the little girl was 
sick. The poor father in his trouble went to find the Lord, 
and found Him, it would seem, teaching the people by the 
shore. If he had before been proud, like many who loved 
the chief seats in the synagogue, he was not so now, but 
came kneeling and worshipping and asking help for his 
little daughter. At first the father said that the child was 
at the point of death; then others came from the house 
saying that she was dead. The Lord went with Jairus to 
his home. 

As they went the people pressed around the Lord. What 
did it mean when He turned about and asked, *' Who touched 
me?" ''Somebody hath touched me: for I perceive that 
virtue is gone out of me. ' ' A poor woman had come timidly 
behind the Lord and touched the hem of His garment. She 
had been sick twelve years. The doctors had tried and could 
not help her, but she knew that the Lord could make her well, 
and so He did. What life and power went out from the 
Lord ! A touch upon the hem of His robe healed the woman ! 
He knew it, for where the Lord's power goes His love and 
thought go too. 

So they came to the house of Jairus. The friends were 
weeping and hired mourners were making their sad wailings. 
We know that one who dies goes to sleep. It is a peaceful 
sleep, for good angels are very near. After a little time 
the one who sleeps awakens gently and sees the sunshine of 
the other world, and things there that are beautiful and 
homelike, and the faces of the angels so kind that they seem 
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like old and dear friends. A little girl when she awakens 
goes with the good angels to their home and grows up in 
heaven. Everything is lovely there and she becomes herself 
a beautiful, strong, useful, happy angel. Knowing all this 
and infinitely more about the heavenly world and the going 
to it, how sad it must have been to the Lord to see the 
people weeping and to hear them wailing! They did not 
know about heaven; they thought the little girl's happy life 
was ended. What could He say? What could He do to 
teach them? Let us read the story and see what He said 
and did. 



And when Jesus was passed over again by ship unto the other side, much 
people gathered unto him: and he was nigh unto the sea. And, behold, 
there cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name ; and when 
he saw him, he fell at his feet, and besought him greatly, saying. My little 

daughter lieth at the point of 
death: I pray thee, come and 
lay thy hands on her, that she 
may be healed; and she shall 
live. And Jesus went with him; 
and much people followed him, 
and thronged him. 

And a certain woman, 
which had an issue of blood 
twelve years, and had suffered 
many things of many physi- 
cians, and had spent all that 
she had, and was nothing bet- 
tered, but rather grew worse, 
when she had heard of Jesus, 
came in the press behind, and 
touched his garment. For she 
said. If I may touch but his 
clothes, I shall be whole. And 
straightway the fountain of her 
blood was dried up; and she 
felt in her body that she was 
healed of that plague. And 
Jesus, immediately knowing in 
himself that virtue had gone 
out of him, turned him about 
in the press, and said, Who touched my clothes? And his disciples said 
unto him. Thou seest the multitude thronging thee, and sayest thou. Who 
touched me? And he looked round about to see her that had done this 
thing. But the woman fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in 
her, came and fell down before him, and told him all the truth. And he 
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said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and 
be whole of thy plague. 

While he yet spake, there came from the ruler of the synagogue's house 
certain which said, Thy daughter is dead: why troublest thou the Master 
any further? As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, he saith 
unto the ruler of the synagogue. Be not afraid, only believe. And he suffered 
no man to follow him, save Peter, and James, and John the brother of James. 
And he cometh to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and seeth the 
tumult, and them that wept and wailed greatly. And when he was come in, 
he saith unto them. Why make ye this ado, and weep? the damsel is not 
dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed him to scorn. But when he had put 
them all out, he taketh the father and the mother of the damsel, and them 
that were with him, and entereth in where the damsel was lying. And he 
took the damsel by the hand, and said unto her, Talitha cumi; which is, 
being interpreted, Damsel, I say unto thee, arise. And straightway the 
damsel arose, and walked; for she was of the age of twelve years. And 
they were astonished with a great astonishment. And he charged them 
straitly that no man should know it ; and commanded that something should 
be given her to eat. — Mark F. 21-43, 



SENDING OUT THE TWELVE. 



On the mountain of the Blessings, the Lord had chosen 
twelve of His followers, and called them apostles, which 
means **sent out." How many of the twelve do we know? 
There were Peter and An- 
drew, who saw the Lord at 
the Jordan, and whom He 
called from their nets at 
the Sea of Galilee; James 
and John, who left the ship 
and their father Zebedee; 
Philip, who was found as 
the Lord went from the 
Jordan into Galilee; Na- 
thanael, o r Bartholomew, 
whom Philip found under 
the fig tree, and Matthew, 
or Levi, who was called from the receipt of taxes. Here are 
seven of the twelve. Thomas was one; there were James 
the son of Alphaeus, and Judas (not Iscariot), called also 
Lebbaeus and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, or the 
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Zealot, one of the party who were ready to rebel against 
the Romans, and Judas Iscariot. These were the twelve 
apostles, simple, ignorant men to whom the Lord gave 
power and wisdom to help Him in His teaching and loving 
works. He called them to Him in Capernaum or near by, 
and sent them, two and two, through the towns of Galilee, 
with power to cast out devils and to heal diseases. 

They were to carry little for their journey, for this would 
help them to remember that they had no power of their 

own, but must always de- 
pend upon the Lord. They 
were to take no money in 
their girdles, for in that 
country they often used a 
fold of the girdle as a 
purse. They were to take 
no scrip, — a bag, such as 
David had, into which he 
[k--= ,, ...... ^c]Ik put the five stones when he 

(Photograph by S. E.WimamB.) ^ , • j. /^ T i-U mi. 

Trees and flowers of Galilee. ^^^[ ^g^^^^t Goliath. They 

must learn to depend upon 
the Lord every day. It is for the same reason that the 
Lord teaches us to pray for our daily bread. They were 
not to go from house to house to find comfort for them- 
selves. They were to have only one thought — to carry the 
Lord's message and His healing power to those who needed 
it. But if they were not received, they were to shake off the 
dust from their feet. This meant, that where people were 
not good, and would not listen to the Lord, the apostles 
should let nothing of those people's evil ways cling to them. 
Remember Sodom and Gomorrah, two cities which once 
stood in the plain of Jordan, probably near the northern end 
of the Dead Sea, and how they were destroyed because the 
people were so wicked. The people who now remained in 
their evil ways would be even more to blame, because they 
had a chance to know better and to repent, and would not. 

See the Lord sending out the twelve, two and two. They 
turned from the shore of Gennesaret to go through the towns 
of Galilee. The Lord tenderly watched them as they started 
on their way. They were His little children whom He had 
taught a little about the heavenly life, and to whom He had 
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given a little strength. He knew the dangers they would 
meet. His love and care went with them. 



And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them 
power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of 
sickness and all manner of disease. 

Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The first, Simon, who 
is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and 
John his brother; Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the 
publican; James the son of AlphsBus, and LebbsBus, whose surname was 
ThaddaBus; Simon the Canaanite,* and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed 
him. These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, 

Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans 
enter ye not : but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And 
as ye go, preach, saying. The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the 
sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have 
received, freely give. Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your 
purses, nor scrip for your journey, neither two coats, neither shoes, nor 
yet staves: for the workman is worthy of his meat. And into whatsoever 
city or town ye shall enter, enquire who in it is worthy; and there abide 
till ye go thence. And 
when ye come into an 
house, salute it. And 
if the house be worthy, 
let your peace come 
upon it: but if it be" 
not worthy, let your 
peace return to you. 
And whosoever shall not 
receive you, nor hear 
your words, when ye 
depart out of that 
house or city, shake off 
the dust of your feet. 
Verily I say unto you, 
It shall be more toler- 
able for the land of 
Sodom and Gomorrha in 
the day of judgment, 
than for that city. 

Behold, I send you 
forth as sheep in the 

midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. 
But beware of men: for they will deliver you up to the councils, and 
they will scourge you in their synagogues; and ye shall be brought before 
governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them and the 
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Gentiles. But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye 
shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall 
speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which 
speaketh in you. And the brother shall deliver up the brother to death, 
and the father the child: and the children shall rise up against their 
parents, and cause them to be put to death. And ye shall be hated of 
all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be 
saved. But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another: 
for verily I say unto you. Ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, 
till the Son of man be come. 

The disciple is not above his master, nor the servant above his lord. It 
is enough for the disciple that he be as his master, and the servant as his 

• lord. If they have called 

the master of the house 
Beelzebub,* how much 
more shall they call them 
of his household? Fear 
them not therefore: for 
there is nothing covered, 
that shall not be revealed; 
and hid, that shall not be 
known. What I. tell you 
in darkness, that speak ye 
{Copyrightfiooa, by William H. kau, Phiia.) in light ! and what ye hear 

Haifa and Bay of Acre. in the ear, that preach ye 

upon the housetops. And 
fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but 
rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. Are 
not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of them shall not fall on 
the ground without your Father. But the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value than many spar- 
rows. Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I con- 
fess also before my Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny 
me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven. 

Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send 
peace, but a sword. For I am come to set a man at variance against his 
father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law 
against her mother in law. And a man's foes shall be they of his own 
household.! He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy 
of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of 
me. And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy 
of me. He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life 
for my sake shall find it. 

* Baal Zebub, " lord of flies," was an idol of the Philistine city Ekron, 
and the name was used by the Jews to mean the worst of evil spirits. 

t The only foes who can do us any real harm are very near home ; they 
are the false and evil things of our own hearts. These are the father and 
mother and brethren whom we must hate and leave for the Lord's sake. 
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He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth 
him that sent me. He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet 
shall receive a prophet's reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in 
the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward. And 
whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold 
water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no 
wise lose his reward. 

And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end of commanding his 
twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and to preach in their cities. — 
Matthew X.: XI, 1. 



FEEDING THE FIVE THOUSAND. 



The apostles came together again to the Lord by the 
Gennesaret shore, to tell Him what they had taught, and 
what they had done, and the Lord took them apart into a 
desert place, a quiet place away from the towns, to rest. 
We believe that they crossed the sea by boat to the sunny 
pastures which rise gently from the shore at the northeast 
corner of the lake, belonging to the little town Bethsaida 
Julias, which stood on the east of the Jordan as the river 
comes near the sea. You see by the map that as they sailed 
they were not far from land. The people saw them starting 
from Gennesaret, and 
hastened on foot 
along the shore ; 
others joined the 
company from the 
little towns which 
they passed. 

So it was that 
when the boat with 
the Lord and the 
disciples touched the 
beach, a great multi- 
tude were there be- 
fore them. The Lord pitied them. They seemed to Him like 
sheep not having a shepherd. He went among them and 
healed those that were sick, and leading them up on the 
grassy slopes above the sea. He sat down and taught them. 
There was much grass there; it was a part of the rich 

25 
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pasture land of Bashan. It was now spring, and the past- 
ures were rich and good, and beautiful with bright flowers. 
When the day was nearly passed and the people were in 
need of food, the Lord asked Philip, ''Whence shall we buy 
bread, that these may eat?" The disciples begged the Lord 

to send the people away that 
they might go into the vil- 
lages and towns, and lodge 
and buy food. But the Lord 
said, ''They need not de- 
part; give ye them to eat.'^ 
"How many loaves have ye? 
go and see." They found 
five barley loaves and two 
small fishes. The loaves 
were thin round cakes of 
barley bread. Barley is a 
coarser grain than wheat 
and is often used as food 
for animals. The fishes 
were little dried ones to be 
eaten as relishes with the 
bread. The Lord bade the 
disciples make the people 
sit down upon the grass. 
There were five thousand 
men besides women and 
children. They sat down in companies, by hundreds and by 
fifties; and in their bright dresses they looked like flower 
beds on the green sunny hill-side. 

The Lord gives us all our food. Usually He does it by 
sending sunshine and rain, and making the grain grow in 
the fields. But that day on the shore of Gralilee He gave the 
bread directly from His own hand, so that we may know that 
it always is His gift, and thank Him for it. 




Thin loaves of bread. 



And the apostles gathered themselves together unto Jesus, and told him 
all things, both what they had done, and what they had taught. And he 
said unto them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest 
a while: for there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure 
so much as to eat. And they departed into a desert place by ship privately. 
And the people saw them departing, and many knew him, and ran afoot 
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thither out of all cities, and outwent them, and came together unto him. 
And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people, and was moved with com- 
passion toward them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd: 
and he began to teach them many things. And when the day was now far 
spent, his disciples came unto him, and said. This is a desert place, and now 
the time is far passed : send them away, that they may go into the country 
round about, and into the villages, and buy themselves bread : for they have 
nothing to eat. He answered and said unto them. Give ye them to eat. 
And they say unto him. Shall we go and buy two hundred pennyworth 
of bread, and give them to eat? He saith unto them. How many loaves 
have ye? go and see. And when they knew, they say, Five, and two 
fishes. And he commanded them to make all sit down by companies 
upon the green grass. And they sat down in ranks, by hundreds, and by 
fifties. And when he had taken the five loaves and the two fishes, he looked 
up to heaven, and blessed, and brake the loaves, and gave them to his 
disciples to set before them; and the two fishes divided he among them all. 
And they did all eat, and were filled. And they took up twelve baskets full 
of the fragments, and of the fishes. And they that did eat of the loaves 
were about five thousand men. — Mark VI. 30-44. 



WALKING ON THE SEA. 



When the people saw the Lord's power in feeding them 
with bread and fishes they were excited. They had heard 
of the Prophet, the Messiah, 
who was to come. They ex- 
pected He would be a great 
earthly king. Wlien they 
saw the Lord's power they 
thought that the time had 
come, and He would be 
their leader. They would 
take Him by force and 
make Him king. They 
thought He would go with 
them to Jerusalem and 
drive out the Eomans and 
make them great and rich. 
Even the disciples expected 
a great earthly kingdom, and thought that they would be 
rulers with the Lord. 

The Lord was indeed the Prophet and Messiah, and the 
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King, but not such a king as they expected. He said by and 
by to Pilate, '*Thou sayest that I am a king." **My king- 
dom is not of this world. ' ' The Lord did not come to make 
people rich and great, but to make them strong in spirit 
that they might rule well the little kingdoms of their own 
hearts. It made Him sad to see the people excited by the 
hope of earthly greatness. He first sent the disciples before 
Him back to Gennesaret. Then He sent the people away, 
and went into a mountain alone to pray. 

We can understand in part why He prayed. In one of 
the temptations which came to Him after the baptism at 
the Jordan, the devil showed Him all the kingdoms of the 
world and the glory of them, and said, ^*If thou therefore 
wilt worship me, all shall be thine." We may believe that 
this same temptation came again on this day by the shore 
of Galilee when the worldly hopes of the people were ex- 
cited, and they wished to take Him by force to make Him a 
king. We may believe that on this night, alone in the moun- 
tain, the Lord was overcoming in Himself all desire for 
and all thoughts of worldly greatness, that He might help 
the disciples and the multitude and all people forever to 
overcome such thoughts. 

Meantime the disciples were on the sea. They had gone 
half way or more towards the Gennesaret shore. It was 
dark. A storm of wind had arisen, and the Lord ^ * saw them 
toiling in rowing; for the wind was contrary unto them." 
About the fourth watch of the night, which means the early 
dawn, the Lord came to them walking on the sea. The storm 
had been like a picture of the excited state of the disciples' 
minds. The Lord's walking on the sea showed that He had 
put all troubled worldly thoughts under His feet, and would 
calm the storm for them. He said at another time, **Be of 
good cheer, I have overcome the world." But read the 
story. 

And straightway he constrained his disciples to get into the ship, and 
to go to the other side before unto Bethsaida,* while he sent away the 
people. And when he had sent them away, he departed into a mountain 
to pray. And when even was come, the ship was in the midst of the sea, 

* The Bethsaida near Capernaum. The name means " place of fish," 
and more than one town by the sea had that name. 
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and he alone on the land. And he saw them toiling in rowing; for the 

wind was contrary unto them: and about the fourth watch of the night 

he Cometh unto them, walking upon the sea, and would have passed by them. 

But when they saw him walking upon the sea, they supposed it had been 

a spirit, and cried out: for they all saw him, and were troubled. And 

immediately he talked with 

them, and saith unto them, 

Be of good cheer: it is I; ^ 

be not afraid. And he went 

up unto them into the ship; 

and the wind ceased: and 

they were sore amazed in \.^ 

themselves beyond measure, ^ v. 

and wondered. For they 

considered not the miracle 

of the loaves: for their 

heart was hardened. 

And when they had 
passed over, they came ^Ph^tt^rapbuy w,E. ui.wj..r 
into the land of Gennes- Headed for Capernaum, 

aret, and drew to the shore. 

And when they were come out of the ship, straightway they knew him, 
and ran through that whole region round about, and began to carry about 
in beds those that were sick, where they heard he was. And whither- 
soever he entered, into villages, or cities, or country, they laid the sick 
in the streets, and besought him that they might touch if it were but 
the border of his garment: and as many as touched him were made 
whole.—ilfarA; FI. 45-56. 




WASHING OF HANDS. 

I HAVE told you about the Pharisees. They were learned 
in the law of Moses, and still more learned in great books 
of rules made by the old teachers; and they thought that 
by keeping these rules they were better than other people. 
You know how they kept the Sabbath by not doing the least 
kind or useful thing on that day, and they were offended 
because the Lord healed the sick on the Sabbath day. 

The Pharisees made a show of holiness in their dress, 
their fasting, their prayers, and in giving to the poor, but 
the Lord said, ^^All their works they do for to be seen of 
men." They were the hypocrites who sounded trumpets 
when they gave alms, and made long prayers in public 
places. 

Among the rules which the Pharisees kept most strictly 
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there were many about washing their hands and dishes and 
tables before and after eating. They did not do this to 
make them clean from dirt, but in case they might have 
touched something which they said would defile them. On 
coming from the market they would wash before eating, for 
fear they might have touched a Gentile, or brushed against 
his dress. We can hardly believe how many rules they made 
about washing, — when it should be done, and how much 
water should be used, how the hands should be held, at first 
upward so that the water poured on them would run up to 

the wrists, then downward, 
so that it would run off at 
the fingers. The great teach- 
ers quarrelled about these 
trifling rules. Books were 
written full of them, and 
the Pharisees claimed that 
no one could be fit for 
heaven who did not keep 
these rules about the wash- 
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Some of the Pharisees 
from Jerusalem came to the 
Lord in Capernaum, and complained that the disciples were 
not keeping the rules handed down from the old teachers, but 
ate without washing their hands. How foolish to think that 
this could make them unfit for heaven! Some of the rules 
were worse than foolish, for they were made an excuse for 
breaking the commandments. What does the commandment 
say that we should do to our father and mother? The Jews 
knew that it meant that they should obey their parents, and 
be respectful to them, and do all that they could for them, 
and support them when they were old. But one of the old 
traditions said that if parents asked a child for something, 
he could say, **I give to the Lord the thing you want," and 
then he need not give it to his father or mother ; and some- 
times he would not give it to the Lord either but would keep 
it for himself. So the rules of the Pharisees were not only 
foolish, but they led people to do wrong and to break the 
commandments. 

Can anything I have eaten make my soul unclean and 
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unfit for heaven? Neither do evil things which touch us 
from the world defile us unless we love them and allow them 
to become a part of us. What do make us unclean are bad 
feelings and bad thoughts, which we indulge and love, and 
the bad words and acts to which they lead. We read in the 
Psalm, **Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? or who 
shall stand in his holy place? He that hath clean hands, 
and a pure heart." Does it mean that we must wash our 
hands as the Phari- 
sees taught? It 
means that we should 
make our actions 
right and good. 

Now you will un- 
derstand what we are 
going to read to- 
gether. 



Then came together 
unto him the Pharisees, 
and certain of the scribes, 
which came from Jerusa- 
lem. And when they saw 
some of his disciples eat 
bread with defiled, that is 
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to say, with unwashen, hands, they found fault. For the Pharisees, and 
all the Jews, except they wash their hands oft, eat not, holding the tradi- 
tion of the elders. And when they come from the market, except they 
wash, they eat not. And many other things there be, which they have 
received to hold, as the washing of cups, and pots, brasen vessels, and of 
tables. Then the Pharisees and scribes asked him. Why walk not thy 
disciples according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread with 
unwashen hands? He answered and said unto them. Well hath Esaias 
prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, 

This people honoureth me with their lips. 

But their heart is far from me. 

Howbeit in vain do they worship me. 

Teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 

Por laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as 
the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do. 
And he said unto them. Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that 
ye may keep your own tradition. For Moses said. Honour thy father and 
thy mother; and. Whoso curseth father or mother, let him die the death: 
but ye say. If a man shall say to his father or mother, It is Corban, that 
is to say, a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; he shall 
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be free. And ye suffer him no more to do ought for his father or his 
mother; making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, 
which ye have delivered: and many such like things do ye. And when he 
had called all the people unto him, he said unto them. Hearken unto me 
every one of you, and understand: There is nothing from without a man, 
that entering into him can defile him: but the things which come out of 
him, those are they that defile the man. If any man have ears to hear, let 
him hear. And when he was entered into the house from the people, his 
disciples asked him concerning the parable. And he saith unto them. Are 
ye so without understanding also? Do ye not perceive, that whatsoever 
thing from without entereth into the man, it cannot defile him; because it 
entereth not into his heart, but into the belly, and goeth out into the draught, 
purging all meats? And he said. That which cometh out of the man, that 
defileth the man. For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil 
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, 
deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: all these 
evil things come from within, and defile the man. — Mark VII, 1-23, 



THE SYROPHCENICIAN'S DAUGHTER. 

If we journey northward from the Sea of Galilee we pass 
through a country of fine hills and deep valleys. From the 
hill-tops we have grand views of Mount Hermon white with 
snow, and soon, also, of the still higher Lebanon. We turn 
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more westward, and by and by we look down from the hills 
upon the great Mediterranean Sea. A low, green plain with 
a sandy margin stretches along the shore, and a point of 
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land, larger at the end, reaches out into the sea. On this is 
a little town, all that is left of the old city of Tyre. 

In the old time the city stood on the shore, and on two 
rocky islands which gave shelter to the ships as they lay at 
anchor. The ships from Tyre went through all the Mediter- 
ranean and far along the coasts of Africa and Europe, and 
brought home precious things to trade. Eemember how the 
Tyrian workmen and sailors helped king Solomon. In the 
old days Tyre was wonderfully rich and beautiful. We can 
read about it in Ezekiel xxvii. ^'O Tyrus, thou hast said, I 
am of. perfect beauty. Thy borders are in the midst of the 
seas, thy builders have perfected thy beauty." The island 
city was very strong. But at last the conqueror Alexander, 
with his army, destroyed the city on the shore, and used its 
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stones to build a way out to the island. The sands have 
washed in upon the causeway which he built, and it is an 
island no more. All this was long before our Gospel story. 

The sister city, Sidon, was further up the shore. The 
people of Tyre and Sidon were not Israelites, and they did 
not know the Lord and His commandments. They wor- 
shipped idols and the sun and moon and stars. 

The Lord came into the borders of the Jand of Tyre and 
Sidon, but even here He was not hid. A woman whose 
daughter was possessed with a devil, cried to Him to help 
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her. Remember how in those days evil spirits had power 
over people, but the Lord's power drove them out. The 
woman was a Canaanite, as the people of the lowlands by 
the sea and Jordan were called. She was a Greek, which 
means a Gentile and not a Jew. She is called also a Syro- 
phoenician. The people of Tyre and Sidon were Phoenicians, 
but they had planted many colonies in other places on the 
Mediterranean shore, especially in Africa, so that the name 
Syrophoenician was used to mean those Phoenicians still 
living in Syria. The disciples asked the Lord to send her 
away, and the Lord's own words sounded at first as. if He 
could not help her. We know that the Lord loved the woman 
and wished to help her, but she must first know that the help 
came not from a mere man, and not from an idol, but from 
the Lord, who had revealed Himself to the people of Israel. 
When she confessed humbly that she looked up to the Lord 
of Israel as dogs look for crumbs from their master's table, 
then she could receive the help she asked. 

And from thence he arose, and went into the borders of Tyre and 
Sidon, and entered into an house, and would have no man know it: but 
he could not be hid. For a certain woman, whose young daughter had an 
unclean spirit, heard of him, and came and fell at his feet : the woman was 
a Greek, a Syrophenician by nation; and she besought him that he would 
cast forth the devil out of her daughter. But Jesus said unto her, Let the 
children first be filled: for it is not meet to take the children's bread, and 
to cast it unto the dogs. And she answered and said unto him. Yes, Lord: 
yet the dogs under thei;able eat of the children's crumbs. And he said unto 
her, For this saying go thy way; the devil is gone out of thy daughter. 
And when she was come to her house, she found the devil gone out, and 
her daughter laid upon the bed. — Mark VII. 24-30. 



IN THE EASTERN COUNTRY: ANOTHER MULTI- 
TUDE FED. 

The Lord returned from the region of Tyre and Sidon, 
going through the hilly country in the northern part of the 
land, and so down into the country east of Jordan, * through 
the midst of the coasts of Decapolis." We have heard of 
Decapolis, ^Hhe ten cities," the district east and south of 
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the Sea of Galilee. It was a Gentile country and many of 
the people worshipped idols. 

This is the first long journey that we read of the Lord's 
making east of the Jordan, but by and by He spent much 
time there, and did many miracles and spoke many parables. 
By and by many people in that country learned to know 
and love Him. At this time we are told of His healing one 
who was deaf and had an impediment in his speech. 



And again, departing from the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, he came unto 
the sea of Galilee, through the midst of the coasts of Decapolis. And they 
bring unto him one that 
was deaf, and had an im- ^ 
pediment in his speech; 
and they beseech him to 
put his hand upon him. 
And he took him aside 
from the multitude, and 
put his fingers into his 
ears, and he spit, and 
touched his tongue; and 
looking up to heaven, he 
sighed, and saith unto 
him, Ephphatha, that is. 
Be opened. And straight- 
way his ears were opened, 
and the string of his 
tongue was loosed, and 
he spake plain. And he 
charged them that they 
should tell no man: but 
the more he charged them, 
so much the more a great 
deal they published it; 
and were beyond measure 
astonished, saying. He 
hath done all things well: 
dumb to speak. — Mark VII. 31-37, 

The Lord was now near to the Sea of Galilee. He went 
up into a mountain, and sat down there, and the people came 
about Him. What had He once done on a mountain-slope 
looking out upon this same beautiful water? Some of the 
people at this time had been with Him for three days. He 
had pity for them, and would not send them away fasting. 
The disciples asked, '* Whence should we have so much bread 
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he maketh both the deaf to hear, and the 
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in the wilderness, as to fill so great a multitude?" It was 
a pasture country, with few towns. The Lord asked them, 

many loaves 
'' Did not 
this remind them of 
the miracle that the 
Lord did before when 
He asked the same 
question and they 
found five barley 
loaves and two small 
fishes ? Now there 
were seven loaves 
and a few fishes. 
The loaves were thin 
round cakes of bread. 
As at the other 
time, the Lord com- 
manded the people to 
sit down on the ground, ^^And he took the seven loaves and 
the fishes, and gave thanks and brake them, and gave to his 
disciples, and the disciples to the multitude." There were 
four thousand men who ate, besides women and children, and 
they took up seven large baskets full of fragments. Does 
not the Lord do the same wonderful miracle every year, as 
He provides food for all His creatures? ^* These wait all 

upon thee; that thou 

mayest give them their ^' 
meat in due season. . . . 
Thou openest thine hand, 
they are filled with good. 
. . . Thou sendest forth 
thy sirit, they are created : 
and thou renewest the 
face of the earth." (Ps. 
civ. 27-30.) 
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In those days the multitude 
being very great, and having 
nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples unto him, and saith unto them, I 
have compassion on the multitude, because they have now been with me three 
days, and have nothing to eat: and if I send them away fasting to their 
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own houses, they will faint by the way : for divers of them came from far. 
And his disciples answered him, From whence can a man satisfy these men 
with bread here in the wilderness? And he asked them, How many loaves 
have ye? And they said. Seven. And he commanded the people to sit down 
on the ground: and he took the seven loaves, and gave thanks, and brake, 
and gave to his disciples to set before them ; and they did set them before the 
people. And they had a few small fishes: and he blessed, and commanded 
to set them also before them. So they did eat, and were filled: and they 
took up of the broken meat that was left seven baskets. And they that had 
eaten were about four thousand : and he sent them away. And straightway 
he entered into a ship with his disciples, and came into the parts of Dal- 
manutha.*— MarA; VIIL 1-10. 



AT THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES. 

To what city did the people of Israel go to their sacred 
feasts? To Jerusalem. Remember how the city lay on its 
hills, divided from the 
Mount of Olives by the 
deep K i d r o n valley. 
The further hill was 
Mount Zion, with its 
forts and palaces; the 
nearer hill was Moriah, 
on which was the great 
temple of marble and 
gold, with the open 
courts about it. In the 
courts there were colon- 
nades or porches where people walked and listened to the 
teachers. At feast times the temple was gaily trimmed, and 
thousands of Israelites were gathered there from all lands. 

There were three great feasts each year, commanded in 
the law. One of them was the Passover in the spring, in 
memory of the deliverance from Egypt. A second was fifty 
days later, called the ''Feast of Weeks" or of ''First 
Fruits." And again in early October was the thanksgiving 
feast or "Feast of Tabernacles." 

For this feast, in the bright autumn days, booths of leafy 
branches were made on the hill-sides about the city and in 
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the gardens and on the housetops, in which the people lodged 
during the week, in memory of the desert journey when their 
forefathers came from Egypt. There were offerings each 
day in the temple courts, and at night they were lighted 
with high torches. The last day of the festival week was 
the great day. The people carried in their hands wands 
of willow, palm, and myrtle twined together. One company 
prepared the sacrifices at the temple; one went with music 
from the city and brought willow branches to trim the altar ; 
a third company followed the priest with a golden pitcher, 
down the hill to the pool of Siloam. There he filled the 
pitcher with water and brought it back to be poured into 
a silver funnel at the altar. Then there was singing of 
Psalms. 

The people were starting from Galilee for the Feast of 
Tabernacles. The Lord did not go with them, but by and 
by He went up to the feast in secret. Remember what the 
Lord had done when He was last seen in Jerusalem ; how He 
healed the sick man at the pool of Bethesda, and how the 
Jews persecuted Him, and sought to slay Him. Now He 

was again in Jerusalem, 
teaching in the porches 
of the temple court in 
the midst of the throng 
of pilgrims. Some mar- 
velled at His learning, 
for He had not, like 
other teachers, studied 
the law and traditions 
with the learned doctors. 
Even when twelve years 
old He had talked with 
the doctors in the tem- 
ple, *'and all that heard 
him were astonished at 
his understanding and 
answers. ' ' 
In the last day, the great day of the feast, when the people 
had trimmed the altar, and with music had brought up the 
water from Siloam, the Lord cried, *'If any man thirst, let 
him come unto me and drink. " As at Jacob's well He turned 
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the thoughts of the woman upward, so now He led the 
thought from the natural water to water which refreshes 
the soul. 



After these things Jesus walked in Galilee: for he would not walk 
in Jewry, because the Jews sought to kill him. Now the Jews' feast of 
tabernacles was at hand. His brethren therefore said unto him, Depart 
hence, and go into Judaea, that 
thy disciples also may see the 
works that thou doest. For 
there is no man that doeth 
any thing in secret, and he 
himself seeketh to be known 
openly. If thou do these 
things, shew thyself to the 
world. For neither did his 
brethren believe in him. Then 
Jesus said unto them. My time 
is not yet come: but your time 
is alway ready. The world can- 
not hate you; but me it hateth, 
because I testify of it, that the 
works thereof are evil. Go ye 
up unto this feast: I go not up 
yet unto this feast; for my 
time is not yet full come. 
When he had said these words 
unto them, he abode still in 
Galilee. 

But when his brethren were 
gone up, then went he also up unto the feast, not openly, but as it were 
in secret. Then the Jews sought him at the feast, and said. Where is he? 
And there was much murmuring among the people concerning him: for 
some said, He is a good man: others said. Nay; but he deceiveth the 
people. Howbeit no man spake openly of him for fear of the Jews. 

Now about the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, and 
taught. And the Jews marvelled, saying. How knoweth this man letters, 
having never learned? . . . 

And the Pharisees and the chief priests sent officers to take him. . . . 

In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, 
saying. If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that 
believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow 
rivers of living water. (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that 
believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; 
because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) Many of the people therefore, 
when they heard this saying, said. Of a truth this is the Prophet. Others 
said, This is the Christ. But some said. Shall Christ come out of Galilee? 
Hath not the scripture said. That Christ cometh of the seed of David, and 
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out of the town of Bethlehem, where David was? So there was a division 
among the people because of him. And some of them would have taken 
him; but no man laid hands on him. 

Then came the officers to the chief priests and Pharisees; and they 
said unto them, Why have ye not brought him? The officers answered. 
Never man spake like this man. Then answered them the Pharisees, Are 
ye also deceived? Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed on 
him? But this people who knoweth not the law are cursed. Nicodemus 
saith unto them, (he that came to Jesus by night, being one of them,) 
Doth our law judge any man, before it hear him, and know what he doeth? 
They answered and said unto him. Art thou also of Galilee? Search, and 
look : for out of Galilee ariseth no prophet. 

And every man went unto his own house. Jesus went unto the mount 
of Olives. And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and 
all the people came unto him; and he sat down, and taught them. — John 
VIL 1-15; 32, 37-53; VIIL 1, 2. 



HEALING THE MAN BORN BLIND. 

It was a Sabbath day soon after the Feast of Taber- 
nacles in Jerusalem, when the Lord was passing by with the 
disciples. A man born blind was begging by the road-side, 
perhaps near the temple gate. How sad it must be not to 
see your way, or to see the beautiful trees and flowers, and 
clouds and sunshine, and the faces of your friends! And 
suppose you never had seen these things, and could not even 
have them to remember. How the Lord must have pitied 
the poor man; but the disciples and the others seemed to 
forget to pity him. They asked only whether it was by his 
fault or his parents' fault that he was born blind. The Lord 
answered that it was neither, but that the blindness would 
be the means of showing His Divine mercy. There is a 
lesson in this for us when we see sad things, and begin to 
think, why is this so! why does the Lord permit it? Some 
blessing may come from every sad and hard experience. 
It gives opportunity for kindness to one another. Often it 
may be the means of opening our eyes to the infinite kindness 
of the Lord. 

And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth. 
And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his 
parents, that he was born blind? Jesus answered. Neither hath this man 
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sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made mani- 
fest in him. I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: 
the night cometh, when no man can work. As long as I am in the world, 
I am the light of the world. When he had thus spoken, he spat on the 
ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he anointed the eyes of the blind 
man with the clay, and said unto him. Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, 
(which is by interpretation, Sent.) He went his way therefore, and 
washed, and came seeing. — John IX. 1-7, 

We see the poor man finding his way down the hill to 
the pool under the steep slope to the south of the temple. 
The water came to the pool by a tunnel cut through the rock 
of the hill, from the spring, called now the ** Spring of the 
Virgin," the old En Rogel, in the Kidron valley. It is 
a curious, crooked tunnel, five hundred and eighty-six yards 
long, made no doubt in 
the old time to bring the 
water from the spring, 
which was outside the 
city wall, to the pool 
which was inside . the 
wall, so that the people 
could use the water 
even in time of siege. 
The blind man washed 
at the Pool of Siloam, 
and we see him coming 
again up the hill into 
the city, rejoicing in his 
new power to see the 
beautiful world around 
him. What a wonder- 
ful work the Lord had 
done! How much sur- 
prised the friends of the blind man must have been ! Some 
who had seen him would not believe it was he. Should we 
not think that all the people would have been grateful to 
the Lord for this work, and that it would have shown them 
that He was really the Lord? It did help the man that was 
healed, to know the Lord, but the Pharisees remained blind. 
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He went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing. The neighbours 
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therefore, and they which before had seen him that he was blind, said, Is 
not this he that sat and begged? Some said. This is he: others said, He is 
like him: but he said, I am he. Therefore said they unto him. How were 
thine eyes opened? He answered and said, A man that is called Jesus 
made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said unto me, Go to the pool of 
Siloam, and wash: and I went and washed, and I received sight. Then 
said they unto him. Where is he? He said, I know not. 

They brought to the Pharisees him that aforetime was blind. And 
it was the sabbath day when Jesus made the clay, and opened his eyes. 
Then again the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. 
He said unto them. He put clay upon mine eyes, and I washed, and do see. 
Therefore said some of the Pharisees, This man is not of God, because he 
keepeth not the sabbath day. Others said. How can a man that is a sinner 
do such miracles? And there was a division among them. They say unto 
the blind man again. What sayest thou of him, that he hath opened thine 
eyes? He said. He is a prophet. But the Jews did not believe concerning 
him, that he had been blind, and received his sight, until they called the 

parents of him that had received 
his sight. And they asked them, 
saying, Is this your son, who ye 
say was born blind? how then 
doth he now see? His parents 
answered them and said. We 
know that this is our son, and 
that he was born blind: but 
by what means he now seeth, 
we know not; or who hath 
opened his eyes, we know not: 
he is of age; ask him: he 
shall speak for himself. These 
words spake his parents, be- 
cause they feared the Jews: 
for the Jews had agreed al- 
ready, that if any man did 
confess that he was Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue. There- 
fore said his parents. He is of age; ask him. Then again called they the 
man that was blind, and said unto him. Give God the praise : we know that 
this man is a sinner. He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or 
no, I know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see. 
Then said they to him again. What did he to thee? how opened he thine 
eyes? He answered them, I have told you already, and ye did not hear: 
wherefore would ye hear it again? will ye also be his disciples? Then 
they reviled him, and said, Thou art his disciple; but we are Moses' dis- 
ciples. We know that God spake unto Moses : as for this fellow, we know 
not from whence he is. The man answered and said unto them, Why herein 
is a marvellous thing, that ye know not from whence he is, and yet he hath 
opened mine eyes. Now we know that God heareth not sinners : but if any 
man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth. Since 
the world began was it not heard that any man opened the eyes of one 
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that was born blind. If this man were not of God, he could do nothing. 
They answered and said unto him, Thou wast altogether born in sins, and 
dost thou teach us? And they cast him out. 

Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had found him, 
he said unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son of God? He answered and 
said. Who is he. Lord, that I might believe on him? And Jesus said unto 
him. Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that talketh with thee. And 
he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him. And Jesus said. For 
judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not might see; 
and that they which see might be made blind. And some of the Pharisees 
which were with him heard these words, and said unto him. Are we blind 
also? Jesus said unto them. If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but 
now ye say. We see; therefore your sin remaineth. — John IX. 7-41. 



THE GOOD SHEPHERD. 

Labge flocks of sheep and goats are pastured on the hills 
of Palestine, and in the sunny plains in the south. They are 
often led far from home to places where the pasture is best. 
In summer when there is no rain the shepherds must keep 
them near the streams and the wells where there is grass 
and water. The shepherds live with the flocks in the fields 
and become their friends. The sheep learn to know their 
shepherd's voice. Sometimes many hundred sheep come 
together at a well, and crowd about the little water troughs, 
but when each shepherd goes off a little way and calls, his 
own sheep come to him. It is a pretty sight to see a shep- 
herd walking along a hill-side, the sheep feeding in the soft 
herbage of the valley, and the goats climbing among the 
rocks and bushes on the hill. The shepherds do not drive, 
but lead the sheep. If one wanders from the flock the shep- 
herd calls his name, for often each sheep has his own name ; 
and if he will not come, the shepherd sometimes sends a little 
stone with his sling, which strikes the ground near the sheep. 
Then he looks up and comes. You remember David's sling. 
He had a staff also. David defended the flock from a lion 
and a bear. And there were robbers too in that country, 
and the shepherds must be on their guard against them. At 
night the shepherd brought his flock to some sheltered place, 
sometimes to a fold which was perhaps a cave or a safe 
enclosure; sometimes he lay with them in the fields. The 



404 



ON HOLY GROUND. 



shepherds in the fields near Bethlehem were '* keeping watch 
over their flock by night. ' ' 

The Lord is our Shepherd because He loves us as a 
shepherd does his sheep; because He takes care of us and 
feeds us every day, and protects us every night. What are 
the wolves and the robbers that He protects us from? They 
are everything that would harm us, especially bad feelings 
and thoughts. The Lord is the good Shepherd. And if we 
are to be the Lord's sheep, what ought we to do? We ought 
to be gentle and trustful and obedient. If we are not, we 
are not like sheep. The Lord is the door because He will 
lead us into heaven and keep us safe from everything which 
could do us harm. **He calleth his own sheep by name," 
means that He knows each one of us, and what each one 
needs. He '^goeth before" His sheep, in His own life on 
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earth. He ''giveth his life for the sheep." We remember 
how the Lord was crucified; but it means more than that. 
It means that every day He is with us to give life to every- 
thing in us that is gentle and innocent and lamb-like. 



Verily, verily, I say unto you. He that entereth not by the door into 
the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and 
a robber. But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the 
sheep. To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he 
calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out. And when he putteth 
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forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for 
they know his voice. And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee 
from him: for they know not the voice of strangers. This parable spake 
Jesus unto them: but they understood not what things they were which 
he spake unto them. 

Then said Jesus unto them again. Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am 
the door of the sheep. All that ever came before me are thieves and 
robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. I am the door: by me if any 
man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. 
The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am 
come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abun- 
dantly. I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for 
the sheep. But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own 
the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth : 
and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. The hireling fleeth, 
because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep. I am the good 
shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. As the Father 
knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the 
sheep. And otHer sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I 
must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and 
one shepherd. — John X. 1-16, 



THOU ART THE CHRIST: THE TRANS- 
FIGURATION. 

Find on the map where the Jordan rises. This mountain 
near by is Mount Hermon, standing high against the blue sky. 
The snow-banks on the mountain melt in the warm sun, and 
the water finding its way in among the rocks, bursts out at 
the foot of the mountain in fine great streams. One of these 
springs to the northeast of Hermon sends a beautiful fresh 
river into the desert to water the gardens of Damascus. A 
river on the west of Hermon, the Hasbany, runs down to 
join the streams from two other springs, at Dan and Banias, 
and forms the Jordan. The river then winds southward 
through a green valley and marshes of papyrus till it spreads 
out in the pretty Lake Huleh, called in the old time the 
waters of Merom. 

The spring at Banias comes from the foot of the bare 
cliffs of Hermon, and the streams dash down among the 
rocks watering the thickets of poplar, the great oaks, the 
orchards and gardens, the wild roses, and the vines of clem- 
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atis which festoon the trees. Once a large town stood here. 
In the old time the spring was sacred to the Greek god Pan, 
and the city was called Paneas. To-day it is called Banias. 
In the Gospel time it belonged to the district of Herod's son 
Philip. He enlarged and adorned the place and called it 
Caesarea in honor of Caesar, and he added Philippi to dis- 
tinguish it from another CsBsarea on the Mediterranean 
shore. The Lord once visited this beautiful region where 
there is so much water and where flowers are so plentiful. 
We read that He left Galilee and came with His disciples 
into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi. 

Did most people who saw the Lord know that He was 
very unlike other men? Some did not, but those who knew 
Him best, felt the Divine love in His works, and they believed, 
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although He was so unlike the king whom they had looked 
for, that He was the Christ, the Anointed, the long expected 
Messiah; for all three names mean the same. Here, near 
Caesarea Philippi, Peter, speaking for the disciples, con- 
fessed their belief in the Lord. The fact that the Lord is 
not a mere man, but *Hlie Christ, the Son of the living God," 
is the rock on which the Christian Church stands firm. 



When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? And 
they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and 
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others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto them, But whom 
say ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto 
him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And I say also 
unto thee. That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven. Then charged he his disciples that they should 
tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ. 

From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that 
he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day. Then 
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Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee. Lord : 
this shall not be unto thee. But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee 
behind me, Satan : thou art an offence unto me : for thou savourest * not 
the things that be of God, but those that be of men. Then said Jesus 
unto his disciples. If any man will come after me, let him deny him- 
self, and take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his 
life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall 
find it. For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, 
and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul? For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with 
his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works. 
Verily I say unto you, There be some standing here, which shall not 
taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom. — 
Matthew XVI, 13-28. 



* " To savour'' means here " to think of with pleasure." 
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There were soon to be hard trials for the disciples. Their 
Master would be taken and crucified. To strengthen them 
in the trials which He knew were coming, the Lord let the 
three disciples who knew Him best see something of His 
Divine glory. He led Peter and James and John into a high 
mountain apart, probably to some part of Mount Hermon. 
It was perhaps afternoon as they left the people below and 
the noisy town, and climbed to this quiet place. The rich 
valley, with its springs and river and lake, lay below in the 
lengthening shadows. The rocky ridges of the mountain 
stood around with their banks of snow. The Lord was pray- 
ing; the three disciples were heavy with sleep. Suddenly 

they were awake and 
their eyes were opened 
into heaven. Two angels 
were talking with the 
Lord, Moses and Elias. 
They saw the Lord's 
face shining as the sun, 
and His raiment white 
as the light. A bright 
cloud overshadowed 
them, and a voice out 
of the cloud said, ^^This 
is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased; 
hear ye him;'' and the 
disciples fell upon their 
faces. A touch aroused 
them, and looking up, it 
was Jesus, the same 
Friend they had always 
known. '^ Arise," He said, ''be not afraid." 

The Lord charged the three disciples not to tell as yet 
what they had seen. But must not what they saw that night 
have strengthened them and others in the hard times which 
followed? Perhaps the disciples could not have remained 
firm in their belief in their Master and have strengthened 
their brethren, when the Lord was taken and condemned 
and crucified, but for the memory of His glory on the 
mountain. 
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And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, 
and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, and was transfigured 
before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white 
as the light. And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias 
talking with him. Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is 
good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; 
one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. While he yet spake, 
behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the 
cloud, which said. This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; 
hear ye him. And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and 
were sore afraid. And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and 
be not afraid. And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, 
save Jesus only. 

And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus charged them, saying. 
Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man be risen again from the 
dead. And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the scribes that 
Elias must first come? And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias 
truly shall first come, and restore all things. But I say unto you. That 
Elias is come already, and they knew him not, but have done unto him 
whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of them. 
Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist. 
—Matthew XVII. 1-13. 



A BOY HEALED. 

Meantime the other disciples were at the foot of the 
mountain. A multitude was about them, for a man had 
brought his son to be healed, who had been, from a child, 
possessed by an unclean spirit. We have learned of others 
who were possessed. You remember the man in the syna- 
gogue at Capernaum, who cried out with fear at the Lord's 
presence. You surely remember the two who met the Lord 
on the east side of the Sea of Galilee, who lived in the tombs, 
exceeding fierce, how they too cried out as the Lord came 
near, and at His word the devils went out into the swine. 
Even children were possessed and driven by the devils to 
do harm to themselves and others. Evil spirits have not 
the same power over men to-day which they had at the 
Lord's coming. It is because the Lord overcame them and 
protects us from them. Read of the man and his son who 
came to the disciples at the foot of the mountain of trans- 
figuration. What a sad picture, and how plainly it teaches 
that the only power to cast out devils, and the only power 
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to overcome any evil thing, is the Lord's. We have no 
strength of our own, but only as we trust Him and ask His 
help. 

And when he came to his disciples, he saw a great multitude about 
them, and the scribes questioning with them. And straightway all the 
people, when they beheld him, were greatly amazed, and running to him 
saluted him. And he asked the scribes. What question ye with themf 
And one of the multitude answered and said. Master, I have brought unto 
thee my son, which hath a dumb spirit; and wheresoever he taketh him, 
he teareth him: and he foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth, and pineth 
away: and I spake to thy disciples that they should cast him out; and 

they could not. He an- 
r ^ ' swereth him, and saith, 

I ^ ^4fcte_ faithless generation, how 

long shall I be with you? 
how long shall I suffer 
you? bring him unto me. 
And they brought him un- 
to him: and when he 
saw him, straightway the 
spirit tare him; and he 
fell on the ground, and 
wallowed foaming. And 
he asked his father. How 
long is it ago since this 
came unto him? And he 
said, Of a child. And 
ofttimes it hath cast him 
into the fire, and into 
the waters, to destroy 
him: but if thou canst 
do any thing, have com- 
passion on us, and help 
us. Jesus said unto him, 
If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth. And 
straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, 
I believe; help thou mine unbelief. When Jesus saw that the people came 
running together, he rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him. Thou dumb 
and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more into 
him. And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, and came out of him: and 
he was as one dead; insomuch that many said, He is dead. But Jesus 
took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he arose. And when he 
was come into the house, his disciples asked him privately. Why could not 
we cast him out? And he said unto them. This kind can come forth by 
nothing, but by prayer and fasting. 

And they departed thence, and passed through Galilee; and he would 
not that any man should know it. For he taught his disciples, and said 
unto them. The Son of man is delivered into the hands of men, and they 
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shall kill him; and after that he is killed, he shall rise the third day. But 
they understood not that saying, and were afraid to ask him. — Mark IX. 
14-32, 



THE TRIBUTE MONEY. 



Once more the Lord came to Capernaum, on the shore 
where He had spent so many days with the disciples, and 
where they had seen so many signs of His power. It was 
the time for collecting the yearly offering of a half-shekel 
(a silver coin about equal to a quarter-dollar) for the sup- 
port of the temple at Jerusalem. Long ago at Mount Sinai, 
it had been commanded that 
whenever there was a num- 
bering of the people, 'every 
one of twenty years old or 
more should pay a ransom 
of a half-shekel to the Lord. 
It meant that in counting 
their strength they must 
confess that it was the 
Lord's. In the Gospel time 
half-shekels were gathered 
every year. 

So they came to Peter at 
Capernaum, asking, ' * Doth 
not your Master pay trib- 
ute?'' Should the Lord pay tribute to His own temple? In 
a sense He could not do it. Yet while He lived as a man 
among men, what was human in Him must serve what was 
Divine. The tribute should be paid. 

The Lord sent the fish to Peter with the money in his 
mouth; His care is over all the fishes and every creature 
that He has made. The Lord tells us in another place 
that He cares for the flowers, for every little bird, for 
each hair of our heads. How wonderful! There is not 
a blade of grass, nor a leaf on any tree, nor any little in- 
sect in a far-away and lonely place, which the Lord does 
not know and care for. It could not live a minute if He 
should forget it. 
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And when they were come to Capernaum, they that received tribute 
money came to Peter, and said. Doth not your master pay tribute? He 
saith, Yes. And when he was come into the house, Jesus prevented * him, 
saying. What thinkest thou, Simon? of whom do the kings of the earth 
take custom or tribute? of their own children, or of strangers? Peter 
saith unto him. Of strangers. Jesus saith unto him. Then are the children 
free. Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, go thou to the sea, and 
cast an hook, and take up the fish that first cometh up ; and when thou hast 
opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of money: that take, and give 
unto them for me and thee. — Matthew XVII, 24-27, 



REAL GREATNESS: FORGIVENESS. 

They were still at Capernaum, where the fish had brought 
the tribute money to Peter. On the way to Capernaum the 
disciples had disputed among themselves who should be the 
greatest. They knew, that the Lord was a king, and they 
expected that He would establish a great earthly kingdom 
like the Roman Empire, only larger and greater. They 
thought that they should be rulers in this kingdom, and 
hoped that they should have places near to the king. 
They were thinking of such things as they walked to Ca- 
pernaum. 

Now they were in the house with the Lord. He knew 
their thoughts and what they had been saying. Would it 
please Him to have them thinking of His kingdom in this 
way, each one wanting the first place and the most power, 
or would it grieve Him? In heaven they are greatest who 
are most humble and most useful. The Lord Himself is the 
patient servant of all. 

The Lord taught the disciples what real greatness is, 
when He called a little child and set him in the midst of 
them. What a different kind of greatness from that which 
they had hoped for ! The Lord loves little children, and He 
says that His angels are always near to them. So too the 
Lord and angels are near to all that is innocent in every 
heart. 

* Spake first to him. 
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At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven? And Jesus called a little child unto 
him, and set him in the midst of them, and said. Verily I say unto you, 
Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever therefore shall humble himself 
as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And 
whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me. But 
whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were 
better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he 
were drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe unto the world because of 
offences! for it must needs be that offences come; but woe to that man 
by whom the offence cometh! Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend 
thee, cut them off, and cast them from thee: 'it is better for thee to enter 
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into life halt or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet to be 
cast into everlasting fire. And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and 
cast it from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life with one eye, 
rather than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire.* Take heed that ye 
despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you. That in heaven 
their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven. 
For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost. How think ye? 
if a man have an hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth he 
not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains, and seeketh 
that which is gone astray? And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto 



* To cut off the hand or foot, means to cut off promptly and thor- 
oughly any habit of life or any desire that leads astray. To pluck out 
the eye, is to cut short wrong thoughts. 
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you, he rejoiceth more of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine which 
went not astray. Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in 
heaven, that one of these little ones should perish. — Matthew XVIII, 1-14. 

The Lord also told the disciples, and He tells us, that 
we must learn to be forgiving, or He cannot forgive us. 

Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother 
sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? Jesus saith unto him, 
I say not unto thee. Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven. 
Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, which 
would take account of his servants. And when he had begun to reckon, 
one was brought unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents.* But 




Meadows and hills of Galilee. 

forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and 
his wife, and children, and all that he had, and payment to be made. The 
servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have 
patience with me, and I will pay thee all. Then the lord of that servant 
was moved with compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him the debt. 
But the same servant went out, and found one of his fellowservants, which 
owed him an hundred pence : t and he laid hands on him, and took him by 
the throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest. And his fellowservant fell 
down at his feet, and besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and 
I will pay thee all. And he would not : but went and cast him into prison, 
till he should pay the debt. So when his fellowservants saw what was 
done, they were very sorry, and came and told unto their lord all that 
was done. Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, 
thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou desiredst 



* Ten thousand talents was some ten million dollars. 
t A hundred pence was about fifteen dollars. 
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me: shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant, 
even as I had pity on thee? And his lord was wroth, and delivered him 
to the tormentors,* till he should pay all that was due unto him. So like- 
wise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts 
forgive not every one his brother their trespasses. — Matthew XVIII. 21-35, 



LEAVING GALILEE: THE SEVENTY SENT OUT. 

The land of Canaan was divided in the Gospel days 
into Judaea in the south, Galilee in the north, and Samaria 
between them. We remember how the Lord once left Judaea 
and departed again into Galilee; and ''he must needs go 
through Samaria." Many years of the Lord's life had been 
spent in Galilee, — in Nazareth and Capernaum and in jour- 




Engannim, a border town of Samaria and Galilee. 

neys through the country. Now His work in this northern 
country was almost done, and He turned towards Jerusa- 
lem. The Samaritans had welcomed the Lord gladly when 
He passed through their country and talked with the woman 
of Samaria, at Jacob's well; but now they would not receive 
Him, and He went to another village. They crossed the 
Jordan as the Jews often did, partly on account of the un- 



* Every one who does not forgive others is tormented by his own hard, 
unforgiving feelings. 
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friendliness of the Samaritans, and took the road which 
leads through the country on the east side of the river. 

And it came to pass, when the time was come that he should be 
received up, he stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem, and sent mes- 
sengers before his face: and they went, and entered into a village of the 
Samaritans, to make ready for him. And they did not receive him, because 
his face was as though he would go to Jerusalem. And when his disciples 
James and John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt thou that we command fire 
to come down from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did? But he 
turned, and rebuked them, and said. Ye know not what manner of spirit 
ye are of. For the Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to 
save them. And they went to another village. 

And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain man said 
unto him. Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest. And Jesus 
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A way-side in Galilee, 

said unto him. Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the 
Son of man hath not where to lay his head. And he said unto another, 
Follow me. But he said. Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father. 
Jesus said vmto him, Let the dead bury their dead : but go thou and preach 
the kingdom of God. And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but 
let me first go bid them farewell, which are at home at my house. And 
Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and look- 
ing back, is fit for the kingdom of God. — Luke IX. 15-62, 

The Lord had once before sent out the twelve apostles 
through the towns of Galilee, to teach and heal. Now in this 
land east of Jordan He sent out seventy disciples into the 
cities and towns whither He Himself would come in His 
journey towards Jerusalem. He sent them two and two as 
He had sent the twelve, and with almost the same words. 
^'Go your ways," He said; ''behold, I send you forth as 
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lambs among wolves." They were to have no purse for 
money, no bag for food, nor shoes ; for they must not feel 
that they could provide for themselves, but they must trust 
the Lord's care. They must salute no man by the way, and 
not go from house to house ; but they must have their minds 
wholly on their errand. Where they were not received they 
should wipe off the dust from their feet as a sign that they 
would let nothing of evil cling to them. 

Should you not think that in every house they would 
welcome the disciples who came to tell about the Lord? If 
people did not receive them it was because they loved to do 
things which the Lord 

and His disciples told 1 

them not to do. They 
would be more to blame 
than the men of Sodom, 
who were destroyed for 
their wickedness. The 
men of Sodom had little 
chance to know what 
was right, but now the 
Lord and the disciples 
were teaching plainly. 

Even among the peo- 
ple in the towns of Gali- 
lee, who had more chance 
than any others to know the Lord, there were few who 
loved Him. When He once came to Nazareth where He 
had been brought up, the people tried to cast Him from 
the hill. There was Capernaum by the shore of the Sea 
of Galilee, and Bethsaida near by, where the Lord had done 
so many works of healing, and Chorazin back a little on the 
hills behind Capernaum; how they might have known the 
Lord and loved Him if they only would! ''He came unto 
his own, and his own received him not." The Lord's sad 
words, which we are about to read, come strongly to mind 
as we stand among the ruins of Chorazin and Bethsaida, and 
look almost in vain for any trace of Capernaum. And then 
we think, the Lord has given us still more opportunity to 
know Him and to love Him, than He gave the people of 
Galilee. Are we not still more to blame if we do not do it? 

27 




(By permission of Palestine Exploration Fund.) 
Valley of the Jabbok, eight miles from 
the Jordan. 



418 



ON HOLY GROUND. 



After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent 
them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he 
himself would come. Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is 
great, but the labourers are few : pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, 
that he would send forth labourers into his harvest. Go your ways : behold, 
I send you forth as lambs among wolves. Carry neither purse, nor scrip, 
nor shoes: and salute no man by the way. And into whatsoever house ye 
enter, first say. Peace be to this house. And if the son of peace be there, 
your peace shall rest upon it: if not, it shall turn to you again. And in 
the same house remain, eating and drinking such things as they give: for 
the labourer is worthy of his hire. Go not from house to house. And into 
whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you, eat such things as are set 
before you: and heal the sick that are therein, and say unto them. The 
kingdom of God is come nigh unto you. But into whatsoever city ye enter, 
and they receive you not, go your ways out into the streets of the same, 
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and say. Even the very dust of your city, which cleaveth on us, we do 
wipe off against you : notwithstanding be ye sure of this, that the kingdom 
of God is come nigh unto you. But I say unto you, that it shall be more 
tolerable in that day for Sodom, thaji for that city. Woe unto thee, 
Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works had been 
done in Tyre and Sidon, which have been done in you, they had a great 
while ago repented, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. But it shall be more 
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment, than for you. And thou, 
Capernaum, which art exalted to heaven, shalt be thrust down to hell. He 
that heareth you heareth me ; and he that despiseth you despiseth me ; and 
he that despiseth me despiseth him that sent me. 

And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils 
are subject unto us through thy name. And he said unto them, I beheld 
Satan as lightning fall from heaven. Behold, I give unto you power to 
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tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy : and 
nothing shall by any means hurt you. Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, 
that the spirits are subject unto you ; but rather rejoice, because your names 
are written in heaven. 

In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank thee, Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and 
prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes; even so, Father; for so it 
seemed good in thy sight. — Luke X. 1-21, 



THE GOOD SAMAEITAN. 



There was a road which the disciples had often passed 
over with the Lord, which they knew very well. It led from 
the east gate of Jerusalem across the Kidron valley, up 
over the Mount of Olives, by the village of Bethany, and so 
down among bare 
desert hills nearly 
twenty miles, to the 
brow of the high 
bluffs which border 
the Jordan valley. 
By the side of the 
road is a deep, 
rough gorge, from 
which a brook runs 
out into the sunny 
plain. In the Gos- 
pel time it watered 
the fields and gar- 
dens of Jericho, 
which stood just 
under the hills. 
This road is a lonely 
one, with no town 

after passing Bethany, and the country is rough and wild. 
Travellers to-day take a guard when they pass this way, 
and in the old time people sometimes fell among thieves as 
they went down from Jerusalem to Jericho. 

The Lord told of such a one in a parable. There was a 
priest in the parable, one of those who did service in the 
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temple at Jerusalem, perhaps returning to his home after 
his term of service. The priests wore their white robes and 
turbans, and often as they went they read in some sacred 
roll. And there was a Levite in the parable. He was one 
of the tribe set apart for sacred duty, who helped the priests 
in the temple. We see the priest and the Levite gathering 
their robes about them, lest they should be defiled, and pass- 
ing by on the other side. 

Afterward a Samaritan came this way, riding on his 
horse or ass. You remember the Samaritans who lived in 
the middle part of the country between Judaea and Galilee. 
The Jews despised them and would have no dealings with 
them. This man was not learned in the law like the priest 
and Levite, but he had more of its spirit than they, for his 
heart was kinder than theirs. The parable tells of an inn. 
It was a khan, not unlike the inn at Bethlehem, where trav- 
ellers rested on their lonely journey. The two pence which 
the Samaritan gave to the host were Roman silver coins 
about the size of our dimes, and worth fifteen cents each. 
But a penny was a day's wages in those times. We must 
read this beautiful story just as the Lord told it. But let us 
notice why He told it, and who were listening as He spoke. 

A certain lawyer had asked the Lord a question. The 
lawyers were men who spent much time in studying the law 
of Moses, but too often they overlooked the real lesson of 
the Scriptures, to love the Lord and one another by being 
kind and useful. 

And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, 
Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? He said unto him, What 
is written in the law? how readest thou? And he answering said, Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. 
And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt 
live. But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my 
neighbour? And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his 
raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. And by 
chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, 
he passed by on the other side. And likewise a Levite, when he was at the 
place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side. But a 
certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he 
saw him, he had compassion on him, and went to him, and bound up his 
wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought 
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him to an inn, and took care of him. And on the morrow when he 
departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto 
him. Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come 
again, I will repay thee. Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neigh- 
bour unto him that fell among the thieves? And he said. He that shewed 
mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him. Go, and do thou likewise. — 
Luke X. 25-37. 

How can we go and do likewise? We never found a 
wounded man by the roadside. Perhaps not, but have we 
never met some little child in trouble, or some old person, 
or a blind man, and left him for some one else to help instead 
of helping him ourselves? At home and school, do we not 
pass many little chances to help our mother or our little sister 
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or brother, because it is too much trouble, or would interfere 
with something we want to do for ourselves? There may 
be many times when it would not be really kind to give money 
to a poor man, for he would make bad use of it, and do harm 
to himself and others ; but we must all watch for chances to 
be really kind and useful. Our best chance is in doing our 
regular work faithfully and well. And there are many little 
chances, which we shall not see unless we look for them; 
they will go unused unless we are quick to say a kind word 
and to lend a helping hand. 
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As the Lord journeyed with a company of disciples 
towards Jerusalem, He taught them as they walked and as 
they rested by the way. He told them how He takes care 
of every little bird and flower, and still more of every one 
of His children. The birds are busy building their nests, 
and the flowers are busy too, growing and making fruit; 
but they are not anxious. We ought to be busy and useful, 
but not anxious, for the Lord is taking care of us. We 
ought not to care too much about things of this world, for 
soon we shall go to the other world and leave them behind. 
If we are busy and trustful like the birds and flowers, we are 
ready whenever the Lord comes for us. The lesson reminds 
us of words that the Lord had spoken in the Sermon on the 
Mount. 

And one of the company said unto him, Master, speak to my brother, 
that he divide the inheritance with me. And he said unto him, Man, who 

made me a judge or a divider 
over youf And he said unto 
them. Take heed, and beware of 
covetousness : for a man's life 
consisteth not in the abundance 
of the things which he posses- 
seth. And he spake a parable 
unto them, saying, The ground 
of a certain rich man brought 
forth plentifully: and he 
thought within himself, say- 
ing. What shall I do, because 
I have no room where to be- 
stow my fruits? And he said, 
This will I do: I will pull 
down my bams, and build 
greater; and there will I be- 
stow all my fruits and my 
goods. And I will say to my 
soul. Soul, thou hast much 
goods laid up for many years; 
take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him. Thou 
fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those 
things be, which thou hast provided? So is he that layeth up treasure for 
himself, and is not rich toward God. 
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And he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto you, Take no 
thought for your life, what ye shall eat ; neither for the body, what ye shall 
put on. The life is more than meat, and the body is more than raiment. 
Consider the ravens: for they neither sow nor reap; which neither have 
storehouse nor bam ; and God f eedeth them : how much more are ye better 
than the fowls? And which of you with taking thought can add to his 
stature one cubit? * If ye then be not able to do that thing which is least, 
why take ye thought for the rest? Consider the lilies how they grow: 
they toil not, they spin not; and 
yet I say unto you, that Solo- 
mon in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of these. If 
then God so clothe the grass, 
which is to day in the field, 
and to morrow is cast into the 
oven ; t how much more will he 
clothe you, ye of little faith? 
And seek not ye what ye shall 
eat, or what ye shall drink, 
neither be ye of doubtful mind. 
For all these things do the na- 
tions of the world seek after: 
and your Father knoweth that 
ye have need of these things. 
But rather seek ye the kingdom 
of God; and all these things 
shall be added unto you. Fear 
not, little flock; for it is your 
Father's good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom. Sell that ye 
have, and give alms; provide 

yourselves with bags which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that 
faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth. For 
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning; and ye 
yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord, when he will return from 
the wedding; that when he cometh and knocketh, they may open unto him 
immediately. Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he cometh 
shall find watching: verily I say unto you, that he shall gird himself, and 
make them to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve them. And 
if he shall come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find 
them so, blessed are those servants. And this know, that if the goodman t of 
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Flowers on Mount Carmel. 



* The cubit was the distance from the elbow to the end of the fingers, 
about eighteen inches. 

t Little earthen ovens are often used in the East. They are made hot 
by a fire of dry grass and twigs, and then the thin loaves of bread are 
baked on the inside of the hot walls. 

t " The goodman'' means " the master of the house." 
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the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched, 
and not have suffered his house to be broken through. Be ye therefore 
ready also: for the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye think not. — 
Luke XII. 13-40. 



MAEY AND MAETHA: FEAST OF DEDICATION. 

We have followed the Lord and the disciples through the 
country east of Jordan in the journey towards Jerusalem. 
We think of them crossing the sunny plains of Jericho, and 
climbing into the hills by the road which we learned about 
in the parable of the good Samaritan. 

Bethany was a little village in a pleasant, sunny nook on 
the southeast slope of the Mount of Olives. It was near 
Jerusalem but hidden from the city by the Mount of Olives. 




(Photograph by S. E. Williams.) 

A Syrian home. 

When the Lord was at Jerusalem He often stayed at the 
quiet little village away from the noise, with its orchards 
of olives and figs, and its view out over the hills to the south 
and east. There was there a house where they gladly re- 
ceived Him, the home of Martha and her sister Mary and 
their brother Lazarus. ''Now Jesus loved Martha, and her 
sister, and Lazarus." Perhaps it was on this journey from 
Galilee that the Lord rested at their house, when Mary sat 
at the Lord's feet and heard His word, but Martha was 
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cumbered, or distracted, about much serving, — troubled 
about the supper for the Master. 

Is it wrong to be busy? No indeed! But we ought not 
to be anxious and troubled while we work. The Lord taught 
this lesson when He bade us to consider the birds and 
flowers. We need to take a little time each morning and 
each night to sit humbly at the Lord's feet to hear His 
word. It will help to make the day's work or the night's 
rest peaceful and useful. Each Sunday we sit at His feet 
to hear what will help us for the week ; and if we remember 
the Lord and His words through the day and the week, our 
minds are at rest even when our hands are busy. 



Now it • came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a certain 
village: and a certain woman named Martha received him into her house. 
And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard 
his word. But Martha was 
cumbered about much serving, 
and came to him, and said. 
Lord, dost thou not care that 
my sister hath left me to serve 
alone? bid her therefore that 
she help me. And Jesus an- 
swered and said unto her, 
Martha, Martha, thou art care- 
ful and troubled about many 
things: but one thing is need- 
ful : and Mary hath chosen that 
good part, which shall not be 
taken away from her. — Luke 
X. 38-42. 

It was now early 
winter, and the Feast 
of Dedication was being 
kept in Jerusalem. It 
lasted eight days, and 
was sometimes called 
the Feast of Lights, 
because the temple and 
the houses were brightly lighted. Do you want to know 
why this feast was kept? There was a time after David 
and the other kings had died and the people of Jerusalem 
had been captive in Babylon, and many of them had come 




At the house of Mary and Martha. 
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back again to their city, — there was a time after all this and 
before the coming of the Lord, when a king named Antiochns 
Epiphanes ruled over Syria, including Palestine, having 
his home in the far north. This king defiled the temple at 
Jerusalem and tried to stop the worship of the Lord among 
the Jews, and to make all the people worship the heathen 
gods of the Greeks. But a brave man and his sons, who lived 
in a little town of Judaea, would not obey the king, and one 
of the sons called Judas Maccabaeus became leader of an 
army and overcame the king. He cleansed the temple and 

dedicated it again to the 
worship of the Lord. 
This was before the 
Lord came, b.c. 164. 
From that time they 
kept each winter the 
Feast of Dedication. 

Now we understand 
when we read, ''It was 
at Jerusalem, the feast 
of the dedication, and 
it was winter. And 
Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon's porch." Solo- 
mon's porch was a colonnade, probably along the east side 
of the temple court, where people gathered to listen to the 
teachers. The leaders of the Jews came about the Lord, 
not to learn but to hear something for which they might 
condemn Him. They had before persecuted the Lord and 
sought to slay Him when He healed the poor man at Beth- 
esda on a Sabbath day in Jerusalem, and when on another 
Sabbath He healed the man born blind. Now when the Lord 
told them the truth, ''I and my Father are one," they took 
up stones again to stone Him, and He went away again 
beyond Jordan, where the people were more ready to hear 
Him than in Jerusalem. 

And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter. 
And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon's porch. Then came the Jews 
round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us to 
doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. Jesus answered them, I told 
you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they 
bear witness of me. But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as 
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I said unto you. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 
follow me : and I give unto them eternal life ; and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave 
them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my 
Father^s hand. I and my Father are one. Then the Jews took up stones 
again to stone him. Jesus answered them. Many good works have I shewed 
you from my Father; for which of those works do ye stone me? The 
Jews answered him, saying. For a good work we stone thee not; but for 
blasphemy ; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God. Jesus 
answered them. Is it not written in your law, I said. Ye are gods? If he 
called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the scripture 
cannot be broken; say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and 
sent into the world. Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of 
God? If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not. But if I do, 
though ye believe not me, believe the works: that ye may know, and 
believe, that the Father is in me, and I in him. Therefore they sought 
again to take him: but he escaped out of their hand, and went away again 
beyond Jordan into the place where John at first baptized; and there he 
abode. And many resorted unto him, and said, John did no miracle: but 
all things that John spake of this man were true. And many believed on 
him there.— John X. 22-42, 



AT THE PHARISEE'S TABLE: PARABLE OF THE 
GREAT SUPPER. 

We are again in the country beyond Jordan, listening 
to the Lord's words. He was eating bread in the house of a 
Pharisee on the Sabbath day. The low table had been 
spread, and couches were placed for the people to recline 
upon. Some places were thought more honorable than 
others, perhaps those next the host or near to the chief 
guests. We should expect that the proud Pharisees who 
loved the uppermost places at feasts and the chief seats in 
the synagogues would choose out these places for them- 
selves. We know too what some who were there would think 
when the Lord healed a sick man, for it was the Sabbath 
day. Then the Lord taught them in parables while they 
were with Him about the table. 

And it came to pass, as he went into the house of one of the chief 
Pharisees £o eat bread on the sabbath day, that they watched him. And, 
behold, there was a certain man before him which had the dropsy. And 
Jesus answering spake unto the lawyers and Pharisees, saying. Is it lawful 
to heal on the sabbath day? And they held their peace. And he took him, 



428 



ON HOLY GROUND. 



and healed him, and let him go; and answered them, saying. Which of you 
shall have an ass or an ox fallen into a pit, and will not straightway pull 
him out on the sabbath day? And they could not answer him again to 
these things. 

And he put forth a parable to those which were bidden, when he 
marked how they chose out the chief rooms; saying unto them. When 
thou art bidden of any man to a wedding, sit not down in the highest room ; 
lest a more honourable man than thou be bidden of him; and he that bade 
thee and him come and say to thee. Give this man place; and thou begin 
with shame to take the lowest room. But when thou art bidden, go and sit 

down in the lowest room; 
that when he that bade 
thee cometh, he may say 
unto thee, Friend, go up 
higher: then shalt thou 
have worship in the pres- 
ence of them that sit at 
meat with thee. For who- 
soever exalteth himself 
shall be abased; and he 
that humbleth himself 
shall be exalted. 

Then said he also to 
him that bade him. When 
thou makest a dinner or 
a supper, call not thy 
friends, nor thy brethren, 
neither thy kinsmen, nor 
thy rich neighbours; lest 
they also bid thee again, 
and a recompence be made 
thee. But when thou makest a feast, call the poor, the maimed, the lame, 
the blind: and thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: 
for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just. — Luke 
XIV. 1-14, 

The only reward we need ask for doing good is the happi- 
ness in doing it, which we may enjoy now and which goes 
with us into heaven. 

And now the Lord makes the feast a picture of heaven 
and all the good things that He prepares for us there. He 
desires to give everybody these blessings, but we are very 
slow to make the little sacrifice and effort that are needed 
to receive them. Our carelessness about the blessings of 
heaven which the Lord has made ready is shown by the 
excuses of those who were bidden to the feast and would 
not come. 
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And when one of them that sat at meat with him heard these things, 
he said unto him, Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God. 
Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great supper, and bade many : 
and sent his serv^ant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come; 
for all things are now 
ready. And they all with 
one consent began to make 
excuse. The first said un- 
to him, I have bought a 
piece of ground, and I 
must needs go and see it: 
I pray thee have me ex- 
cused. And another said, 
I have bought five yoke of 
oxen, and I go to prove 
them: I pray thee have 
me excused. And another 
said, I have married a 
wife, and therefore I can- 
not come. So that servant 
came, and shewed his lord 
these things. Then the 
master of the house being 

angry said to his servant. Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of 
the city, and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and 
the blind. And the servant said. Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, 
and yet there is room. And the lord said unto the servant. Go out into 
the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house 
may be filled. For I say unto you. That none of those men which were 
bidden shall taste of my supper. — Luke XIV. 15-24. 
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Lepers begging by the way-side. 



THE LOST SHEEP: THE LOST SILVER: 
LOST SON. 



THE 



The Pharisees murmured because the Lord received the 
publicans and sinners and ate with them. The publicans 
were the tax-gatherers who were so hated by the Jews 
because they collected taxes for the Romans, and they were 
often unjust. The '* sinners" were those who did not keep 
the many rules of the Pharisees. But the Lord loved every 
one, and those who were despised and discouraged were 
often more ready to receive His help than the proud Phari- 
sees who thought that they were already good. 
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The Lord spoke three parables to teach us how He loves 
us even when we have done wrong, and how earnestly He 
desires to help us to repent and to come back to Him. The 
first is the parable of the lost sheep. You know how the 
shepherds in that country lived with their flocks in the fields^ 
leading them from pasture to pasture, and to the springs 
of water. The shepherd went before and the sheep followed. 
He led them gently when they were tired, and carried the 
little lambs. At night he took them to the fold or stayed 
with them in the fields to protect them. As the shepherd 
brings back a stray sheep, so does the Lord, the good Shep- 
herd, love to bring back any one who has wandered from 
Him. He rejoices too and angels rejoice when we bring 
back any gentle, innocent feeling that was becoming lost. 

Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to hear 
him. And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth 

sinners, and eateth with 
them. 

And he spake this 
parable unto them, saying, 
What man of you, having 
an hundred sheep, if he 
lose one of them, doth not 
leave the ninety and nine 
in the wilderness, and go 
after that which is lost, 
until he find it? And when 
he hath found it, he lay- 
eth it on his shoulders, re- 
joicing. And when he 
cometh home, he calleth to- 
gether his friends and neigh- 
bours, saying unto them. Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep 
which was lost. I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over 
one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, 
which need no repentance. — Luke XV, 1-7, 

The second parable was about a silver piece which a 
woman lost, perhaps one of the coins which an Eastern 
woman wears for ornament on her forehead. She lighted 
the wick in her little shallow earthen lamp, and swept the 
bare earth floor. 
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A flock of sheep by Lake Merom. 



Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, 
doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, and seek diligently till she 
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find it? And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and her neigh- 
bours together, saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found the piece which 
I had lost. Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner that repenteth. — Luke XV. 8-10. 

And one other parable, teaching how kind and forgiving 
the Lord is, and that the Pharisees should have been glad 
to have the sinners come to Him. 



And he said, A certain man had two sons: and the younger of them 
said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that f alleth to me. 
And he divided unto them his living. And not many days after the younger 
son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and 
there wasted his substance with riotous living. And when he had spent 
all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want. 
And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent 
him into his fields to feed swine. And he would fain have filled his belly 
with the husks * that the swine did eat : and no man gave unto him. And 
when he came to himself, he said. 
How many hired servants of my 
father's have bread enough and to 
spare, and I perish with hunger! 
I will arise and go to my father, 
and will say unto him, Father, I 
have sinned against heaven, and 
before thee, and am no more 
worthy to be called thy son: 
make me as one of thy hired 
servants. And he arose, and 
came to his father. But when 
he was yet a great way off, his 
father saw him, and had com- 
passion, and ran, and fell on his 
neck, and kissed him. And the 
son said unto him, Father, I have 
sinned against heaven, and in thy 
sight, and am no more worthy to 
be called thy son. But the father 
said to his servants, Bring forth 
the best robe, and put it on him; 
and put a ring on his hand, and 
shoes on his feet: and bring 

hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: for 
this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. 




Bethlehem women with coin ornaments. 



* The large brown pods of the carob tree, much like a locust. The 
pods were eaten by the poor people, and we sometimes see them for sale 
on our fruit stands under the name " St. John's bread." 
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And they began to be merry. Now his elder son was in the field: and 
as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard musick and dancing. 
And he called one of the servants, and asked what these things meant. 
And he said unto him. Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed 
the fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and sound. And he 
was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father out, and 
intreated him. And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many 
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Ploughing. 

years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy command- 
ment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with 
my friends: but as soon as this thy son was come, which hath devoured 
thy living with harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf. And he 
said unto him. Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine. It 
was meet that we should make merry, and be glad : for this thy brother was 
dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found. — Luke XV. 11-32. 



THE UNJUST STEWAED. 

The Lord spoke a parable about a steward, a man who 
had care of a rich man's property, perhaps renting his farms 
and selling his crops. The steward would have in his keep- 
ing the statements signed by the different people who owed 
the rich man, showing how much they owed him. The 
writing was often done on a waxed surface with a pointed 
style, and words could be erased by smoothing out the wax 
with the other end of the style. One owed a hundred meas- 
ures of oil; the steward told him to write fifty: another 
owed a hundred measures of wheat ; he should write eighty. 
Both debts were for large amounts. It seems that the 
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steward acted dishonestly so that the debtors would be his 
friends; and the master commended him for his shrewd- 
ness. Our Lord does not say that he did right. If he acted 
dishonestly he did very wrong. But the lesson is that if this 
worldly man with such wisdom as he had, used the property 
in his hands so that he would have friends, ought we not 
honestly and with real wisdom, to use the good things trusted 
to us in this world, so that they will do our souls good, and 
so that angels will be our friends and receive us to homes 
in heaven? 



And he said also unto his disciples, There was a certain rich man, which 
had a steward; and the same was accused unto him that he had wasted 
his goods. And he called him, and said unto him, How is it that I hear 
this of thee? give an account of thy stewardship; for thou mayest be no 
longer steward. Then the steward said within himself. What shall I do? 
for my lord taketh away from me the stewardship: I cannot dig; to beg 
I am ashamed. I am resolved what to do, that, when I am put out of the 
stewardship, they may re- 
ceive me into their houses. 
So he called every one of 
his lord's debtors unto him, 
and said unto the first. 
How much owest thou un- 
to my lord? And he said, 
An hundred measures of 
oil. And he said unto him, 
Take thy bill, and sit down 
quickly, and write fifty. 
Then said he to another, 
And how much owest 
thou? And he said, An 
hundred measures of 
wheat. And he said unto 
him, Take thy bill, and 
write fourscore. And the 
lord commended the un- 
just steward, because he 
had done wisely: for the 
children of this world are in their generation wiser than the children 
of light. And I say unto you. Make to yourselves friends of the mam- 
mon of unrighteousness; that, when ye fail,* they may receive you into 
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* The Revised Version reads, " by means of the mammon of unright- 
eousness ; that, when it shall fail." " Mammon" means ^' wealth." Good 
things of this world are called " the mammon of unrighteousness" because 
they can so easily be used selfishly and lead us away from the Lord. 

28 
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everlasting habitations. He that is faithful in that which is least is 
faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also 
in much. If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous 
mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? And if ye 
have not been faithful in that which is another man's, who shall give 
you that which is your own? No servant can serve two masters: for 
either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the 
one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. — Luke 
XVL 1-13, 



THE RICH MAN AND THE BEGGAE. 

This parable is about a rich man in his beautiful house, 
wearing soft white robes, and robes dyed with the costly 
purple which the people of Tyre knew how to make from 
a little shell-fish. There was feasting in the house every 
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Court of a Syrian house. 

day. But no one pitied the poor beggar asking for crumbs 
at the gate, except the dogs that ran about the streets with- 
out a home. 

The parable tells us that when the rich man and beggar 
died, the beggar came into heaven, but the rich man was in 
torments. It does not mean that all who are poor in this 
world's goods will go to heaven, and that those who are 
rich here will not. All will go to heaven who make good 
use of what they have whether it is much or little. ''Blessed 
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are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." 
Those who are humble, who know how weak they are, who 
trust in the Lord and do good, are the poor who come into 
heaven. Those who think that they are strong and good, 
and that they know best without learning from the Lord, 
are the rich who cannot enter heaven. Our happiness or 
unhappiness in the other world is determined by our life 
here ; our essential character is fixed and will not afterwards 
be changed from good to bad or from bad to good. 

There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine 
linen, and fared sumptuously every day: and there was a certain beggar 
named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, and desiring to 
be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table : moreover the 
dogs came and licked his sores. And it came to pass, that the beggar died, 
and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also 
died, and was buried; and in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, 
and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and 
said. Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may 
dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented 
in this flame. But Abraham said. Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime 
receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he 
is *comf orted, and thou art tormented. And beside all this, between us and 
you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence 
to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence. 
Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him 
to my father's house: for I have five brethren; that he may testify unto 
them, lest they also come into this place of torment. Abraham saith unto 
him. They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. And he said. 
Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they 
will repent. And he said unto him. If they hear not Moses and the 
prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead. — 
Luke XVI. 19-31. 



THE RAISING OF LAZARUS. 

Remember the little village on the sunny slope of the 
Mount of Olives. The road from Jerusalem to Jericho led 
over the hill, and about two miles from the city passed near 
the little town with its orchards. You remember how the 
Lord once came to Bethany to the house of Mary and Mar- 
tha. They both loved the Lord and He loved them. And 
they had a brother Lazarus who was dear to the Lord. By 
and by we shall learn of the Lord's coming again to Bethany, 
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and how they made Him a supper, and Martha served, and 
Lazarus reclined at the table, and Mary anointed the Lord's 
head and feet with costly ointment. 

But now Lazarus was sick. In their distress the sisters 
sent to Jesus. The messengers went down the road to Jeri- 
cho, and across the Jordan to where the Lord was teaching 
in that eastern country, and told Him, **Lord, he whom 
thou lovest is sick." Still the Lord did not come, and Laz- 
arus died. The burial was in a cave, and it is interesting 
to learn about it, for it was in such a sepulchre by and by 




Nearing Bethany, on the road from Jericho. 

that the body of the Lord was laid. A sort of porch- way was 
cut in the rocky hill-side. From this a low door led to a 
chamber where there was a rest for the body, or niches in 
the walls where a number of bodies could be laid. The door 
of the chamber was closed by a wheel-shaped stone rolled 
across the opening. The body of Lazarus was carried to 
such a cave by weeping friends, perhaps with hired mourn- 
ers ; and many friends from Jerusalem came to comfort the 
sisters in their sadness. 

Four more days had passed, when word was brought to 
Martha that the Lord had come. He knew that Lazarus had 
died, but He did not call it death ; He called it sleep. The 
Lord and the disciples with Him, had crossed the broad 
meadows of the Jordan, passed Jericho, and climbed the 
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steep road into the hills. As they drew near to Bethany, 
Martha came to meet the Lord. Afterwards Mary came. 
As we read the story we shall learn what the Lord said, and 
what He did. 



Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town 
of Mary and her sister Martha. (It was that Mary which anointed the 
Lord with ointment, and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus 
was sick.) Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, he 
whom thou lovest is sick. When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is 
not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be 
glorified thereby. Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. 
When he had heard therefore that he was sick, he abode two days still in 
the same place where he was. Then after that saith he to his disciples, Let 
us go into Judasa again. His disciples say unto him. Master, the Jews 
of late sought to stone thee; and goest thou thither again? Jesus answered, 
Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any man walk in the day, he 
stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of this world. But if a man walk 
in the night, he stumbleth, because there is no light in him. These things 
said he: and after that he saith unto them. Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; 
but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep. Then said his disciples. 
Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well. Howbeit Jesus spake of his death : but 
they thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep. Then said 
Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. And I am glad for your sakes 
that I was not there, to the intent ye may believe; nevertheless let us go 
unto him. Then said Thomas, which 
is called Didymus, unto his fellow- 
disciples. Let us also go, that we 
may die with him. 

Then when Jesus came, he 
found that he had lain in the 
grave four days already. Now 
Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, 
about fifteen furlongs off: and many 
of the Jews came to Martha and 
Mary, to comfort them concerning 
their brother. Then Martha, as 
soon as she heard that Jesus was t, 
coming, went and met him: but (Photograph by s. E. wuiiams.) 
Mary sat still in the house. Then A rock-cut tomb near Jerusalem, 

said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if 

thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. But I know, that even 
now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee. Jesus saith 
unto her. Thy brother shall rise again. Martha saith unto him, I know 
that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day. Jesus said 
unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and be- 
lieveth in me shall never die. Believest thou this? She saith unto him. 
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Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which 
should come into the world. And when she had so said, she went her 
way, and called Mary her sister secretly, saying, The Master is come, 
and calleth for thee. As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly, and 
came unto him. Now Jesus was not yet come into the town, but was in 
that place where Martha met him. The Jews then which were with her 
in the house, and comforted her, when they saw Mary, that she rose up 
hastily and went out, followed her, saying, She goeth unto the grave to 
weep there. Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw him, she 
fell down at his feet, saying unto him. Lord, if thou hadst been here, my 
brother had not died. When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the 
Jews also weeping which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was 
troubled, and said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto him. Lord, 
come and see. Jesus wept. Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him! 
And some of them said. Could not this man, which opened the eyes of the 
blind, have caused that even this man should not have died? Jesus there- 
fore again groaning in hiiRself cometh to the grave. It was a cave, and a 
stone lay upon it. Jesus said. Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister 
of him that was dead, saith unto him. Lord, by this time he stinketh: for 
he hath been dead four days. Jesus saith unto her. Said I not unto thee, 
that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? Then 
they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And 
Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said. Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard 
me. And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people 
which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me. And 
when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. 
And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes : 
and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them. 
Loose him, and let him go. 

Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had seen the things 
which Jesus did, believed on him. But some of them went their ways to 
the Pharisees, and told them what things Jesus had done. — John XI. 1-46, 



THE LAST JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM: HEALING, 

TEACHING. 

After the Lord raised Lazarus from the dead the chief 
priests and Pharisees plotted once more against Him. Be- 
fore when they would have stoned Him, He went away be- 
yond Jordan. Now he went with His disciples to a city 
called Ephraim. It was perhaps a little town some fifteen 
miles from Jerusalem to the northeast. But it may have 
been further away, or even beyond Jordan. 
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The spring came and the Passover season, and the Lord 
journeyed again towards Jerusalem through the country- 
east of Jordan. We learn of many things that the Lord 
said and did on this last journey to Jerusalem. Read first 
of the healing of lepers by the way. You remember the dis- 
ease of leprosy in which the skin was dead, and sometimes 
full of sores. The lepers were not allowed to live in the 
towns or to come near to any one. When a leper was healed 
he was to be exam- 
ined by a priest and 
to make a thankful 
offering to the Lord. 

And it came to pass, 
as he went to Jerusalem, 
that he passed through the 
midst of Samaria and Gali- 
lee. And as he entered into 
a certain village, there met 
him ten men that were 
lepers, which stood afar 
off: and they lifted up 
their voices, and said, 
Jesus, Master, have mercy 
on us. And when he saw 
them, he said unto them, 
Go shew yourselves unto 
the priests. And it came 
to pass, that, as they went, 

they were cleansed. And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, 
turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God, and fell down on his 
face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan. And Jesus 
answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine? 
There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger. 
And he said unto him. Arise, go thy way : thy faith hath made thee whole. 
—Luke XVIL 11-19, 




(Copyright, 1903, by William H. Rau, Phila.) 

Lepers by the way-side, near Jerusalem. 



Eead also two parables about prayer. If an unjust judge 
for selfish reasons hears a prayer, how much more will the 
Lord hear and help His children, when He loves them so 
much! But in what spirit must we pray? 

And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always 
to pray, and not to faint; saying, There was in a city a judge, which 
feared not God, neither regarded man: and there was a widow in that 
city; and she came unto him, saying. Avenge me of mine adversary. And 



440 ON HOLY GROUND. 

he would not for a while: but afterward he said within himself, Though 
I fear not God, nor regard man; yet because this widow troubleth me, 
I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me. And 
the Lord said. Hear what the unjust judge saith. And shall not God 
avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he 
bear long with them? I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. 
Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the 
earth f 

And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves 
that they were righteous, and despised others: Two men went up into the 
temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. The 
Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am 
not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this pub- 
lican. I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. And the 
publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto 
heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. 
I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other : 
for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth 
himself shall be exalted.— Luke XVIII, 1-14. 



BLESSING LITTLE CHILDREN: THE RICH 
YOUNG MAN. 

The Lord was in the country east of Jordan, journeying 
towards Jerusalem, and they brought little children to Him. 
How lovingly the Lord took the little children in His arms 
and blessed them ! How they must have felt His kindness I 
And He loves all little children as much as the ones He 
blessed that day. Because He loves them He gives them 
fathers and mothers and friends to take care of them, and 
He sends His good angels to be near to them. And if older 
people are gently and obedient and trustful. He calls them 
all His little children, and protects them with the arms of 
His Divine power and love. 

And they brought young children to him, that he should touch them: 
and his disciples rebuked those that brought them. But when Jesus saw 
it, he was much displeased, and said unto them, .Suffer the little children 
to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of 
God. Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of 
God as a little child, he shall not enter therein. And he took them up in 
his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them. — Mark X. 13-16. 
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Now we hear the Lord's answer to a rich young man, a 
ruler, who asked, ** What shall I do that I may inherit eternal 
life?" We learn two things, — that we must keep the com- 
mandments, and that we must do it not trusting in our own 
knowledge and strength, but humbly, knowing that the Lord 
alone is good, trusting in Him, and willing to make sacrifice 
for His sake. The Lord's answer is for every young man. 

And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, 
and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that 
I may inherit eternal life? And Jesus said unto him. Why callest thou 
me good? there is none good but one, that is, God. Thou knowest the 
commandments. Do not commit adultery. Do not kill. Do not steal. Do not 




(Hofmann : Franz Hanfstaengl Art Publishing House, Munich and New York.) 
The Lord and the rich young man. 

bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother. And he 
answered and said unto him, Master, all these have I observed from my 
youth. Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing 
thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, 
and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and 
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follow me. And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for 
he had great possessions. 

And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples. How 
hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God! And 
the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus answereth again, 
and saith unto them. Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches 
to enter into the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.* 
And they were astonished out of measure, saying among themselves. Who 
then can be saved? And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is 
impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible. — Mark 
X. 17-27. 



LABORERS IN THE VINEYARD. 

There are many vineyards in Palestine and there used 
to be many more than now. The vines were often planted on 
a terraced hill-side. A hedge or a wall protected them from 
wild boars and foxes. The grapes were used for making 
wine, and the vineyard must have its wine-press. This was 
a vat cut in the rock in which the juice could be trodden out, 
to run off into another vat. The wine-presses are often found 
among the bushes in neglected places, showing that there 
were once vineyards there. Sometimes a tower was built 
where the watchman could keep watch, so that no thief should 
steal the fruit. There was much work to do in a vineyard, 
in digging up the ground and gathering out stones and pull- 
ing the weeds, training the vines on their trellises and 
pruning them, and by and by in gathering the fruit and 
making the wine. 

All these things came to the minds of the people when 
the Lord spoke a parable about a householder hiring laborers 
into his vineyard. As we read of his going out early in the 
morning, and at the third, sixth, ninth, and eleventh hours, 
we remember that the Jews began to count the day from six 
o'clock in the morning. The third hour was nine o'clock, 
and you can see what times are meant by the other hours. 
The penny mentioned in the parable is the same that we 
learned of in the story of the good Samaritan. It was a 

* It is impossible for the self-confident spirit to go into heaven, but 
with the Lord's help we may gain a humble spirit which can enter. 
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Eoman silver piece about as big as a dime, and worth about 
fifteen cents. But a little money went a long way in those 
days, so that **a penny a day" was fair wages for a work- 
man. The parable speaks of the steward who, we know, was 
the man who took care of his master's goods and money. 
Let us read the parable, and then let us think a little about 
its meaning. 

For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, 
which went out early in the morning to hire labourers into his vineyard. 
And when he had agreed with the labourers for a penny a day, he sent 
them into his vineyard. And he went out about the third hour, and saw 
others standing idle in the marketplace, and said unto them; Go ye also 
into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right I will give you. And they went 
their way. Again he went out about the sixth and ninth hour, and did 
likewise. And about the eleventh hour he went out, and found others 
standing idle, and saith unto them. Why stand ye here all the day idle? 
They say unto him. Be- 
cause no man hath hired 
us. He saith unto them. 
Go ye also into the vine- 
yard; and whatsoever is 
right, that shall ye receive. 
So when even was come, 
the lord of the vineyard 
saith unto his steward, Call 
the labourers, and give 
them their hire, beginning 
from the last unto the 
first. And when they came 

that were hired about the (Copyright, 1903, by William H. Rau, Phila.)' 

eleventh hour, they re- A vineyard with watch-tower, 

ceived every man a penny. 

But when the first came, they supposed that they should have received 
more; and they likewise received every man a penny. And when they 
had received it, they murmured against the goodman * of the house, say- 
ing, These last have wrought but one hour, and thou hast made them 
equal unto us, which have borne the burden and heat of the day. But 
he answered one of them, and said, Friend, I do thee no wrong: didst 
not thou agree with me for a penny? Take that thine is, and go thy 
way: I will give unto this last, even as unto thee. Is it not lawful for 
me to do what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil, because I am 
good? So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, 
but few chosen. — Matthew XX. 1-16, 
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* The master of the house. Translated " householder'' at the begin- 
ning of the parable. 
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The householder in the parable means the Lord, and He 
needs laborers to learn from Him what is right and to do 
all the good they can. He does not give all people just the 
same work to do. Some seem to have harder work than 
others, — more faults to overcome, more difficulty in learning 
and doing right. Some live and labor many long years; 
some but a few years or days. Those who go to the other 

world as little children 
are like the workmen 
called at the eleventh 
hour, who did not bear 
'^the burden and heat of 
the day. ' ' When we learn 
about the beautiful homes 
which the Lord prepares 
in heaven for those who 
die as little children, so 
safe from every danger, 
where they grow up so 
pure and good, it seems 
sometimes as if He were 
kinder to them than to 
us. But the Lord is good to all. He knows that some can 
become more useful and happy by growing up as children 
in heaven, and some by working longer here. We can trust 
His love and be sure that He prepares what is best for each 
one. 

We may think of the laborers also as meaning faculties 
in ourselves, which are called successively into the Lord's 
service; first some that think about reward, as the first 
laborers bargained for their pay; afterwards those that 
are more trustful, like the laborers who were content, know- 
ing that whatsoever was right they should receive; and at 
last the innocent states and impressions of childhood are 
awakened and called into service, the best and most precious 
of all. Every faculty which does its work faithfully, re- 
ceives its blessing from the Lord. 
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THE LORD'S KINGDOM. 
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THE LORD'S KINGDOM. 



''They were in the way going up to Jerusalem/' The 
Lord was going with the disciples to Jerusalem to the Pass- 
over, for the last time. It was early spring, and after the 
winter rains the country was bright with flowers. As they 
journeyed through the towns east of Jordan, the Lord spoke 
many parables; He blessed the little children. Then they 
crossed the river and the sunny meadows to the road which 
led up from Jericho into the hills. As they went, the dis- 
ciples were filled with hope that the Lord would now use 
His power to make Himself a great earthly king. The Lord 
knew that His kingdom was not of this world, that their 
hopes would be disappointed, and that before many days 
were past He would be betrayed and crucified, but would 
rise again with all power in heaven and in earth. The Lord 
walked on before full of courage to do His Divine work. 
The disciples ''were 
amazed; and as they 
followed, they were 
afraid." Then the 
Lord told them what 
He was soon to suf- 
fer, even as it had 
been written by the 
prophets. But they 
could not believe it; 
they could not under- 
stand it, their hearts 
were so full of hopes 
of an earthly king- 
dom. 

How little they 
understood is shown 
by James and John 
who came with their mother asking for places of honor by 
His throne. We remember how the Lord called James and 
John as they sat in the ship with Zebedee their father, mend- 
ing their nets. They were among those who loved the Lord 
best ; they were with Him when He raised the little daughter 




(Copyright, 1903, by WUliam H. Rau, Phila.) 
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of Jairus; they were with Him in the mountain when He 
was transfigured, and yet how little they understood about 
His kingdom! In the Lord's kingdom one can gain power 
only by being faithful in trials, and by loving to help others, 
not thinking how others can serve him. The Lord, who is 
the King, is the humble servant of all. 

And they were in the way going up to Jerusalem; and Jesus went 
before them: and they were amazed; and as they followed, they were 
afraid. And he took again the twelve, and began to tell them what things 
should happen unto him, saying. Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the 
Son of man shall be delivered unto the chief priests, and unto the scribes; 
and they shall condemn him to death, and shall deliver him to the Gentiles : 
and they shall mock him, and shall scourge him, and shall spit upon him, 
and shall kill him : and the third day he shall rise again. 

And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come unto him, saying, 
Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire. 
And he said unto them. What would ye that I should do for you? They 
said unto him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and 
the other on thy left hand, in thy glory. But Jesus said unto them. Ye 
know not what ye ask: can ye drink of the cup that I drink of? and be 
baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? And they said unto 
him, We can. And Jesus said unto them. Ye shall indeed drink of the 
cup that I drink of; and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye 
be baptized: but to sit on my right hand and on my left hand is not mine 
to give; but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared. And when 
the ten heard it, they began to be much displeased with James and John. 
But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them. Ye know that they 
which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; 
and their great ones exercise authority upon them. But so shall it not be 
among you: but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your min- 
ister: and whosoever of you will be the chief est, shall be servant of all. 
For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give his life a ransom for many. — Mark X, 32-45, 



THE BLIND MEN AT JERICHO. 

In the New-Testament days the city of Jericho stood in 
the edge of the plain of Jordan just where the road to Jeru- 
salem climbed up into the hills. (Elisha's spring and the 
ruins of the Jericho of Old-Testament time are a mile or 
more to the north.) A brook and an aqueduct made water 
plenty, and the city was surrounded by rich gardens and 
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orchards. Its fig trees were famous, and it had been known 
as the **eity of palm trees." The name Jericho means **a 
fragrant place." Probably in entering and leaving Jericho, 
they passed, as you do to-day at Damascus, between garden 
walls under the shade of over-arching trees, smelling the 
fragrance of blossoms and hearing the sound of running 
water. 

The Lord was passing through Jericho, entering or 
leaving the city. Two blind men (Matthew speaks of two, 
Mark and Luke of only one) were sitting by the way-side 
begging, as so many blind and helpless people do near the 
gate of an Eastern town. 

You have thought what it must be to be blind ; and blind 
people in those days were much more helpless and had much 
less of kindness shown 
them than blind peo- 
ple now. A great mul- 
titude was coming, 
and the blind men by 
the way-side heard the 
sound of their feet and 
their voices. They 
asked what it meant, 
and they told them 
that Jesus of Naza- 
reth passeth by. They 
had heard that name 
and how the Lord 
had healed the blind 
and even raised the 
dead. They cried out, 

'*Thou son of David, have mercy on me." Those that went 
before rebuked them, but what did the Lord say? and what 
did He do? 




{Coipyrigbt, V.m, hy William H, Eaii, PlifU.) 

Plain of Jericho ; gardens watered by Elisha's 
fountain. 



And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho with his 
disciples and a great number of people, blind Bartimaeus, the son of 
TimsBus, sat by the highway side begging. And when he heard that it was 
Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, thou son of David, 
have mercy on me. And many charged him that he should hold his peace : 
but he cried the more a great deal. Thou son of David, have mercy on me. 
And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. And they call the 
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blind man, sa3dng unto him, Be of good comfort, rise ; he calleth thee. And 
he, casting away his garment, rose, and came to Jesus. And Jesus answered 
and said unto him. What wilt thou that I should do unto thee? The blind 
man said unto him. Lord, that I might receive my sight. And Jesus said 
unto him. Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole. And immediately 
he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way. — Mark X. 46-52. 



ZACCH^US: PARABLE OF THE POUNDS. 

**And Jesus entered and was passing through Jericho/* 
the fragrant city, between the gardens and under the shade 
of overhanging trees. There was a man in Jericho who 
wished to see the Lord, but could not because of the crowd 
about Him. So he ran before, and climbed up into a syca- 
more tree that shaded the path. The tree was a sycamore- 
fig, quite different from the trees that we call sycamores. 
The trees grow very large with great branches near the 
ground reaching out far from the trunk. They are planted 
along drives in Cairo, in Egypt, and arch them over with 
heavy shade. The fruit is a little fig, plenty but not very 
good. When you read who Zacchaeus was, you will see why 
the people murmured when the Lord went to stay at his 
house. 

And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. And, behold, there 
was a man named Zacchaeus, which was the chief among the publicans, and 

he was rich. And he sought to 
see Jesus who he was; and 
could not for the press, be- 
cause he was little of stature. 
And he ran before, and climbed 
up into a sycomore tree to see 
him: for he was to pass that 
way. And when Jesus came to 
the place, he looked up, and 
saw him, and said unto him, 
ZacchsBus, make haste, and 
come down; for to day I must 
Old aqueduct and brook Kelt, Jericho. abi^e at thy house. And he 

made haste, and came down, 
and received him joyfully. And when they saw it, they all murmured, 
saying. That he was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner. And 
ZacchaBus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of my 
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goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man 
by false accusation, I restore him fourfold. And Jesus said unto him, 
This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a son 
of Abraham. For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which 
was lost.— LwA;e XIX. 1-10. 

The disciples were expecting, as we know, on this last 
journey to Jerusalem, that the Lord was now going to make 
Himself a great earthly king. But the Lord told them in a 
parable that He was going to leave them to use the little 
knowledge that He had given them; if they used it well, 
they would be able to enjoy more power and happiness by 
and by in heaven. 

The Lord told in the parable, of a king going into a far 
country to receive for himself a kingdom and to return. 
The people had seen noblemen set out from Palestine to 
Rome, to receive rule over the country and return. King 
Herod, and afterwards two of his sons, had gone to Rome for 
this purpose, and the Jews had sent a message after Arche- 
laus begging that he should not be made king. The ^^ pound" 
given to each servant, means a sum of money equal to about 
fifteen dollars. It stands for all the knowledge that the 
Lord gives us to make good use of. We ought to use it, by 
doing what we know is right. If we do not use it we shall 
forget it all, when we go into the other world if not before. 
Then we shall be like the servant who did not use his pound, 
and it was taken from him. 

And as they heard these things, he added and spake a parable, because 
he was nigh to Jerusalem, and because they thought that the kingdom of 
God should immediately appear. He said therefore, A certain nobleman 
went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, and to return. 
And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said 
unto them, Occupy * till I come. But his citizens hated him, and sent a 
message after him, saying, We will not have this man to reign over us. 
And it came to pass, that when he was returned, having received the king- 
dom, then he commanded these servants to be called unto him, to whom 
he had given the money, that he might know how much every man had 
gained by trading. Then came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath 
gained ten pounds. And he said unto him, Well, thou good servant: 
because thou hast been faithful in a very little, have thou authority over 
ten cities. And the second came, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained five 
pounds. And he said likewise to him. Be thou also over five cities. And 

* To " occupy" means to " trade." 
29 
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another came, saying, Lord, behold, here is thy pound, which I have kept 
laid up in a napkin: for I feared thee, because thou art an austere man: 

thou takest up that thou layedst 
not down, and reapest that thou 
didst not sow. And he saith unto 
him. Out of thine own mouth will 
I judge thee, thou wicked servant. 
Thou knewest that I was an au- 
stere man, taking up that I laid 
not down, and reaping that I did 
not sow: wherefore then gavest 
not thou my money into the bank, 
that at my coming I might have 
required mine own with usury?* 
And he said unto them that stood 
by. Take from him the pound, and 
give it to him that hath ten pounds. 
(And they said unto him, Lord, he 
hath ten pounds.) For I say unto 
you, That unto every one which 
hath shall be given; and from him 
that hath not, even that he hath shall be taken away from him. But 
those mine enemies, which would not that I should reign over them, bring 
hither, and slay them before me. 

And when he had thus spoken, he went before, ascending up to Jeru- 
salem.— Lwfce XIX, 11-28, 




A Syrian turner and his lathe. 



ANOINTING IN BETHANY. 



Among the bands of pilgrims who climbed the steep road 
from Jericho to Jerusalem, came the disciples and the Lord 
on their way to the Passover. They rested in Bethany where 
Mary and Martha and Lazarus lived. It was, I think, a Sab- 
bath evening, and they made the Lord a supper there in the 
house of Simon the leper, probably one who had been healed 
of leprosy. Martha served, but Lazarus was one of them 
that reclined at the table with the Lord. Mary came with an 
alabaster cruse holding a pound of ointment of spikenard, 
very precious. 

We have learned before of such a cruse made of alabaster, 
a fine white stone like marble. It was a little flask perhaps 
with a long slender neck and sealed. Ointments were made 

* " Use money," money paid for the use of money. There is not the 
idea of excessive interest, in the old meaning of the word. 
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of olive oil mixed with fragrant spices. The spikenard was 
a plant which grew in the mountains of India, and was highly 
valued for its fragrance. The cruse of ointment which Mary- 
brought was ^^very costly;" three hundred pence was named 
as its value, which is a great deal when we remember that 
a penny was a day's wages. She broke the box, perhaps the 
neck, or the wax with which it was sealed; and you know 
what she did with the precious ointment. But let us read the 
beautiful story again. 

Then Jesus six days before the passover came to Bethany, where Laz- 
arus was which had been dead, whom he raised from the dead. There they 
made him a supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them 
that sat at the table with him. Then took Mary a pound of ointment of 
spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet 
with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. 
Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, which should 




Bethany, and hills towards Bethlehem. 

betray him, Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and 
given to the poor? This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but 
because he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what was put therein. 
Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against the day of my burying hath she 
kept this. For the poor always ye have with you; but me ye have not 
always. 
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Much people of the Jews therefore knew that he was there: and they 
came not for Jesus' sake only, but that they might see Lazarus also, whom 
he had raised from the dead. But the chief priests consulted that they 
might put Lazarus also to death; because that by reason of him many of 
the Jews went away, and believed on Jesus. — John XII. 1-11. 



ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM. 

The Sabbath, the day of rest, was passed in Bethany. It 
was now the first day of the week, and companies of pilgrims 
were passing over the Mount of Olives into Jerusalem. It 
was the day that we remember as Palm Sunday. Near to 
Bethany, where the path to the village branched from the 
path which was in those days the main road over the Mount 
of Olives, there was another village, Bethphage. The Lord 
sent two disciples to this village to bring a young ass on 
which He would ride. The disciples laid their garments on 
the ass, and the Lord rode upon him. And many spread 
their garments as a carpet on the road, and others scattered 
branches, leafy and perhaps bright with flowers. 

So they climbed to the ridge of the Mount of Olives. The 
Lord was riding on an ass, as kings and judges rode in the 
days of Samuel and David. The disciples and all the people 
thought that the kingdom of God should immediately appear. 
It had long ago been said by the prophet Zechariah, '^Rejoice 
greatly, daughter of Zion; shout, daughter of Jeru- 
salem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and 
having salvation ; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a 
colt the foal of an ass," though it was not till afterwards 
that the disciples remembered this prophecy and saw how 
it had been fulfilled. 

They reached the brow of the Mount of Olives, and Jeru- 
salem lay before them on its hills. There was Mount Zion 
with the great palace of Herod, now used by Pilate, with 
frowning walls and towers. Under the hills were the busy 
streets of the city, and reaching away to the north were 
houses and gardens. Just opposite the Mount of Olives 
stood the temple, high above the Kidron valley, the shining 
building with its wide courts about it trimmed gaily for the 
feast and thronged with people. Remember how the pil- 



ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM. 



453 



grims used to sing, *'I was glad when they said unto me, 
Let us go into the house of the Lord. Our feet shall stand 
within thy gates, Jerusalem," and other Psalms of re- 
joicing. The disciples and the people who were with the 
Lord shouted joyfully. They remembered all the mighty 
works which they had seen, and hoped that the kingdom 
was at hand. ^'Hosanna,'' they cried, which means **save 
now." '^Hosanna to the son of David: Blessed is he that 
Cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest." 

The multitudes in the temple courts learned that the Lord 
was coming ; perhaps they heard the shouts and singing from 
the hill. Many people took branches of palm trees, — the 
large feather-shaped leaves from the date-palms which 
probably then were plentiful in the valley and on the hill- 
side, — and went forth to meet Him. They went out by the 
eastern gate of the city, 
crossed over the Kidron 
bridge and up the hill, 
and joined in the cries, 
** Hosanna! Hosanna in 
the highest ! ' ' 

But amid all this re- 
joicing, and with the 
glorious city before Him, 
the Lord was sad. He 
did not come to be an 
earthly king, and hopes 
of a great earthly king- 
dom were not what He 
wished to see in the 
hearts of his disciples. 
He knew that soon all 
thQ glory of the city Jerusalem would pass away. Not 
many years and the Roman armies would come, and would 
encamp on this very hill, and the city would be overthrown. 
The Lord wept over the city, saying, *'If thou hadst known, 
even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong 
unto thy peace." Yet it was not the overthrow of the city 
for which the Lord wept, but the wickedness of the people. 
So. the company passed down the hill across the Kidron 
and up into the city. 




(Copyright, 1903, by William H. Kau, Phila.) 
St. Stephen's Gate, Jerusalem. 
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And it came to pass, when he was come nigh to Bethphage and Bethany, 
at the mount called the mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying, 
Go ye into the village over against you; in the which at your entering ye 
shall find a colt tied, whereon yet never man sat: loose him, and bring 
him hither. And if any man ask you. Why do ye loose him? thus shall 
ye say unto him, Because the Lord hath need of him. And they that were 
sent went their way, and found even as he had said unto them. And as 
they were loosing the colt, the owners thereof said unto them. Why loose 
ye the colt? And they said, The Lord hath need of him. And they brought 
him to Jesus: and they cast their garments upon the colt, and they set 
Jesus thereon. And as he went, they spread their clothes in the way. And 
when he was come nigh, even now at the descent of the mount of Olives, 
the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with 
a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen; saying, Blessed 




:• Looking over Jerusalem to the Mount of Olives. 

be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and 
glory in the highest. And some of the Pharisees from among the multitude 
said unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples. And he answered and said unto 
them, I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones would 
immediately cry out. 

And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it, 
saying. If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things 
which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes. For 
the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about 
thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in on every side, and shall lay 
thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall 
not leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou knewest not the 
time of thy visitation. — Luke XIX, 29-44. 

And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the temple: and when he 
had looked round about upon all things, and now the eventide was come, 
he went out unto Bethany with the twelve. — Mark XI. 11, 
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LAST DAYS OF TEACHING IN THE TEMPLE. 

It was Sunday when the Lord rode over the Mount of 
Olives into Jerusalem, and the people waved the palms and 
cried, Hosanna! That night He went out again with the 
disciples to Bethany. 

Monday they came again over the hill. There was a leafy 
fig tree by the path. It was still early for figs, but if there 
were leaves there might also be fruit, but there was none. 
The Lord rebuked the barren tree. The next morning as they 
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Garden of Gethsemane and Mount of Olives. 

passed the same way again, the disciples saw that the tree 
was withered. The Lord had made it teach a lesson to us 
all. If we know what is right and do not do it, we are like 
trees with leaves and no fruit. All our knowledge and the 
appearance of goodness will some day wither away. 

We must read about the fig tree, and also what the Lord 
did in the temple on that same day. It is so much like a 
story that we have read before, that you will understand it. 

And on the morrow, when they were come from Bethany, he was 
hungry: and seeing a fig tree afar off having leaves, he came, if haply 
lie might find any thing thereon : and when he came to it, he found nothing 
but leaves ; for the time of figs was not yet. And Jesus answered and said 
unto it, No man eat fruit of thee hereafter for ever. And his disciples 
heard it. 
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And they come to Jerusalem: and Jesus went into the temple, and 
began to cast out them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew 
the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves; 
and would not suffer that any man should carry any vessel through the 
temple. And he taught, saying unto them, Is it not written. My house 
shall be called of all nations the house of prayer? but ye have made it 
a den of thieves. And the scribes and chief priests heard it, and sought 
how they might destroy him: for they feared him, because all the people 
was astonished at his doctrine. 

And when even was come, he went out of the city. 

And in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up 
from the roots. And Peter calling to remembrance saith unto him, Master, 
behold, the fig tree which thou cursedst is withered away. — Mark XI, 12-21, 

And now we must follow the Lord from Bethany on the 
Tuesday morning. It was the last day of His public teaching 

in the temple. He spoke in 
parables, and afterwards He 
answered questions which 
the Pharisees and others 
asked Him, not because they 
wanted to learn, but trying 
to catch the Lord in His 
teaching and to find some 

^^zT - ground of complaint against 

^^ " ^5? Him. 

(BypermiarionofT. H. McAllisteV, N. T.) Let US read OUe of the 

A fig tree, Bethany. parables : it is about a vine- 

yard. We know how the 
vines were planted and trained; and we know about the 
hedge and the wine-press and the tower. The fruit that the 
Lord looks for from His vineyard is the fruit of good, 
heavenly works. 

And he began to speak unto them by parables. A certain man planted 
a vineyard, and set an hedge about it, and digged a place for the winefat, 
and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far 
country. And at the season he sent to the husbandmen a servant, that he 
might receive from the husbandmen of the fruit of the vineyard. And they 
caught him, and beat him, and sent him away empty. And again he sent 
unto them another servant; and at him they cast stones, and wounded him 
in the head, and sent him away shamefully handled. And again he sent 
another; and him they killed, and many others; beating some, and killing 
some. Having yet therefore one son, his wellbeloved, he sent him also 
last unto them, saying. They will reverence my son. But those husbandmen 
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said among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the 
inheritance shall be our's. And they took him, and killed him, and cast 
him out of the vineyard. What shall therefore the lord of the vineyard 
do? he will come and destroy the husbandmen, and will give the vineyard 
unto others. — Mark XII. IS, 

It is added, that they knew that He had spoken the par- 
able against them ; and they left Him and went their way. 

Another parable was about a marriage feast that a king 
made for his son. It means all the blessings of a good life 
and of heaven that the Lord prepares for us. But those who 
were bidden made excuses and would not come. Can it be 
that we ever do so? The man who had not on a wedding 
garment is like those who appear to do right, but there is no 
heavenly spirit in it, and when they come into the other 
world even the appearance of goodness is lost. They cannot 
live in heaven. 



And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by parables, and said. 
The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage 
for his son, and sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to 
the wedding: and they would not come. Again, he sent forth other ser- 
vants, saying. Tell them which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my 
dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: 
come unto the marriage. But they made light of it, and went their ways, 
one to his farm, another to 
his merchandise: and the 
remnant took his servants, 
and entreated them spite- 
fully, and slew them. But 
when the king heard there- 
of, he was wroth: and he 
sent forth his armies, and 
destroyed those murderers, 
and burned up their city. 
Then saith he to his ser- 
vants. The wedding is 
ready, but they which were 
bidden were not worthy. 
Go ye therefore into the 
highways, and as many as 
ye shall find, bid to the 
marriage. So those ser- 
vants went out into the highways, and gathered together all as many as 
they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was furnished with 
guests. And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a 
man which had not on a wedding garment : and he saith unto him. Friend, 
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how earnest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was 
speechless. Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, 
and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. For many are called, but few are chosen. 
—Matthew XXIL 1-14. 



ATTEMPTS TO ENTRAP THE LORD: 

MITES. 



WIDOW'S 



The Pharisees and Herodians came to the Lord together, 
on that last day in the temple, asking if they ought to give 
tribute to Caesar or not. The Pharisees taught that it was 
wrong, the Herodians believed that it was right. It seemed 
that whatever answer the Lord gave, He would offend one 
party or the other. But he answered so wisely that neither 
Pharisees nor Herodians could make any reply, and His 
words contain a lesson for all time. 



Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they might entangle 
him in his talk. And they sent out unto him their disciples with the Hero- 
dians, saying, Master, we know 
that thou art true, and teachest 
the way of God in truth, neither 
carest thou for any man: for 
thou regardest not the person 
of men. Tell us therefore, What 
thinkest thou? Is it lawful to 
give tribute unto Caesar, or not? 
But Jesus perceived their wicked- 
ness, and said, Why tempt ye 
me, ye hypocrites? Shew me 
the tribute money. And they 
brought unto him a penny. 
And he saith unto them, Whose 
is this image and superscription? 
They say unto him, Caesar's. 
Then saith he unto them, Ren- 
der therefore unto Caesar the 
things which are Caesar's; and 
unto God the things that are God's. When they had heard these words, 
they marvelled, and left him, and went their way. . . . 

Then one of them, which was a lawyer,* asked him a question, tempt- 
ing him, and sajring. Master, which is the great commandment in the law? 




(Copyright, 1903, by William H. Kau, Phila.) 
Steps and arches by the Mosque of Omar. 



* One learned in the law of Moses. 
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Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great 
commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets.— Matthew XXII. 15-22, 35-40. 

The last visit of the Lord to the temple had so much that 
was sad in it ! but it closed with a beautiful scene. The Lord 
sat watching the people who put offerings into the treasury, 
— into the chests with trumpet-shaped mouths which were 
placed in the court where both men and women came, to 

receive the money that 
was brought to the tem- 
ple. What made some 
of the gifts worth little, 
and some of them worth 
much in His sight? 




Pulpit by the Mosque of Omar. 



And Jesus sat over against 
the treasury, and beheld how 
the people cast money into the 
treasury: and many that were 
rich cast in much. And there 
came a certain poor widow, and 
she threw in two mites,* which 
make a farthing. And he called unto him his disciples, and saith unto them, 
Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast more in, than all 
they which have cast into the treasury: for all they did cast in of their 
abundance; but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her 
Uvmg.—Mark XII. 41-44. 



LEAVING THE TEMPLE: PROPHECY OF DARK 

DATS. 



It was the end of the last day of teaching in the temple, 
and the Lord was turning with the disciples to the quiet of 
the Mount of Olives. They pointed out to Him the buildings 
of the temple, and perhaps some of the great stones which 
made the outer wall. The temple had been building forty- 
six years, and was not yet finished. The Lord told them 

* The " mite" was the very smallest copper coin. 
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that it would all be overthrown. Forty years later the 
Romans came, under their general Titus, and the city was 
destroyed and the temple burned, and a great many of the 
people were killed. You can see in Rome the arch built in 
memory of the victory, and on one side are sculptured the 
golden lamp and table from the temple, carried on the 
shoulders of the victors. 

But the real temple is not built of stones, but of the truth 
and love in the minds and hearts of men. When the Lord 
said that the temple would be overthrown He meant also 
that there was little truth and goodness left among the Jews. 

Then the Lord sat on 
the Mount of Olives over 
against the temple, look- 
ing down on the city 
which He loved so much, 
but which cared so little 
for Him, and as the 
shades of evening deep- 
ened around, Peter and 
James and John and An- 
drew came to Him pri- 
vately and asked about 
the sad things that were 
coming. He told them 
that there would be 
darkness and wars, — 
darkness in the minds of men, when almost all true 
knowledge about the Lord and heaven would be lost; and 
wars when those who called themselves Christians would 
quarrel about holy things. 

Then would come the sign of brighter days. Men would 
grow more kind, and would take better care of sick people 
and of children, and of the poor. All this which is coming 
true to-day, is the budding of the fig tree. And the Lord 
would come in the clouds of His Holy Word. He is teaching 
us to understand the Bible, revealing Himself to us in its 
deeper meaning. He has truly come again with new power. 




Arch of Titus, Rome. 



And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his dis- 
ciples came to him for to shew him the buildings of the temple. And 
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Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, 
There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be 
thrown down. 

And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him 
privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the 
sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world? And Jesus answered 
and said unto them. Take heed that no man deceive you. For many shall 
come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. And ye 
shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for 
all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation shall 
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The lamp and table from the temple carried in triumph : sculpture on the Arch 

of Titus, Rome. 



rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be 
famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. All these are 
the beginning of sorrows. . . . 

Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be dark- 
ened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from 
heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: and then shall 
appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven : and then shall all the tribes 
of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds 
of heaven with power and great glory. And he shall send his angels with 
a great sound of a trumpet^ and they shall gather together his elect from 
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender. 
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and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: so likewise ye^ 
when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors. — 
Matthew XXIV. IS, 29-33. 



PARABLES OF THE LORD'S COMING. 

We think of the Lord still sitting with the disciples on the 
Mount of Olives, in the deepening twilight, as we read three 
other parables about His coming. We shall take the lesson 
of the parables to ourselves, for the Lord will surely come 
to each one of us to call us to the other world. We do not 
know when He will come, but the parables teach us how we 
must live to be always ready. 

One parable told of the ten virgins waiting for the bride- 
groom as he brought the bride from her home to his, where 
the wedding feast was spread. Such wedding processions are 
often seen in Eastern towns. As we read the parable, we 
see that the wedding feast means heaven. The virgins who 
have oil are people who have in their lives the oil of real love 
for the Lord and one another. The empty lamps are the 
mere forms of goodness and worship, with no love in them. 
This is the parable. 



Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which 
took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. And five of 
them were wise, and five were foolish. They that were foolish took their 
lamps, and took no oil with them: but the wise took oil in their vessels 

with their lamps. While the bride- 
groom tarried, they all slumbered and 
slept. And at midnight there was a cry 
made. Behold, the bridegroom cometh ; 
go ye out to meet him. Then all 
those virgins arose, and trimmed their 
lamps. And the foolish said unto the 
wise, Give us of your oil; for our 
lamps are gone out. But the wise 
answered, saying. Not so; lest there 
be not enough for us and you: but 
go ye rather to them that sell, and 
buy for yourselves. And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; 
and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the 
door was shut. Afterward came also the other virgins, saying. Lord, 
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Lord, open to us. But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I 
know you not. Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour 
wherein the Son of man cometh. — Matthew XXV. 1-13, 

The next parable was about talents which a man gave to 
his servants to use. As you read it, you will see some things 
in which it is like the parable of the pounds, which we have 
read, and some in which it is different. The ** talent" was a 
large sum of money, probably more than a thousand dollars. 
It is from this parable that ** talent" has come to mean ability 
of any kind. 

For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, 
who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods. And 
unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every 
man according to his several ability; 
and straightway took his journey. 
Then he that had received the five 
talents went and traded with the 
same, and made them other five 
talents. And likewise he that had 
received two, he also gained other 
two. But he that had received one 
went and digged in the earth, and 
hid his lord's money. After a long 
time the lord of those servants 
cometh, and reckoneth with them. 
And so he that had received five 
talents came and brought other five 
talents, saying. Lord, thou deliver- 
edst unto me five talents: behold, 
I have gained beside them five tal- 
ents more. His lord said unto him. 
Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant: thou hast been faithful 
over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou 
into the joy of thy lord. He also that had received two talents came 
and said. Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have 
gained two other talents beside them. His lord said unto him, Well 
done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few 
things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the 
joy of thy lord. Then he which had received the one talent came and 
said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou 
hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed: and I was 
afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth : lo, there thou hast that is 
thine. His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful 
servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I 
have not strawed: thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the 
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exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with 
usury. Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which 
hath ten talents. For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall 
have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even 
that which he hath. And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer dark- 
ness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. — Matthew XXV. 14-30, 

The last parable is about a shepherd and his sheep and 
goats. You know how the shepherd in Palestine leads his 
flock where there is green pasture and water to drink, and 
keeps them safe at night. Often sheep and goats follow the 
same shepherd, the sheep feeding in the softer green of the 




Jerusalem, from the Mount of Olives. 

valley, and the black goats among the rocks of the hill-side. 
At night perhaps the shepherd separates the sheep from 
the goats and gives them each their place in the fold. 

The Lord is our Shepherd who leads us all, and feeds and 
protects us. When the day of earthly life is over. He calls us 
to our eternal home. But not all are ready for the same 
home. The sheep in the parable are those who have done 
good, kind deeds for the Lord's sake. The goats are those 
who have known what was good, but have not done it except 
for show. They cannot live in heaven, for to be useful from 
love to the Lord and one another is heaven. 



When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels 
with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: and before him 
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shall be gathered all nations : and he shall separate them one from another, 
as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: and he shall set the 
sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. Then shall the King 
say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: for I was 
an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: 
I was a stranger, and ye took me in: naked, and ye clothed me: I was 
sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. Then 
shall the righteous answer him, saying. Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, 
and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? When saw we thee a 
stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? or when saw we 
thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? And the King shall answer 
and say unto them, Verily I say unto you. Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. Then 
shall he say also unto them on the left hand. Depart from me, ye cursed, 
into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: for I was an 
hungred, and ye gave me no meat : I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink : 
I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: 
sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. Then shall they also answer 
him, saying. Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, 
or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? Then shall 
he answer them, saying. Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not 
to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me. And these shall go away 
into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal. — Matthew 
XXV. 31-46. 



THE LAST SUPPER. 

The day for the Passover had come, and in the evening 
each household would gather for the sacred feast, or two 
households together, if they were small. The Lord's dis- 
ciples were His family, and He sent Peter and John from 
Bethany to prepare the Passover for them to eat together. 
They saw, as the Lord told them, a man carrying a jar of 
water. They followed him to the house, and the large upper 
room was ready. We have learned how the lamb was killed 
at the temple and how unleavened bread was made ready, 
and bitter herbs, and a preserve of fruits, and wine. To- 
wards evening — it was Thursday — the Lord came with the 
other disciples from Bethany and they reclined at the table 
together. 

But even there, after all the Lord had taught them and 
shown them about being humble and serving, they disputed 
who should be greatest, and the Lord gave them one more 
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example of loving service. He washed their feet. Then, too, 
the Lord told the disciples that one of them would betray 
Him. Leonardo da Vinci's wonderful picture shows the 
disciples at this moment, when they are asking, **Lord, is 
it I?" 

While they were still about the table the Lord taught 
them how to keep the Holy Supper, the Christian Passover. 
He blessed the bread and wine and gave them, and told them 
to keep the Holy Supper in remembrance of Him. He says 
that the bread and wine are His flesh and blood ; as we take 
them reverently. He strengthens our souls with something 
of His own love and wisdom. Psalms were sung during the 
Passover, and, at the end. Psalms cxv. to cxviii. : **0 give 
thanks unto the Lord; for he is good: because his mercy 
endureth for ever." This was probably the **hymn" which 
the disciples sang together before they went out with the 
Lord to the Mount of Olives. Let us read so much of the 
story. 

Then came the day of unleavened bread, when the passover must be 
killed. And he sent Peter and John, saying, Go and prepare us the pass- 
over, that we may eat. And they said unto him. Where wilt thou that we 
prepare? And he said unto them, Behold, when ye are entered into the 
city, there shall a man meet you, bearing a pitcher of water; follow him 
into the house where he entereth in. And ye shall say unto the goodman 
of the house. The Master saith unto thee, Where is the guestchamber, where 
I shall eat the passover with my disciples f And he shall shew you a large 
upper room furnished: there make ready. And they went, and found as 
he had said unto them: and they made ready the passover. 

And when the hour was come, he sat down, and the twelve apostles 
with him. And he said unto them, With desire I have desired to eat this 
passover with you before I suffer : for I say unto you, I will not any more 
eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God. And he took the 
cup, and gave thanks, and said. Take this, and divide it among yourselves: 
for I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the 
kingdom of God shall come. And he took bread, and gave thanks, and 
brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is my body which is given for 
you: this do in remembrance of me. Likewise also the cup after supper, 
saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you. — 
Luke XXIL 7-20, 

Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour 
was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having 
loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end. And 
supper being ended,* the devil having now put into the heart of Judas 

* The Revised Version reads " during supper." 
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Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him; Jesus knowing that the Father had 
given all things into his hands, and that he was come from God, and went 
to God; he riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a 
towel, and girded himself. After that he poureth water into a bason, and 
began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel where- 
with he was girded. Then cometh he to Simon Peter : and Peter saith unto 
him. Lord, dost thou wash my feet? Jesus answered and said unto him. 
What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter. Peter 
saith unto him. Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him. If I 
wash thee not, thou hast no part with me. Simon Peter saith unto him. 
Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head. Jesus saith to 
him. He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every 
whit: and ye are clean, but not all. For he knew who should betray him; 
therefore said he. Ye are not all clean. 

So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and- 
was set down again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you? 
Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. If I then, 
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your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one 
another's feet. For I have given you an example, that ye should do as 
I have done to you. Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not 
greater than his lord ; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him. 
If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them. I speak not of you 
all : I know whom I have chosen : but that the scripture may be fulfilled, 
He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me. Now I 
tell you before it come, that, when it is come to pass, ye may believe that 
I am he. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that receiveth whomsoever I 
send receiveth me; and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me. 
When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in spirit, and testified, and 
said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me. 
Then the disciples looked one on another, doubting of whom he spake. 
Now there was leaning on Jesus' bosom one of his disciples, whom Jesus 
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loved. Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him, that he should ask who 
it should be of whom he spake. He then lying on Jesus' breast saith unto 
him, Lord, who is it? Jesus answered. He it is, to whom I shall give a 
sop, when I have dipped it.* And when he had dipped the sop, he gave 
it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon. And after the sop Satan entered 
into him. Then said Jesus unto him. That thou doest, do quickly. Now 
no man at the table knew for what intent he spake this unto him. For 
some of them thought, because Judas had the bag, that Jesus had said 
unto him. Buy those things that we have need of against the feast; or, 
that he should give something to the poor. He then having received the 
sop went immediately out : and it was night. 

Therefore, when he was gone out, Jesus said. Now is the Son of man 
glorified, and God is glorified in him. If God be glorified in him, God shall 
also glorify him in himself, and shall straightway glorify him. Little 

children, yet a little while 
I am with you. Ye shall 
seek me: and as I said 
unto the Jews, Whither I 
go, ye cannot come; so 
now I say to you. A new 
commandment I give unto 
you. That ye love one an- 
other; as I have loved 
you, that ye also love one 
another. By this shall all 
men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love 
one to another. 

Simon Peter said un- 
to him, Lord, whither 
goest thouf Jesus an- 
swered him, Whither I 
go, thou canst not fol- 
low me now; but thou 
shalt follow me after- 
wards. Peter said unto 
him. Lord, why cannot I follow thee now? I will lay down my life for 
thy sake. Jesus answered him. Wilt thou lay down thy life for my sake? 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee. The cock shall not crow, till thou hast 
denied me thrice. — John XIII. 




Old olive tree in garden of Gethseinane. 



The Lord went on to comfort the disciples, and spoke the 
Divinely tender words of the fourteenth chapter of John. 

Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 
In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have 

* The " sop" was probably a piece of bread dipped in the preserve of 
fruits. 
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told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where 
I am, there ye may be also. And whither I go ye know, and the way ye 
know. . . . 

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid. Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come again 
unto you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the 
Father: for my Father is greater than I. And now I have told you before 
it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye might believe. Hereafter 
I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world cometh, and 
hath nothing in me. But that the world may know that I love the Father; 
and as the Father gave me commandment, even so I do. Arise, let us go 
hence.— Jo7m XIV. 1-4, 27-31, 

As we read the fifteenth, sixteenth, and seventeenth chap- 
ters of John we think of the little company leaving the upper 
room and passing through the street and out by the city 
gate and across the Kidron, to the garden where they had 
often been together, on the lower slopes of the Mount of 
Olives. 

I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch 
in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that 
beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Now ye 
are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. Abide in me, 
and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide 
in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye 
are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth 
forth much fruit : for without me ye can do nothing. . . . 

These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. 
In the world ye shall have tribulation : but be of good cheer ; I have over- 
come the world. . . . 

When Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth with his disciples 
over the brook Cedron, where was a garden, into the which he entered, and 
his disciples.— Jo/in XV, 1-5; XVI, 33; XVIII, 1, 



IN THE GAEDEN OF GETHSEMANE. 

As the Lord spoke and the disciples listened they crossed 
over the Kidron and came to the garden of Gethsemane. 
Gethsemane means the ^^oil-presses." They were no doubt 
among the olive trees, and perhaps there were there presses 
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cut in the rock where the oil was squeezed from the olive 
berries by rolling them with a heavy stone. It was still 
night; the Passover moon was full and cast dark shadows 
among the trees. The disciples were heavy with sleep. 
Even Peter and James and John were sleeping, but the 
Lord a little distance from them was in most earnest 
prayer. How little they could understand the Lord's 
great trials ! 

He knew what was coming so soon: how He would be 
taken and cruelly treated and crucified; how He must feel 
only forgiveness and kindness for those who did it. When 




Garden of Gethsemane and Mount of Olives, 

we are in trouble we say the prayer. The Lord prayed three 
times, and so earnestly that His sweat was as it were great 
drops of blood falling down to the ground. Then He was 
calm again and strong. 

He roused the disciples from their sleep, and as they 
looked up towards the city they saw coming down the hill- 
side from the gate a band of soldiers with swords and staves 
and torches. Judas was showing them the way. The dis- 
ciples would have fought to protect their Master, but He 
healed a servant of the high priest whom Peter wounded 
with a sword, and let Himself be bound and led away, up 
the hill into the city. The disciples fled, but John and Peter 
followed afar off. 
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And they came to a place which was named Grethsemane : and he saith 
to his disciples, Sit ye here, while I shall pray. And he taketh with him 
Peter and James and John, and began to be sore amazed, and to be very 
heavy; and saith unto them. My soul is exceeding sorrowful unto death: 
tarry ye here, and watch. And he went forward a little, and fell on the 
ground, and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from 
him. And he said, Abba, Father, all things are possible unto thee; take 
away this cup from me: nevertheless not what I will, but what thou wilt. 
And he cometh, and findeth them sleeping, and saith unto Peter, Simon, 
sleepest thou? couldest not thou watch one hour? Watch ye and pray, 
lest ye enter into temptation. The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is 
weak. And again he went away, and prayed, and spake the same words. 
And when he returned, he found them asleep again, (for their eyes were 
heavy,) neither wist they 
what to answer him. And 
he cometh the third time, 
and saith unto them. Sleep 
on now, and take your rest: 
it is enough, the hour is 
come; behold, the Son of 
man is betrayed into the 
hands of sinners. Rise up, 
let us go; lo, he that be- 
trayeth me is at hand. 

And immediately, while 
be yet spake, cometh Judas, 
one of the twelve, and with 
him a great multitude with 
swords and staves, from the 
chief priests and the scribes 
and the elders. And he that 
betrayed him had given 
them a token, saying. 
Whomsoever I shall kiss, 
that same is he; take him, 
and lead him away safely. 
And as soon as he was 
come, he goeth straight- 
way to him, and saith. Master, master; and kissed him. And they laid 
their hands on him, and took him. And one of them that stood by drew 
a sword, and smote a servant of the high priest, and cut off his ear. And 
Jesus answered and said unto them. Are ye come out, as against a thief, 
with swords and with staves to take me? I was daily with you in the 
temple teaching, and ye took me not: but the scriptures must be ful- 
filled. And they all forsook him, and tied,— Mark XIV. 32-50, 
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The Lord was led first to Annas the father-in-law of Cai- 
aphas the high priest, but soon after to the palace of Cai- 
aphas himself. We think of them as going by an arched gate- 
way from the street into a court-yard, with the buildings of 
the palace all about it. The floor of the court was paved with 
marble, perhaps in the middle was a fountain and flowering 
plants. The doors and windows of the palace opened upon 
this court. At one side there may have been a hall raised a 
few steps above the pavement and open by a broad high arch, 
so that those in the court could see plainly all that was done 
in the hall above. On the floor of the hall perhaps were rugs, 
and it was lighted by hanging lamps. As the Lord was 
brought by the band of soldiers into the palace, the priests 
in their white robes and turbans were hastily gathering in 

^___„ ^ this hall and taking 

^^•^— — -r>..^ ' their places upon the 

cushions or divans at 
the sides. The high 
priest Caiaphas had 
the middle place. 
The Lord stood in 
the midst guarded by 
servants. Other ser- 
vants and soldiers 
stood here and there 
in the court below, 
and warmed t h e m- 
selves at a fire of 
charcoal, for it was 
still night, and it was 
cool. 

The priests tried 
to find some excuse that they might bring the Lord to the 
Roman Governor and demand His death. He had done 
nothing wrong ; He had spoken only the truth and done only 
acts of love. As they accused Him He made no answer. 
'*As a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth 
not his mouth.'' At length the high priest asked Him if 
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He were the Christ, and He answered plainly that He was. 
This was enough. They would make it appear that the Lord 
claimed to be a king and disputed Caesar's power. The 
priests now scattered to their homes, and the Lord was 
left standing with the servants. They str.uck Him and ill- 
treated Him. 

Peter stood looking on with those in the court below, and 
three times as they asked him if he were not one of the Lord's 
disciples, he denied that he knew Him. Then the Lord turned 
and looked upon Peter, and it all came back, how he loved 
the Lord, how he said that he wpuld die with Him, and how 
the Lord warned him that he would deny Him. So the night 
passed, and in the early morning the priests returned, a 
larger company, and led the Lord away to accuse Him to 
Pilate the Roman Governor. 

And they led Jesus away to the high priest : and with him were assem- 
bled all the chief priests and the elders and the scribes. And Peter followed 
him afar off, even into the palace of the high priest: and he sat with the 
servants, and warmed himself at the fire. And the, chief priests and all 
the council sought for witness against Jesus to put him to death; and 
found none. For many bare false witness against him, but their witness 
agreed not together. And there arose certain, and bare false witness against 
him, saying, We heard him say, I will destroy this temple that is made 
with hands, and within three days I will build another made without 
hands. But neither so . did their witness agree together. And the high 
priest stood up in the midst, and asked Jesus, saying, Answerest thou noth- 
ing? what is it which these witness against thee? But he held his peace, and 
answered nothing. Again the high priest asked him, and said unto him. 
Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed? And Jesus said, I am: and 
ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming 
in the clouds of heaven. Then the high priest rent his clothes, and saith. 
What need we any further witnesses? Ye have heard the blasphemy: 
what think ye? And they all condemned him to be guilty of death. And 
some began to spit on him, and to cover his face, and to buffet him, and 
to say unto him, Prophesy: and the servants did strike him with the 
palms of their hands. 

And as Peter was beneath in the palace, there cometh one of the maids 
of the high priest: and when she saw Peter warming himself, she looked 
upon him, and said. And thou also wast with Jesus of Nazareth. But he 
denied, saying, I know not, neither understand I what thou sayest. And 
he went out into the porch; and the cock crew. And a maid saw him 
again, and began to say to them that stood by, This is one of them. And 
he denied it again. And a little after, they that stood by said again to 
Peter, Surely thou art one of them: for thou art a Gralilaean, and thy 
speech agreeth thereto. But he began to curse and to swear, saying, I 
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know not this man of whom ye speak. And the second time the cock crew. 
And Peter called to mind the word that Jesus said unto him, Before the 
cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me thrice. And when he thought thereon, 
he wept.— MarA; XIV, 53-72, 



AT PILATE'S PALACE. 



It was Friday in the early morning as the priests led the 
Lord from the palace of Caiaphas to Pilate. The high priest's 
palace probably stood near, the temple. Perhaps they now 
crossed the bridge which led to the hill of Zion, where the 
great palace stood, built by Herod and now used by Pilate 
when he was in Jerusalem. The priests would not go into 
the heathen's house, for they would be defiled and unable to 
take part in sacrifices still to be made at this Passover 

season. So Pilate came 
out to them, and sat in 
his chair on a raised 
pavement outside the 
gate. 

The priests began to 
accuse the Lord. **We 
found this fellow per- 
verting the nation, ' ' 
they said, **and for- 
bidding to give tribute 
to Caesar, saying that 
he himself is Christ a 
King." We know how 
untrue it was, and what 
the Lord had said when 
they showed Him the tribute money. Pilate went within 
into the judgment-hall of the palace, and the Lord was led 
before him. There he questioned the Lord of His king- 
dom. He said, ''I am a king." '*My kingdom is not of this 
world. ' ' 

Pilate knew that the Lord had done no wrong. He tried 
to release Him, for it was the custom to release some pris- 
oner at the feast; but they asked for Barabbas, a robber 
and murderer, and cried out that Jesus should be crucified. 
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The voices of the priests and people grew loud and angry. 
Pilate was afraid to oppose them. He washed his hands in 
water before them, as if that could free him from guilt, and 
delivered Jesus to their will. The Lord was scourged as was 
the custom before crucifixion, and the soldiers in the palace 
put on Him a scarlet robe and a crown of thorns and put 
a reed in His hand, like a sceptre, and mocked Him saying, 
^^ Hail, King of the Jews!" 

Once more the Lord came forth before the people, wearing 
the robe and crown, and we believe that the Lord Himself 
spoke the words, ** Behold, the man!" The priests and peo- 
ple cried, ** Crucify him." 
Who was in truth the per- 
fect man and king? The 
priests driven on by cruel 
passion, Pilate fearing to 
do right, or the Lord who 
conquered every selfish 
feeling, and who stood 
before them in the 
strength of perfect truth 
and greatness? 




And straightway in the 
morning the chief priests held 
a consultation with the elders 
and scribes and the whole 
council, and bound Jesus, and 
carried him away, and delivered 
him to Pilate. And Pilate 
asked him, Art thou the King 
of the Jews? And he answer- 
ing said unto him. Thou sayest 
it. And the chief priests ac- 
cused him of many things: but 
he answered nothing. And 

Pilate asked him again, saying, Answerest thou nothing? behold how 
many things they witness against thee. But Jesus yet answered nothing; 
so that Pilate marvelled. 

Now at that feast he released unto them one prisoner, whomsoever 
they desired. And there was one named Barabbas, which lay bound with 
them that had made insurrection with him, who had committed murder in 
the insurrection. And the multitude crying aloud began to desire him to 
do as he had ever done unto them. But Pilate answered them, saying, Will 
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ye that I release unto you the King of the Jews? For he knew that the 
chief priests had delivered him for envy. But the chief priests moved the 
people, that he should rather release Barabbas unto them. And Pilate 
answered and said again unto them, What will ye then that I shall do unto 
him whom ye call the King of the Jews? And they cried out again. Crucify 
him. Then Pilate said unto them, Why, what evil hath he done? And 
they cried out the more exceedingly, Crucify him. And so Pilate, willing 
to content the people, released Barabbas unto them, and delivered Jesus, 
when he had scourged him, to be crucified. 

And the soldiers led him away into the hall, called Prsetorium; and 
they call together the whole band. And they clothed him with purple, and 
platted a crown of thorns, and put it about his head, and began to salute 
him, Hail, King of the Jews! And they smote him on the head with a 
reed, and did spit upon him, and bowing their knees worshipped him. And 
when they had mocked him, they took off the purple from him, and put 
his own clothes on him, and led him out to crucify him. — Mark XV, 1-20, 



AT GOLGOTHA. 



A SAD procession moved from the palace of Pilate through 
the narrow streets of the city towards the northern gate. 
The Lord was clothed in His own garments, and carried the 
beams which were to form the cross ; soldiers walked at the 
sides. At such times usually a written notice showed for 

what crime the prisoner 
was to die. Probably 
now they carried the 
board which Pilate wrote 
in Hebrew and Greek 
and Latin: THE KING 
OF THE JEWS. The 
priests objected, but 
Pilate would not change 
it, and it was fastened 
to the cross. With the 
Lord there walked two 
thieves, each bearing his 
cross and guarded by 
soldiers. As they passed by, women wept at the sad sight, 
and the Lord said, ''Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for 
me, but weep for yourselves and for your children." Near 
the city gate they met a man named Simon, from an African. 
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city far away, and they compelled him to bear the Lord's 
cross. 

Outside the city near to the busy road was a bare, round- 
topped hill, perhaps with caves in the side, and called from its 
shape, Golgotha, the place of a skull. We may still see such 
a hill outside the northern gate of Jerusalem. Here they 
crucified the Lord and the two thieves, one on either side; 
and the Lord said, ^* Father forgive them, for they know not 
what they do." There were kind women in Jerusalem who 
used to bring to those in this great suffering, wine mingled 
with myrrh, which deadened the sense of pain. They brought 
it to the Lord, but when He had tasted it He would not drink. 

The hours passed from nine o'clock till noon. The sol- 
diers sitting by divided His garments among them. The 
priests mocked as they passed by, saying, '^Let him now 
come down from the cross, and we will believe." Among 
those who looked on were 
some who loved the 
Lord. Mary was there 
and the disciple John. 
The Lord saw them 
standing near and said 
to Mary, ^* Woman, be- 
hold thy son;" and He 
said to John, ^^ Behold 
thy mother;" and John 
took Mary to his own 
home. From noon till 
about three o'clock there 
was darkness over all the 
earth. Then the Lord 
cried with a loud voice, 
''My Grod, my God! why 
hast thou forsaken me?" He was not looking for help to 
those around, but to the Divine power within Him, which 
had strengthened Him through all His life. Then He said, 
*'I thirst." A sponge was dipped in vinegar and given Him 
to drink. ''It is finished," He said. "Father, into thy 
hands I commit my spirit." With a great cry He bowed 
His head. The earth quaked. The veil in the temple was 
rent in twain from top to bottom. 
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A great conflict had been taking place in the Lord's heart, 
between His great love for men and all the powers of evil. 
As we look upon the scene we are watching the greatest battle 
that ever took place on earth, and the fate of all men on earth 
and in heaven depended upon its result. **It is finished.'' 
The victory is won, and what a wonderful peace is over all. 

It was now three hours past noon. At sunset the Sabbath 
would begin. There came a rich man, Joseph of ArimathaBa, 
to Pilate, and asked leave to take down the body of the Lord. 
Joseph with Nicodemus, the same who once came to the Lord 
by night, took the body and tenderly wrapped it in linen 
cloths with spices. They did it hastily, for the sun was low, 
and they laid it in a new tomb cut in the rock in a garden 
beneath the hill. The door of the tomb was closed with 
a great wheel-shaped stone and the priests sealed the stone 
and set a watch. Faithful women who loved the Lord saw 
the place and hastened to prepare spices that after the 
Sabbath rest was past they might bring them to anoint the 
body of the Lord. They did not yet know what they would 
learn when they came again to the tomb on Easter morning. 

We must read the story just as one of the Gospels gives it. 

And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple from him, 
and put his own clothes on him, and led him out to crucify him. 

And they compel one Simon a Cyrenian, who passed by, coming out 
of the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to bear his cross. And 
they bring him unto the place Golgotha, which is, being interpreted, The 
place of a skull. And they gave him to drink wine mingled with myrrh: 
but he received it not. And when they had crucified him, they parted his 
garments, casting lots upon them, what every man should take. And it 
was the third hour, and they crucified him. And the superscription of his 
accusation was written over, THE KING OF THE JEWS. And with him 
they crucify two thieves; the one on his right hand, and the other on his 
left. And the scripture was fulfilled, which saith, And he was numbered 
with the transgressors. And they that passed by railed on him, wagging 
their heads, and saying. Ah, thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest 
it in three days, save thyself, and come down from the cross. Likewise 
also the chief priests mocking said among themselves with the scribes, He 
saved others; himself he cannot save. Let Christ the King of Israel 
descend now from the cross, that we may see and believe. And they that 
were crucified with him reviled him. 

And when the sixth hour was come, there was darkness over the whole 
land until the ninth hour. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud 
voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted. 
My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? And some of them that 
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stood by, when they heard it, said, Behold, he calleth Elias. And one ran 
and filled a spunge full of vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave him to 
drink, saying. Let alone; let us see whether Elias will come to take him 
down. And Jesus cried with a loud voice, and gave up the ghost. And the 
veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom. And when 
the centurion, which stood over against him, saw that he so cried out, and 
gave up the ghost, he said. 
Truly this man was the Son 
of God. There were also 
women looking oh afar off: 
among whom was Mary Mag- 
dalene, and Mary the mother 
of James the less and of Joses, 
and Salome; (who also, when 
he was in Galilee, followed 
him, and ministered unto 
him;) and many other women 
which came up with him unto 
Jerusalem. 

And now when the even 
was come, because it was the 
preparation, that is, the day 
before the sabbath, Joseph 
of Arimathaea, an honour- 
able counsellor, which also 
waited for the kingdom of 
God, came, and went in 
boldly unto Pilate, and 
craved the body of Jesus. 
And Pilate marvelled if he 
were already dead: and call- 
ing unto him the centurion, he asked him whether he had been any while 
dead. And when he knew it of the centurion, he gave the body to Joseph. 
And he bought fine linen, and took him down, and wrapped him in the 
linen, and laid him in a sepulchre which was hewn out of a rock, and 
rolled a stone unto the door of the sepulchre. And Mary Magdalene and 
Mary the mother of Joses beheld where he was laid. — Mark XV. 20-47, 
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RISEN. 

Early in the morning the i5rst day of the week the women 
came from the city, bringing the spices which they had pre- 
pared. There were five or more of them. As they started 
it was still dark ; the sky was brightening as they went, and 
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when they came to the sepulchre the sun was rising above 
the Mount of Olives. 

They remembered the sepulchre as they had seen it on 
the Friday evening. They remembered the garden, and the 
chamber cut in the rocky hill-side, and how the door was 
closed by the great stone. As they went they were thinking. 
Who shall roll us away the stone from the door ; but when 

they came near to the garden 
and could see the door the 
stone was rolled away and 
the Lord was not there. 

Mary Magdalene, who 
was one of the women, 
hastened back to the city 
to tell Peter and John that 
the sepulchre was empty. 
She believed that the ene- 
mies of the Lord had taken 
(Photograph by 8. KWiniams, Hhu away. Meantime the 

Tomb with stone rolled back from the OthCF WOmCU Came tO the 

door. sepulchre and they saw 

angels there. One with face 
like lightning, and with garments white as snow, had 
come from heaven, and while the earth shook at his pres- 
ence he had rolled back the stone from the door and sat 
upon it. Other angels were with him. One spoke to the 
women and bade them not to fear, for the Lord was risen, 
and he showed them the place where the Lord had lain. 
And he sent them to tell the disciples that the Lord was 
risen. 

In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day 
of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepul- 
chre. And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the 
Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the 
door, and sat upon it. His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment 
white as snow: and for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as 
dead men. And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not 
ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here: 
for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. And 
go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and, 
behold, he goeth before you into Galilee ; there shall ye see him : lo, I have 
told you. And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and 
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great joy; and did run to bring his disciples word. — Matthew XXVIII. 

1-8, 

Another Gospel speaks more briefly of the first visit of 
the women, but tells also how John and Peter ran together 
to the sepulchre. They saw that the Lord was not there, 
and John believed that He was risen. So they went away 
again to their own home. 

But Mary Magdalene had come again to the tomb, and she 
was the first to see the risen Lord. 



The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was 
yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the 
sepulchre. Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other 
disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them. They have taken away 
the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid him. 
Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to the sepul- 
chre. So they ran both to- 
gether: and the other dis- 
ciple did outrun Peter, and 
came first to the sepulchre. 
And he stooping down, and 
looking in, saw the linen 
clothes lying; yet went he 
not in. Then cometh Simon 
Peter following him, and went 
into the sepulchre, and seeth 
the linen clothes lie, and the 
napkin, that was about his 
head, not lying with the linen 
clothes, but wrapped together 
in a place by itself. Then 
went in also that other dis- 
ciple, which came first to the 
sepulchre, and he saw, and be- 
lieved. For as yet they knew 
not the scripture, that he must 
rise again from the dead. 
Then the disciples went away 
again unto their own home. 

But Mary stood without at 
the sepulchre weeping: and as 
she wept, she stooped down, 
and looked into the sepulchre, and seeth two angels in white sitting, the 
one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had 
lain. And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith 
unto them. Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not 
where they have laid him. And when she had thus said, she turned her- 

31 
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self back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. Jesus 
saith unto her. Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, 
supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have 
borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him 
away. Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto 
him, Rabboni; which is to say. Master. Jesus saith unto her. Touch me 
not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and 
say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, 
and your God. Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had 
seen the Lord, and that he had spoken these things unto her. — John XX. 
1-18. 



ON THE WAY TO EMMAUS: AT JERUSALEM. 



On that same Easter day two of the disciples walked from 
Jerusalem into the country to the village Emmaus. The 
name means the ** hot spring," and perhaps a spring and ruin 

still bearing the old name 
little changed, in a valley 
southwest from Jerusa- 
lem, mark the place. 

As they walked and 
talked sadly together of 
all that had happened, 
One drew near and 
walked with them. 
Their hearts burned 
within them as He 
talked, and as He 
showed them how the 
Bible taught that these 
things should be. For 
in truth all the Bible 
stories of Abraham and Joseph and David and Samuel 
and the rest in their deepest meaning are about the Lord. 
That is what makes them all so holy, and as we learn to 
understand them better we shall see that they all tell of 
Him. 

Wliile they talked and listened they reached the village, 
and urged the Friend who had given them such comfort on 
the way, to go in and tarry with them. He took bread and 
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blessed and brake it as He had so often done before, and they 
knew that it was the Lord. 

They hastened back to Jerusalem, though it was now 
evening, to tell the glad news to the others. They found them 
together and saying, **The Lord is risen indeed, and hath 
appeared to Simon." And while they were still telling how 
the Lord had walked with them, Jesus Himself stood in the 
midst of the disciples and said, ** Peace be unto you." Then 
were the disciples glad when they saw the Lord, though at 
first they feared and believed not for joy, until He showed 
them that it was He Himself. 

Again the next week He came to them as they were met 
together. He appeared to them many times during forty 
days after His resurrection, till they could no longer doubt. 
They were not learned men, and many things they did not 
try nor need to understand, but they knew that the Lord was 
alive and with them still. They felt Him with them, even 
when they did not see Him. And He has never left us ; He 
is with us still to-day. 

Let us read about the Lord's walking with the two to 
Emmaus, and about His coming to the disciples in Jerusalem. 

And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called 
Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs.* And they 
talked together of all these things which had happened. And it came to 
pass, that, while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus himself drew 
near, and went with them. But their eyes were holden that they should 
not know him. And he said unto them, What manner of communications 
are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are sad? And the 
one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answering said unto him, Art thou 
only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not known the things which are 
come to pass there in these days? And he said unto them, What things? 
And they said unto him. Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a 
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people: and 
how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him to be condemned to 
death, and have crucified him. But we trusted that it had been he which 
should have redeemed Israel: and beside all this, to day is the third day 
since these things were done. Yea, and certain women also of our company 
made us astonished, which were early at the sepulchre; and when they 
found not his body, they came, saying, that they had also seen a vision 
of angels, which said that he was alive. And certain of them which were 
with us went to the sepulchre, and found it even so as the women had said : 
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but him they saw not. Then he said unto them, fools, and slow of heart 
to believe all that the prophets have spoken: ought not Christ to have 
suffered these things, and to enter into his glory f And beginning at Moses 
and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the 
things concerning himself. And they drew nigh unto the village, whither 
they went: and he made as though he would have gone further. But they 
constrained him, saying, Abide with us: for it is toward evening, and the 
day is far spent. And he went in to tarry with them. And it came to 
pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, 
and gave to them. And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and 
he vanished out of their sight. And they said one to another. Did not our 

heart bum within us, while he 
talked with us by the way, and 
while he opened to us the 
scriptures? And they rose up 
the same hour, and returned 
to Jerusalem, and found the 
eleven gathered together, and 
them that were with them, 
saying, The Lord is risen in- 
deed, and hath appeared to 
Simon. And they told what 
things were done in the way, 
and how he was known of them 
in breaking of bread. 

And as they thus spake, 
Jesus himself stood in the 
midst of them, and saith un- 
to them. Peace be unto you. 
But they were terrified and 
affrighted, and supposed that 
they had seen a spirit. And 
he said unto them, Why are 
ye troubled? and why do 
thoughts arise in your hearts? 
Behold my hands and my feet, 
that it is I myself: handle 
me, and see; for a spirit hath 
And when he had thus spoken, 
AiJd while they yet believed not 
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not flesh and bones, as ye see me have. 

he shewed them his hands and his feet. 

for joy, and wondered, he said unto them. Have ye here any meat? And 

they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb. And he 

took it, and did eat before them. 

And he said unto them. These are the words which I spake unto you, 
while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were 
written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, con- 
cerning me. Then opened he their understanding, that they might under- 
stand the scriptures, and said unto them. Thus it is written, and thus it 
behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: and 
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that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name 
among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these 
things. And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but 
tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on 
high.— Luke XXIV. 13-49. 



AT THE SEA OF GALILEE: THE ASCENSION. 

Afteb the Lord's resurrection His disciples saw Him 
many times. Once it was by the familiar shore of the Sea 
of Galilee, where they had so often walked with Him and 
listened to His words, and seen His wonderful works. 

Remember the beautiful blue lake lying deep among the 
hills, and, at the northwest corner of the lake, the warm, 
sheltered plain of .. __ 

Gennesaret with its \ 

rich fields and gar- 
d e n s. Capernaum 
and M a g d a 1 a and 
other little towns 
stood near the shore, 
the home of farmers 
and traders and fish- 
ermen. Many fishing- 
boats were on the 
lake; strong little 
boats with a mast 
and three-cornered 
sail. They had also 
heavy oars, for when 
the wind died away, or when it was contrary, they must 
take down the mast and row. The fishermen fished with 
nets from the boats and from the shore. And did they use 
hooks? Often the fishing-boats lay near the shore or were 
drawn up on the pebbly beach, as the fishermen sat down and 
gathered the good fish into vessels and cast the bad away. 

How many happy days the disciples had spent on this 
shore with the Lord. Once He had taught the people in 
parables, sitting in the boat while the people listened from 
the land. That night they had crossed the sea and the Lord 
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calmed the storm. At another time He had come to them 
walking on the sea. And remember the day when the Lord 
walked by the shore and called the disciples, two brothers, 
Simon and Andrew, and two other brothers, James and 
John. And their net was filled with fishes when they let 
it down at His word. 

After the sad days in Jerusalem some of the disciples 
went again to their old home by the Sea of Galilee, and their 
old work of fishing. They were lonely and sad as they fished 
all night and caught nothing. But as the morning light began 
to touch the hills and to waken the plain of Gennesaret to 
life, they came near to the beach where they had so often 




Magdala and the Gennesaret shore. 

walked, and the Lord was there. Again He bade them cast 
their net and it was filled with fishes. They knew that it was 
the Lord, and that He would still be with them as they went 
out in His name to be fishers of men. But read the story, 
and see also how Peter who had denied the Lord three times 
on that night in the high priest's palace, now three times 
declared his love. 

After these things Jesus shewed himself again to the disciples at the 
sea of Tiberias; and on this wise shewed he himself. There were together 
Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in 
Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of his disciples. Simon 
Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto him. We also go 
with thee. They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and 
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that night they caught nothing. But when the morning was now come, 
Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus. 
Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? They answered 
him, No. And he said unto them. Cast the net on the right side of the 
ship, and ye shall find. They cast therefore, and now they were not able 
to draw it for the multitude of fishes. Therefore that disciple whom Jesus 
loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now when Simon Peter heard that 
it was the Lord, he girt his fisher's coat unto him, (for he was naked,) and 
did cast himself into the sea. And the other disciples came in a little 
ship; (for they were not far from land, but as it were two hundred cubits,) 
dragging the net with fishes. As soon then as they were come to land, they 
saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread. Jesus saith unto 
them. Bring of the fish which ye have now caught. Simon Peter went up, 
and drew the net to land full of great fishes, an hundred and fifty and 
three: and for all there were so many, yet was not the net broken. Jesus 
saith unto them. Come and dine. And none of the disciples durst ask him. 
Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord. Jesus then cometh, and 
taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise. This is now the third 
time that Jesus shewed himself to his disciples, after that he was risen 
from the dead. 

So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of 
Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; 
thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him. Feed my lambs. He 
saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou mef 
He saith unto him. Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith 
unto him. Feed my sheep. He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son 
of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him 
the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him. Lord, thou knowest 
all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him. Feed my 
sheep. Verily, verily, I say unto thee. When thou wast young, thou gird- 
edst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be 
old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and 
carry thee whither thou wouldest not. This spake he, signifying by what 
death he should glorify God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto 
him. Follow me. Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus 
loved following; which also leaned on his breast at supper, and said, Lord, 
which is he that betrayeth thee? Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, 
and what shall this man do? Jesus saith unto him. If I will that he tarry 
till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me. Then went this saying 
abroad among the brethren, that that disciple should not die: yet Jesus 
said not unto him. He shall not die; but. If I will that he tarry till I 
come, what if that to thee ? * 

This is the disciple which testifieth of these things, and wrote these 
things: and we know that his testimony is true. 

And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if 

* The apostle John died at a great age, but something of that love for 
the Lord of which John was the type has lived in the hearts of Christian 
people, even in times when there was little true knowledge of Him. 
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they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself 
could not contain the books that should be written. Amen. — John XXI, 

Once more the Lord showed Himself to the disciples at 
Jerusalem. He walked with them to Bethany on the Mount 
of Olives, as He had so often done, and there He ascended 
from their sight. 

And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his handsy 
and blessed them. And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was 
parted from them, and carried up into heaven. And they worshipped him, 
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: and were continually in the 
temple, praising and blessing God. Amen. — Luke XXIV. 50-53. 

And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working 
with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen. — Mark 
XVI. 20. 




(Photograph by S. E. Williams.) 

On the top of the Mount of Olives. 
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